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Indiana State Records 2015 
  SLALOM TRICKS JUMP    OVERALL 
GIRLS 1 Amanda Burney 

1 @28off 1996 
Kirby Schmitt 
1150  2001 

  Kirby Schmitt 
1705.9  2001 

GIRLS 2 Elizabeth Tynan 
1 @ 32 off  2012 

Molly Harrison 
3210  2000 

Jane Tully 
74  1979 

Kris  Golden 
2012.8  1975 

GIRLS 3 Amanda Griffith 
5 @32 off  2004 

Kris Golden 
3580 1978 

Kris Golden 
102  1979 

Amanda Burney 
2562.3  2003 

WOMEN 1 Jenna Gilbert 
2 @ 35 off  2011-12 

Kris Golden 
5680  1981 

Joy Kelley 
115  1983 

Joy Kelley 
2817  1984 

WOMEN 2 Marla Schofield 
2 @ 35 off  1998 

Jill Smith 
3900  2005 

Rhonda Schmitt 
109  1996 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3346.4  1998 

WOMEN 3 Philippa Shedd 
2½ @ 38 off  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3650  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
98  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
2450.3  2000 

WOMEN 4 Philippa Shedd 
2½ @ 38 off  2006 

Prissy Edwards 
3380  2000 

Prissy Edwards 
80  1999 

Prissy Edwards 
2975.2  2000 

WOMEN 5 Prissy Edwards 
2.5@28 off  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3290  2005 

Prissy Edwards 
80  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3359.4  2005 

WOMEN 6 Prissy Edwards 
5.5@22 off  2013 

Prissy Edwards 
2390  2010 

Prissy Edwards 
74  2011 

Prissy Edwards 
2547.8  2012 

WOMEN 7 Prissy Edwards 
1@28 off  2014 

Prissy Edwards 
1240  2014 

Prissy Edwards 
52  2015 

Prissy Edwards 
1703.6 2014 

BOYS 1 Nate Smith  2000 
Sam Jackson  2004 
3 @32 off  2000 

Andrew Schmitt 
1290  2003 

  Andrew Schmitt 
1791.5  2003 

BOYS 2 Sam Jackson 
1 @38 off  2008 

Andrew Schmitt 
3010  2007 

Briant Detty 
110  2008 

Briant Detty 
3181.1  2008 

BOYS 3 Cale Burdick 
½ @39 ½ off  02, 03 

Jared Sharkey 
5260 2007 

Briant Detty 
148  2010 

Cale Burdick 
3028.2  2003 

MEN 1 Nate Smith 
.5@41 off  2014 

Jared Sharkey 
7790  2010 

Tom Truesdale 
173  1997 

Briant Detty 
3061.3  2015 

MEN 2 Casey Contos 
3.5 @ 38 off  2014 

Tom Danford 
4840  1987 

Tom Truesdale 
169  1998 

John Huntzinger 
2215.4  1997 

MEN 3 Scott Tynan  2009 
1 1/2 @ 41 off 

Tom Danford 
4460  1995 

Brian Detty 
149  2001 

Tom Danford 
2614  1994 

MEN 4 Kim Contos  2005 
Kevin Smith  2011 
2 @ 39 off 2005 

Tom Danford 
4450  2006 

Brian Detty 
126  2008 

Tom Danford 
2694.2  2006 

MEN 5 Kim Contos 
2 @ 39 off 2009 & 2010 

Tom Danford 
3150  2012 

Mark Schmitt 
97  2010 

Randy Sharkey 
2550.9  2001 

MEN 6 John Kniesly 
1 @ 38 off  2013 

Howard Little 
2300  2005 

John Kniesly 
73 ft.  2013 

John Kniesly 
1947.8 2013 

MEN 7 Gary Hall 
3 @ 35off  2014 

Howard Little 
2090   2012 

Glen Reid 
50   2010 & 2011 

Glen Reid 
1194.9   2010 

MEN 8 Glen Reid 
2.5 @ 32 off  2014 

Howard Little 
1410   2014 

 Glen Reid 
46 ft.  2012 

Glen Reid 
1706.9 

Open Men   Jared Sharkey 
6340  2015 
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2015 Indiana State Championship Finalist 

     SLALOM TRICKS JUMP OVERALL 

BOYS 1 1) Charlie Cross Coltin Bucher     

BOYS 2 1) Cameron Wischmeyer 
 

    

