
Presidentôs Corner 
I want to welcome everyone to the 2011 ski season. I always feel 
like thereôs so much to do in just the short three months of weather 
that I enjoy the most. We have 12 sanctioned tournaments sched-
uled this summer. With the Regionals in Minnesota and the Nation-
als in Wilmington Ill. it will definitely be a busy season. We have six 
Grassroots events scheduled throughout the state as well, where 
skiers can enjoy the tournament atmosphere for ability level skiers, 
with reduced entry fees, goodie bags, trophies, food and guaran-
teed four passes in the slalom course. 
 
I want to thank our dedicated group of sponsors for their support 
with the Indiana Water Ski Association. Through thick and thin they 
seem to be here at times when weôd miss them the most. So I beg 
you if thereôs a need on your water ski wish list, please visit our 
sponsors first. Without their aid we wouldnôt enjoy a lot of the extra 
benefits we enjoy as an organization. 
 
Again IWSA will be hosting its only fund raiser, the 8

th
 Annual Golf 

Outing being held May 26
th
 at the Southern Dunes Golf Club. Iôd 

like to see teams from every active ski club at the event for brag-
ging rights through the summer season. These proceeds go di-
rectly towards funding youth water sports and Adaptive (disabled) 
Water skiing in Indiana. Please see our web site for more info on 
how you can help. 
 
We also again have the 10

th
 annual Spring Fling June 6

th
, at Fair-

land Lake Ski club where you can come out and hang with your 
fellow competitors have a free ski ride, free food 
and catch the latest gear from our IWSA participat-
ing sponsors. This is a great kick off to a busy sea-
son. I urge any of you with children to take advan-
tage of our Jr. Development Clinic. This is a great 
clinic for all abilities, with top notch instruction from 
some of the best trainers in the country. Some of 
the smallest tips can get them to excel quicker than 
trying to break all those bad habits later on. IWSA 
offers a lot of different clinics and opportunities for 
all level of skiers. Please see our web site for more 
info. 
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Date:   June 5, 2011  

Location:  Fairland  
 

Boat Show, Equipment Show, Skiing & 

Wakeboarding, Picnic  
 

Free Skiing!  Free Wake Boarding!  

Free Food!  -  12:00 noon to 5:00 PM   

 

I74 Fairland Exit 

To Indy 

Fairland Ski 

Club  

Sponsored by  

IWSA  

IWSA & USA Water Ski members  Free!  

Includes skiing, and food!!!  

Nominal fee for non -members  

Once again I want to plug what should be our biggest 
event of the summer. The 62

nd
 Bartôs Indiana State 

Water Ski Championships. Being held at Hawthorn 
Lake in Avon, this event will host all ability level skiers. 
If you can ski you can enter, itôs a fun day for all. If 
youôre not sure what level skier you are contact the 
host club and they will help place you in a division of 
your level. This is the weekend to visit with other fellow 
water skiers and sit back and enjoy what we all have in 
common - water skiing. 
 
I want to take a moment and recognize a few stand 
outs that come to mind. First, I wish Nate Smith contin-
ued success with his slalom skiing, and how cool would 
that be to have a world record holder from right here in 
Indiana. I know that next buoy is a long way away, but I 
wish him the best.  I would then like to recognize Nate 
and Scott Tynan for their back to back cover shots on 
the cover of the Water Skier Magazine. Again itôs great 
to see familiar faces in nationally publicized magazines. 
Indiana produced many Regional and National Cham-
pions last season which were skiers that grew from our 
state based grassroots level programs, like Jenna Gil-
bert, Noah Vieke, Cameron Wischmeyer, and Matt Irm-
scher to name a few, with many other skiers rounding 
in the top five placements. Congratulations to Dan 
Reed for earning his way again on the 2011 Disabled 
Water Ski World Championship Team for his second 
consecutive term. I have to mention The Indy Skiers. 
Not only do they battle the evils as well as the paradise 

of the White River in Indy, they also continue to hold 
weekly ski clinics for newcomers as well as learn to ski 
days for first timers. They were a hit with a booth at the 
Indy Boat Show, and participate in many of the other 
IWSA events as well. They already do what we as an 
organization through IWSA is all about - promoting the 
sport of water skiing. 
 
