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Indiana State Records 2017
  SLALOM TRICKS JUMP

GIRLS 1 Julie Mishler 
1 @32off 2017 

Kirby Schmitt 
1150  2001 

  

GIRLS 2 Alexis Mishler 
2 @ 32 off  2017 

Molly Harrison 
3210  2000 

Jane Tully
74  1979

GIRLS 3 Amanda Griffith 
5 @32 off  2004 

Kris Golden 
3580 1978 

Kris Golden
102  1979

WOMEN 1 Jenna Gilbert 
2 @ 35 off  2011-12 

Kris Golden 
5680  1981 

Joy Kelley
115  1983

WOMEN 2 Marla Schofield 
2 @ 35 off  1998 

Jill Smith 
3900  2005 

Rhonda Schmitt
109  1996

WOMEN 3 Philippa Shedd 
2½ @ 38 off  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3650  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt
98  2000

WOMEN 4 Philippa Shedd 
2½ @ 38 off  2006 

Prissy Edwards 
3380  2000 

Prissy Edwards
80  1999

WOMEN 5 Prissy Edwards 
2.5@28 off  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3290  2005 

Prissy Edwards
80  2007

WOMEN 6 Prissy Edwards 
5.5@22 off  2013 

Prissy Edwards 
2390  2010 

Prissy Edwards
74  2011

WOMEN 7 Prissy Edwards 
1@28 off  2014 

Prissy Edwards 
1240  2014 

Prissy Edwards
52  2015

BOYS 1 Nate Smith  2000 
Sam Jackson  2004 
3 @32 off  2000 

Andrew Schmitt 
1290  2003 

  

BOYS 2 Sam Jackson 
1 @38 off  2008 

Andrew Schmitt 
3010  2007 

Briant Detty
110  2008

BOYS 3 Cale Burdick 
½ @39 ½ off  02, 03 

Jared Sharkey 
5260 2007 

Briant 
148  2010

MEN 1 Nate Smith 
.5@41 off  2014 

Jared Sharkey 
7790  2010 

Tom Truesdale
173  1997

MEN 2 Nate Smith 
3 @ 41 off  2016 

Tom Danford 
4840  1987 

Tom Truesdale
169  1998

MEN 3 Scott Tynan  2009 
1 1/2 @ 41 off 

Tom Danford 
4460  1995 

Brian Detty
149  2001

MEN 4 Scott Tynan 2016 
Kim Contos  2005 
Kevin Smith  2011 
2 @ 39 off 2005 

Tom Danford 
4450  2006 

Brian Detty
126  2008

MEN 5 Kim Contos 
2 @ 39 off 2009 & 2010

Tom Danford 
3150  2012 

Brian Detty
114 ft.  2016

MEN 6 Kim Contos 
4 @ 38 off  2016 

Steve Plummer 
2410  2016 

John Kniesly.  2013
Mark Schmitt 2017
73 ft

MEN 7 John Kniesly 
2 @ 38 off  2017 

Howard Little 
2090   2012 

Glen Reid
50   2010 & 2011

MEN 8 Glen Reid 
2.5 @ 32 off  2014 

Howard Little 
1410   2014 

 Glen Reid
46 ft.  2012

MEN 9 Glen Reid 
2 @ 28off 2017 

Eugene Lamberson 
160  2016 

Glen Reid
37 ft.  2017

Open Men Nate Smith 
2 @ 43 off  2017 

Jared Sharkey 
6340  2015 
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Indiana State Records 2017 

JUMP    OVERALL 
 Samantha Hoops 

2009.9  2016 
Jane Tully 
74  1979 

Kris  Golden 
2012.8  1975 

Kris Golden 
102  1979 

Amanda Burney 
2562.3  2003 

Joy Kelley 
115  1983 

Joy Kelley 
2817  1984 

Rhonda Schmitt 
109  1996 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3346.4  1998 

Rhonda Schmitt 
98  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
2450.3  2000 

Prissy Edwards 
80  1999 

Prissy Edwards 
2975.2  2000 

Prissy Edwards 
80  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3359.4  2005 

Prissy Edwards 
74  2011 

Prissy Edwards 
2547.8  2012 

Prissy Edwards 
52  2015 

Prissy Edwards 
1703.6 2014 

 Andrew Schmitt 
1791.5  2003 

Briant Detty 
110  2008 

Briant Detty 
3181.1  2008 

Briant Detty 
148  2010 

Cale Burdick 
3028.2  2003 

Tom Truesdale 
173  1997 

Briant Detty 
3061.3  2015 

Tom Truesdale 
169  1998 

Scott Schmitt 
2336.4  2017 

Brian Detty 
149  2001 

Tom Danford 
2614  1994 

Brian Detty 
126  2008 

Tom Danford 
2694.2  2006 

Brian Detty 
114 ft.  2016 

Randy Sharkey 
2550.9  2001 

John Kniesly.  2013
Mark Schmitt 2017
73 ft 

John Kniesly 
1947.8 2013 

Glen Reid 
50   2010 & 2011 

Glen Reid 
1194.9   2010 

Glen Reid 
46 ft.  2012 

Glen Reid 
1706.9 

Glen Reid 
37 ft.  2017 

Glen Reid 
1050.5 
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Two Hall of Famers  - 2/2/2017 
 
Following is a message from Tom Danford relating a recent meeting with Don Sheimann who is one of the first members 
inducted into the Hall of Fame. 
 