 
2) Vince Dawson 

 
    

 
3) Blake Dawson 

   
BOYS 3 1) Blake Miller Blake Miller 

  

 
2) Peyton Crowthers Peyton Crowthers 

  
Girls 1 1) Alexis Mishler Samantha Hoops 

 
Alexis Mishler 

 
2) Julie Mishler Alexis Mishler 

 
Julie Mishler 

 
3) Samantha Hoops Julie Mishler 

 
Samantha Hoops 

Girls 2 1) Aerin Goldman 
   

Girls 3 1) Caroline Sogard       

 
2) Lauren Goldman 

   
MEN 1 1) Briant Detty Briant Detty Briant Detty Briant Detty 

  2) Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt 

  3)    Michael Boyle   

MEN 2 1) Casey Contos Cody Sharkey 
  

  2) Matt Beck 
 

    

MEN 3 1) Jeffrey Cross Shane Bucher     

  2) Neal Clark Neal Clark     

  3) Thomas Schmitt 
 

    

MEN 4 1) Paul Miller Tony Lambert 
  

  2) Chris Clark 
   

  3) Tony Lambert 
 

    

MEN 5 1) Kevin Smith 
   

MEN 6 1) Mike Patterson Steve Plummer 
  

  2) Steve Plummer Paul Manning 
 

  

  3) 
 

Mike Patterson     

MEN 7 1) Dave Jarrett Randy Sharkey Don Bucher Don Bucher 

  2) Randy Sharkey Don Bucher     

  3) Don Bucher Larry Smith     

MEN 8 1) Lester Bender Howard Little 
  

  2) 
 

Gene Lamberson     

Open Men 1)   Jared Sharkey     

WOMEN 1 1) Megan Lambert Jenna Gilbert Megan Lambert Megan Lambert 

  2) Jenna Gilbert Megan Lambert     

  3) Paige Ruddick       

WOMEN 2 1) Shannon Buchanan Molly Harrison     

  2) 
 

Shannon Buchanan     

WOMEN 3 1) Marla Lott Marla Lott     

WOMEN 4 1) Jennifer Lambert       

WOMEN 5 1) Deborah Ruddick 
 

    

WOMEN 6 1) Jean Schmitt 
   

WOMEN 7 1) Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards 

Boys GR 1) Sam Ragin 
 

 Girls GR                  1) Aerin Goldman 

Slalom 2) Tommy Brunner 
 

Slalom                      2) Holly Buchanan 

 
3) Coltin Bucher 

 
                                  3) Hannah Buchanan 

Women 
Novice 

1)  Patty Patterson 

 

Expert Men Slalom   1) Steve Gilbert 

FINAL TEAM SCORES INDIANA STATE 2015 



 CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

1. Silent Shores          126 

2. Hawthorn Lake        78 

3. WSI                            76 

4. Champion Lake        66 

5. Kokomo                     60 

6. Timberlake                34 

7. Angola                        30 

8. Team Sharkey           28 

9. SKI Shelbyville           26 

10. Brewski                       14 

11. Sawmill                       10 

12. Emerald                      10 

 

 

 

NEW STATE RECORDS: 

Men 1 OVERALL   Briant Detty     3061.3 

Women 7 JUMP    Prissy Edwards    42ft 

Open Men TRICK   Jared Sharkey   6340 

 
  



Tournaments weekend of July 11 & 12 

Make Up Time! 
The rains came and two June Tournaments got postponed until July 11th and 12th. The Silent Shores Summer event 
opened to glass-like conditions and many skiers turned in "PBs" Host owner Mike Patterson skied his 32' off pass for the 
first time since 2010! There was the competition enjoyed by all between Clark and Lambert. High Water skier Hutton did 
well on a new ski only skiing a few times this summer due to flooding on his home lake. And, of course, everyone enjoyed 
the Silent Shores famous "pork burgers." What about that turquoise Nautique that Detty says is the best one yet!? 