Again I thank all our sponsors. While other states 
around the region are losing boat dealerôs right and left 
with no where to turn, we have the best sponsors in the 
business right here. When we were wondering where 
the promo boats were going to come from last season 
we had N3 Boatworks provide a new 200 for nearly 
every tournament including the Indiana State Champi-
onships. Pine Crest Marine was there to provide boats 
for clinics and other events as well. So please while 
youôre cruising our web site please check out the list of 
sponsors and stop in and say Hi. 
 
I donôt know how big a blurb is supposed to be but I 
think I wrote a book. With that, I say, keep it simple, 
have fun, be safe, and hope to see you this summer. 
 
Respectively, 
Jim Beck 
IWSA President 
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Mt. Vernon, IN 
 
Like the swallows returning to Capistrano 
and the buzzards to Hinckley, Hoosier wa-
ter skiers migrate en masse every two or 
three years, to the southern shores of 
stately Timber Lake.  Early settlers to the 
area dammed a creek, installed slalom, 
jump, and trick courses and let it be known 
that they were ready to ski and party, in 
either order.  A hardy bunch, Timberlakers 
are best known for their hospitality, organ-
izational skills, and ability to turn up the 
heat when itôs ñgoò time on the water. 
 
Tournament Director Sam Schmitt and company were 
well prepared for the action which kicked off on Satur-
day morning.  Over 70 skiers were on hand to compete 
in slalom, trick, and jump, and, with skier qualification 
criteria for the Midwest Regional tournament taking into 
account placement at the state tournament, a smooth 
running meet was important to all.  Add the tendencies 
for southern Indiana skies to be pockmarked with thun-
derstorms and you can understand why Sam and com-
pany were anxious that the meet get off on the right 
foot. 
 
Celebrating their first entry into the Indiana State Water 
Ski Championships was a trio of Boys 1 slalom skiers.  
Skiing in National Ski League competition, and repre-
senting the Angola Water Ski Club, brothers Blake and 
Vince Dawson went head to head with Timberlake 
homeboy Nate Gmutza.  Only one buoy separated the 
three skiers as Blake took honors.  Vince and Nate had 
a run-off and Vince prevailed for 2

nd
 place.  When 

asked what he thought about the Dawson boysô im-
pressive gene pool Gmutza said he hoped it had a 
slide and plenty of noodles. 
 

The NSL adult competition featured a group of Indy 
Skiers, each of whom carried home first place trophies 
in slalom.  Aaron Crane ran 6 buoys at 32 MPH and 
Jerry Hodges skied around 5 buoys on his opener.  
Reeda Stone, skiing for two in her early days of preg-
nancy, got 3.5 buoys, and the stabilizing leg of the 
Lambertôs three legged stool, Jenny, rounded 4.5 
buoys. 
 
In Novice trick spectators near the starting dock were 
treated to some high-brow trash talk as Men 6 veterans 
Bill Roach and Dave Jarrett donned braces, wraps, and 
life preservers.  Jarrett, haughty with his recent suc-
cess at completing a 360, wasnôt about to let Roach 
forget that he, as the reigning M6 Novice trick champ, 
had been under this pressure before.  Roach reminded 
Jarrett that only two trick skis were in the water during 
state competition in ó09, and both those were on 
Jarrettôs feet.  Fairland teammates went nuts as Jarrett 
slipped and slid toward the course, groaning as Dave 
went swimming about sixty feet past the start buoy.. on 
both trick passes.  Though spray and axis transitions 
seemed indicative of a several thousand point run, 
Roach flailed his way down course to a 280 point total, 

(Continued on page 5) 

Skiers Flock to 61
st

 State Championship in Mount Vernon  

Grassroots Boys ripping it!  
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2010 INDIANA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT FINAL RESULTS   
   SLALOM  TRICKS JUMP OVERALL  
GIRLS 1 1) Emma Tynan    

GIRLS 2 1) Elizabeth Tynan    

 2) Lauren Goldman    

GIRLS 3 1) Megan Lambert    

  2) Saige Driver       

WOMEN 1 1) Jenna Gelbert Molly Harrison Kirby Schmitt Abby Schmitt 

  2)  Abby Schmitt Abby Schmitt Abby Schmitt Kirby Schmitt 

 3)  Kirby Schmitt Kirby Schmitt     

WOMEN 2 1) Sherry Dawson Maria Metzler Sherry Dawson Sherry Dawson 

  2) Carla Stornetta Sherry Dawson     

  3)  Carla Stornetta     

WOMEN 3 1)  Jada Sparks   

WOMEN 4 1) Debbie Ruddick       

  2) Sue Goldman       

WOMEN 5 1) Diane Tucker Diane Tucker Diane Tucker Diane Tucker 

  2) Jean Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt 

  3) Cheryl Schmitt      

WOMEN 6 1) Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards 

BOYS 1 1) Cameron Wischmeyer       

BOYS 2 1) Blake Miller Blake Miller Blake Miller Blake Miller 

BOYS 3 1) Samuel Jackson Andrew Schmitt Briant Detty Briant Detty 

  2) Briant Detty Briant Detty Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt 

  3) Lake Clark Clay Schmitt Clay Schmitt Clay Schmitt 

MEN 1 1) Nate Smith Scott Schmitt Scott Schmitt Scott Schmitt 

  2) Noah Vieke Mason Sharkey Matt McCain  

  3) Scott Schmitt Matt McCain    

MEN 2 1) Neal Clark    

  2) Jeffrey Myers    

  3) Charles Hutton    

MEN 3 1) Scott Tynan    

  2) Chris Clark    

  3) Benjamin Bailey        

MEN 4 1) Kevin Smith Jim Beck   

  2) Paul Miller    

  3) Paul Goldman    

MEN 5 1) Kim Contos Steve Plummer  Mark Schmitt  John Kniesly 

  2) Mark Schmitt Mark Schmitt  John Kniesly   

  3) John Kniesly       

MEN 6 1) Gary Hall Larry Smith Larry Smith Larry Smith 

  2) Dave Jarrett Randy Sharkey   

  3) Larry Smith      

MEN 7 1) Glen Reid Howard Little Glen Reid Glen Reid 

  2) Lester Bender Glen Reid     

     Gene Lamberson     

Novice M6   1)  Bill Roach   

2)  Dave Jarrett   

Expert M1  1) Matt Beck    

Expert M2  1) Steve Gilbert    

Expert M6  1) William Roach    

Grassroots Slalom  Boys 1 Men 2 Men 4 Women 2   Women 4  

  1) Blake Dawson Arron Crane Jerry Hodges Reeda Stone Jennifer Lambert 
  2) Vince Dawson      
  3) Nate Gmutza        
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treating the former champ to a crow sandwich. 
 
Dos Lonely Boys, Cam Wischmeyer (B1) and Blake 
Miller (B2) were the only competitors in their divisions.  
Still, slalom fanatic Wischmeyer rounded 2 at 22' off in 
his first trip to Posey County.  Miller took a round-
tripper over the two day meet, leaping 46 feet in jump, 
scoring 410 points in trick, and rounding 5.25 (dang!) 
buoys at 32 MPH, winning slalom and overall, too. 
 
Megan Lambert prevailed in G3 slalom, her 2 at 22' off 
besting Saige Driverôs 2 buoys at long line.  Emma Ty-
nan, improving with every meet, took Girls 1 slalom 
with 2.5 buoys at 22 MPH.  Sister Liz, a newcomer to 
G2, had to contend with 2009 slalom runner-up Lauren 
Goldmanôs 2 buoys at 30 MPH, scoring 4 at 22' off her-
self. 
 