 

 

The pictures from the Hawthorn Lake Tournament were not as good as it had to be cancelled due the flooding rains on 

Saturday night in the Indianapolis area. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Casey Contos – 2015 Midwest Regional  
M2 Slalom Champion 
 
 

  

2015 Midwest Regional Indiana Participants 

 Div Slalom Tricks Jump Overal 

Charlie Cross B1 4th    

Hunter Smith B2   10th  

Blake Miller B3 4th 5th   

Alexis Mishler G1 1st   1st 
Julie Mishler G2 2nd 4th  4th 

Caroline Sogard G3 4th 5th   

Briant Detty M1 1st 3rd 1st 1st 
Sam Jackson M1 5th    

Casey Contos M2 1st    

Cody Sharkey M2  2nd   

Neal Clark M3 4th    

Chris Clark M4 5th    

Tony Lambert M4 6th    

Paul Miller M4 7th    

Kevin Smith M5 14th    

Paul Manning M6  3rd   

Steve Plummer M6  4th   

Don Bucher M7 2nd 3rd 1st 1st 
Dave Jarrett M7 3rd    

Howard Little M8  2nd   

Roger Goings M9 2nd    

Scott Tynan MM 1st    

Nate Smith OM 1st    

Jared Sharkey OM  1st   

Megan Lambert W1 4th 9th 7th 6th 

Jenna Gilbert W1 13th 8th   

Shannon Buchanan W2 9th    

Molly Harrison W2  1st   

Jill Smith W3  1st   

Jennifer Lambert W4 5th    

Cheryl Schmitt W6 4th 3rd 2nd  

Prissy Edwards W7 3rd 1st 1st 1st 



2015 Nationals 

WOW!  Bester (Briant) Detty hit a “Beast” of a jump, 183 feet, to claim the Men1 Jump National Championship.  I guess 

Bester put on his “Big Boy”  jump paints.   

Also claiming National Championships were Nate Smith Open Men 

Slalom, maintaining his dominance in the world of slalom, and Prissy 

Edwards Women7 Jump and Overall. 

The Mishler girls did some fine skiing in their first Nationals.   Alexis was 
2nd in G1 Slalom, 8th in Tricks, and 4th Overall. 
Julie scored 6th in G1 Slalom, 7th in Tricks, and 8th Overall. 
 
Others bringing home hardware were Detty, M1 Tricks 4th and Overall 
2nd; Cody Sharkey M2 Tricks 5th; Don Bucher M7 Overall 3rd; Roger 
Goings M9 Slalom 4th; Molly Harrison W2 Tricks 5th; Cheryl Schmitt W6 
Tricks, Jump, and Overall 4th; and Prissy Edwards W7 Tricks 3rd. 
 
Here is the results of all the Indiana skiers. 
 

 

2015 Nationals 

 Div Slalom Tricks Jump Overall 

Charlie Cross B1 20th    

Wischmeyer, Cameron B2 9th    

Alexis Mishler G1 2nd 8th  4th 

Julie Mishler G1 6th 7th  8th 
Caroline Sogard G3 25th    

Briant Detty M1 17th 4th 1st 2nd 

Sam Jackson M1 6th    

Casey Contos M2 8th    

Cody Sharkey M2  5th   

Jeffrey Cross M4 22nd    

Kevin Smith M5 6th    

Kim Contos M5 9th    

Paul Manning M6  7th   

Don Bucher M7 20th 7th 6th 3rd 

Dave Jarrett M7 22th    

Roger Goings M9 4th    

Scott Tynan MM 6th    

Nate Smith OM 1st    

Jared Sharkey OM  5th   

Molly Harrison W2  5th   

Cheryl Schmitt W6 9th 4th 4th 4th 

Prissy Edwards W7 6th 3rd 1st 1st 

 

 
  



 
 
Fall Tournament Wrap 
 
Actually “Late Summer” tournament experienced some good weather and a little not so good.  But water skiers our a tough 

breed. 

Champion Lake, McCordsville, (August 25) had sunny skies and good conditions. Where else do you get to ski with the 

“World Record Holder” Nate Smith ski in a local tournament.  And it always good to see a “Three Event” tournament.  Here 

is the link to the scorebook - http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M013CS.HTM  

A bunch of the Purdue skiers old and new got together in Evansville (August 25).  You got to love it when there is a bunch of 

college girls on the shore and the boys bring out the “Big Boards” and do a lot of jumping.  College age girls on shore = big 

jumps!  Also in addition to a whole bunch of Schmitts skiing, Open Mens Skier Cale Burdick made the trips from Michigan to 

put on a fine performance in all three events.  Scorebook link here - 

http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M016CS.HTM  

With the water level back up to acceptable level the Cindonway Club held a tournament over the Labor Day weekend 

(September 6).  After enduring a few rain showers good weather returned.  The Contos guys showed up to put out some 

nice slalom scores and M9 skier Roger Goings showed that a bunch of buoys can be run after the age of 75.  Scorebook link 

here - http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M045CS.HTM  

Also over the Labor Day weekend (Sept 7) the Timberlake Lake folks held their last 3-event tournament of the year.  

Scorebook link here - http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M012CS.HTM  

Not including the flooding conditions earlier this summer there had been a good stretch of weather for the tournaments.  

That all came to end for the Silent Shores Tournament (September 12).  When this old judge pulled into the site my truck 

register 51o F and the shores weren’t silent due to the wind out of the north.  All that however didn’t deter the ” Real Water 

Skiers “ .  Lead off by the little Mishler girls out there showing the rest of the skiers their grit.  How could the others not 

follow.  Through all the challenging conditions there where good scores to be had – notably Kim Contos made it all the way 

down to the 5th buoy at 38 off and Tony Lambert did 4 buoys at 38 off in the rain!  Also Molly Harrison score a shade over 

4000 trick points.  Next year Mikey guarantees good conditions, so come on back.   Scorebook link - 

http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M014CS.HTM  

Final water ski tournament of the 2015 season.  The final Indiana water ski tournament of 2015 was held on Saturday, 

September 19th.  The day started off with some rain but the event began at 9:00 AM and the typical sunny Scott Tynan 

weather emerged providing excellent skiing conditions throughout the day.  There were numerous "PBs" during the day 

with several skiers getting into 38 and 39 off.   Hoosier bred Cale Burdick topped the day by getting into 41' off.  The event 

also played host to skiers from Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, Tennessee, and South Carolina.  Scorebook link - 

http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M035CS.HTM 

http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M013CS.HTM
http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M016CS.HTM
http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M045CS.HTM
http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M012CS.HTM
http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M014CS.HTM
http://www.usawaterski.org/rankings/ScoreBks/16M035CS.HTM


2015 IWSA Fall Awards Banquet Report 

The cozy atmosphere and picturesque location of the White River Yacht Club served as a perfect spot for the annual IWSA 

Awards Banquet held on November 7th, 2015.  Approximately 80 guests made it a "full house" and the arrangements and 

decorations by hosts Harrison Family made the evening a smashing success.  Don't discount the humor thrown into the mix 

by MC John Kniesly in his new pith helmet!  The business part of the evening included the General Membership Meeting 

announcing the new slate of officers and tournament selections for the 2016 season.  (to be announced at a later post)  The 

generous door prizes donated by Bart's, Skier's Edge, and Pine Crest Marine added to the festivities.  Highlight of the 

evening was the induction of Tom Danford into the IWSA Hall of Fame.  Many of Tom's ski-mates including 2 plane loads 

from Angola, attended to honor Tom's award. 

Hall of Fame Inductee – Tom Danford 

Tom started his skiing career as a youngster on Lake Gage where 

he hung out with several of older skiers who involved him in 

show skiing.  Ken Meloon of the Correct Craft Meloon family 

introduced Tom to trick skiing on a pair of Ricky McCormick trick 

skis.  Another older skier, John McLaughlin, bet Tom a steak 

dinner at Bill’s Steak House that he couldn’t turn around and ski 

backwards in the show.  John who became a Correct Craft dealer 

became a lifelong friend, but Tom is still waiting on that steak.   

Tom’s first skiing award was the “Gageous Rex Award” for 

barefooting all the way around the Lake Gage.  After honing their 

slalom skiing skills on a cinderblock, milk jug, and antifreeze 

bottle course he and a group ventured over to Lake James for the Day of Challenge hosted by Don & Rene Scheimann and 

Clark Smith.  After the tournament 14 year old Tom asked Mr. Smith about the “thing” in front of his house.  Being a 

daredevil and no parents around resulted in Tom’s first jump experience.  Along with his friends they were hooked.  This 

experience resulted in the group pooling their money and building a jump back on Lake Gage in the summer of 1973. 