Earlier in the week Emma and Elizabeth helped their 
dad to put aside a horrid premonition of defeat at the 
hands of Chris Clark.  According to the girls their pop 
cried out that he saw an image of a grinning Clark, his 
finger raised to signify his being #1, in a slice of just-out
-of-the-toaster raison bread on his plate.  A shaken 
Scott Tynan, calling upstairs for his wife, Lynette, left 
the room and while he was gone the quick thinking Liz 
tossed the toast into the dogôs bowl where it quickly 
was devoured.  Emma put her untouched raison toast 
on her dadôs plate, and both girls took their places at 
the table as if nothing had happened.  A frantic Scott 
led Lynette into the kitchen, pointed to the toast and 
shouted, ñSee for yourself!ò  Examining the substitute 
slice Lynette told Scott to get a grip and take out the 
trash. 
 
The Boys 3 field contained five seasoned competitors, 
three of whom vie for overall.  In tricks it was Briant 
Detty in 2

nd
 with 1810 pts, Clay Schmitt in 3

rd
 with 940 

pts, and cousin Andrew Schmitt in 1st with 2030 pts.  
Detty clawed back into overall contention with a win-
ning 142 foot jump.  Andrew kept pace and was 2

nd
 at 

126 feet.  Clay 3
rd

 at 119 feet, needed a big slalom 
score to pull even in overall.  As expected Sam Jack-
son whacked the five slalom contenders with 2 at 38' 
off, and the other slalom specialist in B3, Lake Clark, 
was 3

rd
 with 4 at 28'off.  Clay Schmitt rounded 3.5 at 

28' off, and Andrew Schmitt saw his overall champion-
ship dim as he bobbled at #1 at 28' off.  Detty, seeing 
the table set for an overall gold, didnôt blink as he ran 
2.5 at 35' off. 
 
Making good on her promise to push her new set of W6 
records set in 2009, up to that point uncharted territory 
for any Indiana skier, Prissy Edwards did just that, 
scoring 2390 trick points, a 72 foot jump, and rounding 
4 slalom buoys at 34 MPH on her way to a new overall 
mark of 2503.7 NOPS points.  Returning to competition 
after several yearsô absence Jada Sparks proved that 

her time away had not dulled her skills, scoring 2720 
points in W3 trick. 
 
Abby and cousin Kirby Schmitt waged an overall war in 
Women 1 with Abby prevailing by a mere 115 NOPS 
points.  Specialist Jenna Gilbert, recipient of the 2010 
Barb Miller Memorial Scholarship and former jumper, 
wrapped up slalom gold with 2.5 buoys at 28' off.  
Close behind was Abby Schmitt, 1.5 at 28' off, and 
Kirby with 4 at 22' off.  Trick specialist Molly Harrison 
extended her state meet win streak with a 3850 pt set, 
with Abby trailing her by 1400 pts and Kirby 3

rd
 at 1730 

pts.  Kirbyôs winning 71 jump didnôt garner enough 
NOPS points to catch her cousin whose jump was only 
3 feet shorter.  Speaking of jumping, slalom champ 
Gilbert was said to be ready to unveil a new line of 
jump skis.  Those who have seen the prototype say the 
boards feature tips which have a unique, nose shaped 
indentation.  The scuttle is that the indents were found 
to reduce respiratory turbulence when wearing the skis 
on oneôs nose. 
 
Sherry Dawson, when not riding herd on her young 
colts, Blake and Vince, managed to sweep three of four 
first place awards in W2.  Only Marie Metzlerôs 1320 pt 
trick run kept Sherry from running the table.  A 4.5 at 
28' off slalom and 54 foot jump, coupled with a 1120 
second place trick gave Sherry the overall win.  Carla 
Stornetta, Metzlerôs sister, was 3

rd
 in trick (920 pts)and 

2
nd

 in slalom.  Debbie Ruddick returned to W4 slalom 
action in a big way, rounding 3 at 22' off to edge Sue 
Goldman. 
 
No matter how they tried, Posey Countyôs own W5 Dy-
namic Duo, Cheryl and Jean Schmitt, couldnôt corral 
DeeDee Tucker.  Tucker dominated slalom(.5 at 22' 
off), trick (2030 pts) and jump (68').  Jean only com-
peted in slalom where she scored 5 buoys at 30 MPH 
for 2

nd
.  Cheryl covered all events with 2 at 30 MPH in 

slalom, and trailing the winner with 570 pts in trick and 
a 47 foot jump. 
 
In the Men1 divisions all the buzz was how deep into 
super-short line Nate Smith might go.  Five of six sla-
lom skiers in the group were slalom specialists, for this 
meet, at least.  Roth Driver had trouble early in his set 
and got the broom award.  In 4

th
 was Bryan Beerman, 

his 2.5 at 28' off slipping past Matt Irmscher who 
scored 1.5 at the same length.  The only overall con-
tender was Scott Schmitt who, after finishing 3

rd
 in sla-

lom (1.5 at 32' off) laid down an awesome winning trick 
set of 4140 pts and a winning jump of 134 feet.  Noah 
Vieke was slalom runner up with 1 at 38' off.  Top seed 
Smith loosened up with his 32', 35', and 38' off passes, 
and then got to work .  Casey Contos had held the Men 
1 record with 2 at 39 ½' off, but a new record holder 
was crowned when Nate worked all the way around #5!  
Half way through the 39 İô off pass spectators thought 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 6) 
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they were going to see a shot at 41' off, but no such 
luck - at least this year.  Matt McCain jumped 84 feet 
and tricked for 820 pts for 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 in those events.  

Mason Sharkey came out of retirement and ran a 
sweet 3280 pts in trick (2

nd
).  Brother Jared Sharkey 

had an uncharacteristically bad day on his trick ski, 
scoring only 450 pts, but getting some swim practice. 
 
Neal Clark got the best of the Men 2 slalom skiers, his 
2 at 32' off well ahead of the pack.  In 2nd was Jeff 
Myers with 3.5 at 36 MPH, barely edging out Charles 
Hutton who was ½ buoy back.  Dan Stone finished the 
scoring with 4 buoys at 34 MPH. 
 
Not much ski rope was necessary to pull the three 
competitors in Men 3 slalom.  Letôs make up a story 
problem, kind of an IWSA ISTEP, okay?  If Ben Bailey 
got 3 at 35' off, and Chris Clark 3.5 at 38' off, and Scott 
Tynan then went out and ran 3.5 at 39 ½' off, what was 
the combined line length, including handle attachment, 
at the terminal pass for these three?  What was the 
average line length at the terminal pass for the three 
Men 3 slalom skiers?   The answer will be given later in 

this summary.  Donôt cheat. 
 
Jim Beck won Men 4 trick, his score matching a well 
known federal tax form number.  The whole Men 4 sla-
lom field scored 32' off or better.  In last was Rob 
Driver, 4.5 at 32' off.  Brutal!  Beck was 6

th
 with 1 at 35' 

off, and ½ buoy better were both Brad Beerman and 
Tony Lambert.  Paul Goldman was tantalizingly close 
to running his 35' off pass, getting wide enough for #6 
but no cigar!  Paul Miller, this year leaving trick and 
jump to his son, Blake, ran a fine 3 at 38' off to finish 
just behind lake-mate Kevin Smith who flirted with the 
far end of the 38' off pass, rounding 5 buoys. 
 
Slalom conditions were good for Kim Contos, good 
enough, he hoped, to move his Men 5 record upstream 
from the rest of the school a bit.  Alas, an overdone 39 
½' turn at 2 ball left him exactly where he was last year.  
Overall champ and 2010 Rollie Williams Memorial 
Award winner Mark Schmitt dusted off his jump skis, 
setting a new M5 record with his 97 footer.  Mark was 
2

nd
 in slalom with 4 at 35' off, and tricked 550 pts for 

2
nd

.  Steve Plummer was 1
st
 in trick with 1250 pts, and 

(Continued from page 5) 
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