The next summer the group of Lake Gage skiers ventured all the way to Mishawaka to attend a tournament where he was 

advised to enter the Novice Division.  After skiing well in the slalom and trick events it was time for jump.  As he crossed the 

wake on his first attempt he determined continuing would end him up in the side apron so he stopped cutting and held on 

the handle.  That’s what they did back on Lake Gage.  However here he learned that resulted in a disqualification.  Tom left 

with two important take a ways – He really enjoyed tournament water skiing and he better get a rule book. 

Tom, now in his college years, ventured over to Crooked Lake to ski on the slalom course on the 1st basin at sunrise with 

Glen Reid and Larry Smith.  The group also skied on the 3rd basin of Crooked Lake. The 3rd basin was long and narrow with 

soft water and trick skiing was king.  Tom is still skiing with Glen and Larry – 40 years later.   

After graduation from college in 1978 Tom rewarded his efforts by purchasing his first Nautique replacing his Dad’s Sea Ray 

as his practice boat.  On September 11, 1982 he and Pattie were married.  Now Tom had a boat and a boat driver.   

Tom has recorded several State Tournament Records that still stand - 1987 M2 Tricks (4840), 1994 M3 Overall (2614), 1995 

M3 Tricks (4660), and 2012 Men5 Tricks (3150).  While in M2 in 1985, Tom recorded his longest jump of 138 which qualified 

him to ski in the Regionals as a three event skier.  At the 1988 Regionals Tom captured his first Regional placement – a 2nd 

in Tricks.  By the time he entered the M3 division his skills in all divisions improved enough that he could ski in all three 

events at the Nationals.   



Tom was first in Tricks at the Midwest Regionals in 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2013, and 2014; and first in Overall 2005, 

2007, 2008, 2009, 2013. In 2005 he won the Overall National Title in M4.  He successfully defended his title in 2006 

In 2005 Tom was selected as member of the USA Water Ski Team for the Senior Worlds in Africa.  Since the tournament 

was an 8-day event in early November Tom had to train in the cool air and water of Northern Indiana through-out October.  

Tom had strong scores in all three events – 4 at 38 off for 5th in slalom , slightly over 4200 in tricks for 2nd, and a top ten in 

jump with a 108.  These scores resulted in the gold medal in Overall.  While one of the smallest in Tom’s trophy case this is 

the one he is most proud of and lead to the Team USA to win the gold. 

Early in his skiing carrier Tom followed the example set forth by folks like Ray Huber, Don Scheimann, Randy Sharkey, Don 

Bucher, John Miller, Steve Plummer, Jeff Smith and others  and decided to get involved running the tournaments and 

obtain officials credentials.  During the 1980’s Tom and Larry Smith travelled nearly every weekend around central and 

northern Indiana officiating at tournaments.  Tom and Larry met many folks during those years that have become life- long 

friends.  Many of whom have taken their own path in supporting Indiana waterskiing.  It was countless weekends that Mike 

and Patty Patterson joined Larry and Tom at those central Indiana tournaments along with Carl Truesdale, Brian Detty, 

Deedee Tucker, Prissy Edwards, to name just a few.    

In the 1990’s Tom became a senior judge and scorer and became more involved in the Regional level.  He has officiated at 

the Regionals many times serving as Chief Scorer twice and Chief Judge 3 times.   In 1998 he received the Tommy Dorwin 

Award for outstanding official at the Regionals and in 2009 he received the Mary Jo Power Award for outstanding scorer at 

the Regionals  

With the encouragement of Jeff Smith, Tom expanded his officiating to the national and international level and became a 

Pan Am Judge.  He has officiated at close to 15 nationals and was ACJ at 6 of them.  In 2004 he was Chief Judge at the 

Nationals in West Palm Beach and again in 2010 at Waters Edge in Illinois.  The 2010 tournament was significant in that it 

was the first nationals to be done on a 2-lake site in decades.  He won the Tommy Dorwin Award for outstanding official 

and the 2003 Nationals. 

Tom has officiated y international events with his first one being the Under 21 World Championship in Santiago, Chile in 

2003.  In 2008 he was Chief Judge at the Pan Am Championships in Mexico.   In 2007 he was invited to officiate at the 

Masters and continued to officiate at this most prestigious tournament through 2012.  Other international officiating 

included judge at the 2009 Worlds in Austria, Chief Scorer of the 2010 Junior Worlds in Mexico, Chief Judge at the 2009 

Malibu Open,  and Chief Judge a the US Junior Open near Dallas.  

In addition to being a Senior Judge and Scorer, Tom also obtain a Senior Driver and Technical Controller ratings.  All of these 

officiating achievements lead to Tom being named Indian Official of the Year in 2009 and 2010. 

On the administration side Tom has served as a State Council Member and Treasurer for 15 years.  In this position he 

helped the IWSA become a recognized 501(c)(3) with the IRS.  This was essential in the conduct of a charity gaming event 

that increased the IWSA treasurer 500%. 

Tom has served as the Treasurer for the Midwest Region for over 30 years.  He served as a Director of AWSA for the 

Midwest for 8 years and is now an Honorary National Director.  He also has served as the Midwest EVP for a short time. 

Tom got involved on the national level as the Midwest Region representative on the Rules Committee.  He served as 

Chairman of the Rules Committee for 9 years.   During this time he worked closely with Jeff Surdej, Dave Clark, and Jim 

Crew to revamp NOPS and replace the EP rating system with the current ranking system.  As chair he also suggested and 

implemented a Record Review Panel for trick records.  He served on this panel for 5 years and on the Rules Committee for a 

total of 11 years.   

Tom has also served as the Treasurer of the AWSA for several years and as a Trustee for the American Water Ski 

Educational Foundation for 8 years. 



With all the above skiing, officiating, and administration accomplishments Tom is most deserving of induction into the IWSA 

Hall of Fame. 

 

Female Collegiate Skier of the Year – Megan 

Lambert 

Megan started off the years being invited to ski in the Collegiate 

All-Star Tournament where she was Women’s Slalom Co-

Champion.   

At the 2015 Indiana State Tournament in Womens 1 she was 1st 

in Slalom, 2nd in Tricks, 1st in Jump, and 1st Overall.  At the 

Midwest Regionals she was 5th in Womens 1 Slalom.  

This fall competition continued in collegiate skiing where at the 

Southern Ohio Challenge she was 1st in Slalom, 4th in Tricks, 4th in Jump, and 1st in Overall.  Her slalom awards continued at 

the remaining 2015 collegiate tournaments – 4th at the Ball State Fling, 3rd at the Great lakes Conference Championships, 

and 5th at the Midwest Collegiate Regionals. 

Megan is Treasurer, senior captain, driver, and coach for the Purdue Water Ski and Wakeboard Club.  She was the recipient 

of the 2015 IWSA Barb Miller Memorial College Scholarship and the 2015 Midwest Regional Scholarship. 

Megan worked with Andy Schmitt and the Purdue Ski Team to arrange practice time at Scott Morgan’s lake after losing 

their original lake.  Megan and Scott worked with a group of mostly newbies to develop a team that not only qualified for 

the Midwest Collegiate Tournament but came within 5 points of upsetting powerhouse Iowa State for a wild card spot and 

the Collegiate Nationals. 

 

Hard Luck Skier of the Year – Kim Contos 

It started one morning while Kim was standing in front of his full 

length mirror.  He was of course making sure his board shorts 

matched his vest, goggles, handle, gloves and ski.  In a hasty spin to 

check his profile, he must had knocked over the mirror and broken 

it or so it would seem to the outside observers because on a July 

20th practice set his front wing screw released while crossing the 

wake at top speed.   This pitched him forward onto his face and 

chest resulting in broken goggles and a collapsed lung and a stay in 

the hospital. He then missed the State and Midwest Regional 

Tournaments the next two weekends.  Rather than completing the 

advised six weeks off the water for recuperation, Kim was training 

again less than two weeks after his crash.  After a little more than one week of training Kim competed in the US Nationals.   

Now back on the tournament skiing trail Kim had another hard fall rounding #5 ball trying to complete the 38 off pass.  

Although initially he did not fully comprehend the extent of his injury, after a trip to the med center an x-ray revealed a 

broken bone in his hand – season over for Kim.  His son Casey would like to add that Kim’s loyalty and dedication to driving 

the boat for him has not wavered through these injuries.  Although Casey did admit a little nervousness with the first trip 

around the island with Kim driving with his giant arm cast.   



Kim now has all winter to heal from his injuries and be ready to go by springtime.  No repeat of THIS award is needed.  

 

Comeback Skier of the Year – Roger Goings 

Roger of the Kokomo Ski Club is 75 years old and improving at a 

pace faster than any 75 year or for that matter much young.  

Most folk at that and much younger age is happy just to 

maintain.  During a Labor Tournament at Cindonway, Roger set a 

PB (personal best) of 2 @ 28 off skiing in the Mens 9 division. 

Roger skied INT tournament s for a number of years and won a 

National Championship there.  He participated in an NSL event at 

Cindownway in 2008.  He competed in several USA Water Ski 

tournaments through 2012 and 2013 and in 2014 he placed 5th at 

the Midwest Regionals.  In 2015 Roger focused on USA Water Ski 

tournaments participate in eight events culminating in placements of 2nd at Regionals and 4th at Nationals. 

His dedication to the sport is demonstration by his practice sets with Bud Starck and Tim Garrsion starting just before 

daybreak every day but Sunday.  By late September they are in the water by 6:45 AM and yes it can be in the 40’s that 

early.  It is so dark that they had to spray paint boat guides at the north end of the lake iridescent red so they could be seen 

by the moonlight.   

Roger being a retired engineer is always there to fix things.  He is always helpful and will do whatever it takes to allow 

everyone to ski.  Every club hope to have someone like Roger.   

 

Junior Skier of the Year – Charlie Cross 

Four feet tall and 50 some pounds 9 year old Charlie is one of our 

newest skiers.  He skis with his Dad and other club members at 

Shelbyville and occasional with Kevin Smith at Champion.  He also 

occasionally skies with Seth Stisher in Charleston.  His dad Jeff 

hopes he looks up to him but is pretty sure he wants to ski like 

Nate Smith who has been a great mentor.  He may not have 

gotten off the starting dock at either Regionals or Nationals 

without the encouragement of Nate. 

Charlie won Boys 1 Slalom this year in the State Tournament.  He 

finished 4th in the Regionals with a new PB of 1 @ 21mph long line.  He skier in his 1st Nationals this year and set another 

new PB of 5 @ 23 mph long line 11 buoys over his average. 

 

 

 

 

 



Family Skiers of the Year – the Mishlers 

We didn’t know this family two year ago.  Last year they showed 

up in their camper and became a fixture around Indiana 

tournaments.  Mon and Dad have been faithful to haul their two 

girls to virtually every ski tournament and clinic available in the 

state.  The girls just started running full slalom course passes last 

summer and this year they learned to trick the week before the 

State Tournament. 

Julie, the youngest, placed 2nd in slalom, 3rd in tricks, and 2nd 

overall at the Indiana State Tournament.  At the Midwest 

Regional Tournament she placed 2nd in slalom, 4th in tricks, and 4th overall.  At the National Tournament she placed 6th in 

slalom and 7th in tricks.  She improved her trick score by 130 points in three short weeks, and from the Sawmill Spring 

Tournament to the Sawmill Fall Tournament she improved her slalom score by 33.5 buoys. 

Alexis, Julie’s older sister, placed 1st in slalom, 2nd in tricks, and 1st overall at the Indiana State Tournament.  At the Midwest 

Regional Tournament she placed 1st in slalom, 5th in tricks, and 1st overall.  At the National Tournament she placed 2nd in 

slalom, 8th in tricks, and 4th overall.  She was awarded the National Most Improved for Girls 1 Slalom. From the Sawmill 

Spring Tournament to her last tournament in September she improved her slalom score by 28 buoys. 

 

Pro Skier of the Year – Nate Smith 

Nate needs no introduction to Indiana skiers; after all he is the World Slalom Record Holder.  The McCordsville native 

continued his dominance of the International Men’s Open competition.  He won the Moomba Masters (Australia), Us 

Masters (Callaway Gardens, GA), Malibu Cup (Tuscaloosa, AL), Pan Am Games (Toronto, CN), Midwest Regional, US 

Nationals, Malibu Open (Milwaukee, WI), California Pro-Am (Sacramento, CA).   

We have all seen Nate on the cover of several issues of our water ski magazines and this year he was awarded Water Ski 

magazine “Skier of the Year”. 

 

Trick Skiing Family of the Year – Nancy, Molly, and Daryl Harrison 

1969….”I really like your boat….Do you want to get together 

and ski…I am a trick skier and I have a Corvette.  Daryl’s pick up 

line 

That is how the “Harrison Trick” obsession began – trick skiing 

has been a part of their lives for the last 46 years – a really big 

part. 

BIG PART …. Nautiques, Mastercrafts, Al Tyll, Cypress Gardens, 

EPs, O’Brien, Kidder , HO, grooves, no groves, binders, boots, 

break away binders, no releases, string pull release, Casad 

release, Masterline release, rope releases, board shorts, trick 

tops, wet suits, dry suits, trick handles, toe straps, Bart’s, Skiers’ Edge, Kim’ Ski School, Liz Allen’s Ski School, Russ Stiffler’s 

Ski School, Tory Bagiano’s Ski School, Cory Pickos’ Ski School, dense-fog skiing (scary), heavy rain and snow skiing (no 



windshield wipers), breaking ice with your boat to ski (tow truck to get us out), frozen in you dry suit, lunchtime skiing, 

mother-in-law lunches, Cordy-Sweetwater Lakes, Morse Reservoir, Fairland Ski Club, Sugar Creek Ski Club, and White 

River…FUN, DEDICATION….TOURNAMENTS AND LOTS OF GREAT FRIENDS…just all parts of Trick Skiing.   

1987….Greatest event in our lives….Molly!   Now more of the above plus ….. blue boards, kneeboards, one-strap bathing 

suits, little trick skis, little wet suits, little gloves, etc. 

These are the memories of Nancy as to the Harrison obsessions with trick skiing. 

With the discipline of trick skiing changing yearly with multiple toe turns, line-overs, and variation of flips, many skiers have 

left the tricks to kids.  As a family the Harrisons have tried to encourage and help skiers of all ages to start or continue to 

learn new tricks.  Their hope is that more skiers will return to the excitement of 3-event skiing and tournaments. 

To promote trick skiing the Harrisons have conducted very successful Trick Clinics the last several years and will continue to 

conduct the clinic again this year.  Additionally the Harrison arranged and promoted this very successful Awards Banquet. 

To the Harrisons – GREAT JOB!! 

 

Trick Clinic Skier of the Year – Don Bucher 

Brewski Lake has hosted the IWSA Trick Clinic for the last three years 

and many skiers have participated in these clinics but this year Don 

Bucher attended for the first time.  Don’s attendance surprised Nancy 

Harrison as she always thought of him as a slalom skier. 

Don showed exceptional interest in learning new tricks and 

perfecting his trick run.  He listened to all hints and worked hard all 

day.  He even listened to Nancy yelling at him from the shore to wait 

for the wake on his Wake O.  Utilizing his new found interest in tricks 

he placed 3rd in Tricks at the Midwest Regionals and qualified for overall at the National Championships.  At the Nationals, 

Don improved his score and placed seventh in Tricks.  Don’s National Ranking is 10th in Overall and 18th in Tricks. 

Don took the trick ski advice he received at the clinic and put it to use this season.  Many skiers come for the day, ski, eat, 

and go home till the next year, this year one of those skiers took tricking seriously and improved vastly.  Congratulations 

Don  

 

Male Skier of the Year – Briant B’ster Detty 

B’ster capped of his 2015 Tournament season with a monster jump of 

183 feet to win the Mens 1 National Championship.  By the way this 

was the longest jump of the entire 2015 National Championship 

Tournament.   

B’ster started of his season at the Collegiate All Stars where placed a 

Jump 1st, Slalom 3rd, Trick 3rd, and Overall 1st.  This is the second time 

he has won the Collegiate All Star Jump event.  He had a clean sweep 

at the Indiana State Champions with 1st in Slalom, Tricks, Jump, and 

Overall.  His Overall score of 3,061.3 NOPS was a new State Record. 



At the Midwest Regional Championships B’ster scored a 3rd in Tricks and 1st in Slalom, Jump, and Overall.  In additional to 

that big jump for the National Championship in the jump discipline, he score 4th in Tricks and was the Overall runner-up.  

Congratulations to B’ster on an excellent season. 

 

Ski Club of the Year – Hawthorne Ski Club 

When the water level at Cindonway Shores proved to be 

insufficient for safe skiing, the Hawthorne folks step up and agreed 

to host the 2015 Indiana State Championships.  As everyone knew 

they would the Hawthorne Club put on another excellent 

tournament 

 

 

 