I ran into Don Scheimann over the holidays.  He invited me 
over to see one of his Christmas presents.    It is a custom 
made wooden display ski, personally engraved with Don’s 
favorite tournament and favorite bible passage.  The 
tournament, A Day of Challenge hosted by the Lake James 
Sports Club was held on Lake James.  I remember my first 
tournament experience was in 1971 at A Day of Challenge 
tournament.  And the bible phrase is “When you pass through 
the waters, I will be with you.”.  And you will note the ski boasts 
inlayed wood similar to skis of the ‘70s like Maharajah as well 
as a “Scheimann” fin.  Further, in years past Don was all about 
standing tall, which he has engraved by the slalom skier.  But 
Father Time has created challenges for Don so he had it also 
engraved simply with stand!.  Don is such an inspiration and an 
Indiana Water Ski Ambassador!  Don & Rene were so 
instrumental with connecting folks with tournament skiing for which I am truly grateful. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Thomas S. Danford, CPA 
 
  



Spring Fling  -  6/4/2017 
 
The annual IWSA Spring Fling brought out numerous central Indiana water skiers.  The weatherman missed it again as it 
was a perfect summer sunny day.  In addition to the usual free skiing sets plus burgers and hot dogs off the grill,   a 
drivers clinic was operated during the day.  Numerous drivers jumped in the boat and many of the drivers also donned 
their skis and took a set.  Kids and adults enjoyed the water slides and just plain relaxing.   
  
Dave Jarrett 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  



RHI Clinic  -  6/9/2017 
 
Day #2 of the Rehabilitation Hospital of Indianapolis (RHI) water ski event on Morse Reservoir brought lots of sunshine 
and many smiles to the faces of volunteers and participants.  Thanks to Pinecrest Marine/Mastercraft  and 2 other 
volunteers for supplying boats for the event.  Organizer John Kniesly  (in the pith helmet)  was overseeing the event both 
days with radio walkie/talkie in one hand and megaphone in the other.   Water skier Danny (in white sunglasses) has 
skied in this event for 21 years.  He skied several sets celebrating his 71st birthday!  Accolades to all of the volunteers, 
sponsors, swimmers, drivers, grill masters/cooks, and all for making this worthwhile event a success. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Junior Development Clinic  -  6/17/2017 
 
The IWSA sponsored Junior Development for 2017 was super success. Accolades to Kent Hoops and family for 
organizing rounding up sponsors and volunteers for the 2 day event held at Brewski Lake in Indianapolis.  Thanks to 
sponsors Pinecrest Marine, HO Water Sports, IWSA,  and  Mastercraft Boats.  Coaches Megan Lambert, Casey Contos, 
DeeDee Tucker, Kent Hoops and drivers Phil Mishler, Jeff Cross, and Neal Clark spent 9 hour days with the youngsters 
improving their skills in both slalom and trick water skiing.  In addition to water skiing skills, the  skiers enjoyed a fishing 
contest,  archery, bean bag toss, playing on water slides, lunch, and cliff jumping off the boat house! 
 
Watch for the red Syndicate HO junior's  tent at the tournaments this summer.  First tournament of the summer season is 
next Saturday at Champion Lake. 
 
Dave Jarrett 
 



 



Champion Lake Tournament  -  6/26/2017 
 
The first summer tournament in Indiana for 2017 " came in like a lamb and went out like a lion!"  Glen Reid (Men's 8 
three eventer) started off the day by landing 3 jumps.  Then the slalom skiers took over for three rounds of "breezy" sets!  
The first round was blessed with an "orange peel" surface but the 2 successive rounds got a bit "choppy" with a direct 
West wind coming down the lake.  Congrats to Neal Clark who accomplished his PB tournament score of 2 @ 39' off.  
Nate Smith skied 1.5 @ 43' off on his home lake and later was in the driver's seat for part of the tournament. The HO 
Junior Development Team tent was up for shade and sharing.  The next scheduled event is July 1st at Hawthorne Lake 
near Danville, Indiana. 
 
Dave Jarrett 
 

 
  



 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks   Jump 

  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score   feet 

Charlie Cross B2 4.25 -15 30 58.25             

Julie Mishler G1 2.50 -28 30 68.50             

Samantha Hoops G2 1.50 -15 30 55.50   580 480 1060     

Alexis Mishler G2 3.00 -28 32 75.00             

Lake Clark M1 2.50 -28 36 86.50             

Blake Miller M1 3.50 -28 36 87.50   1050 710 1760     

Adam Cord M2 2.50 -38 36 104.50             

Nate Smith M2 1.50 -43 36 121.50             

Neal Clark M3 2.00 -39.5 34 104.00             

Jeffrey Cross M3 6.00 -35 34 96.00             

Chris Clark M4 1.50 -35 34 91.50             

Tony Lambert M4 4.50 -35 34 94.50             

Paul Miller M4 3.00 -38 34 99.00             

Scott Morton M4 4.00 -15 34 4.00             

Thomas Sims M4 1.50 -32 34 85.50             

Tom Cook M5 3.00 -32 34 87.00             

Holt Worth M5 5.00 -15 34 5.00             

Kevin Smith M5 4.00 -38 34 100.00             

Mike Patterson M6 3.50 -28 34 81.50             

Mark Powers M6 5.00 -32 34 89.00             

Dave Jarrett M8 5.00 -28 30 71.00             

Roger Goings M9 2.50 -15 30 2.50             

Glenn Reid M9 3.50 -22 30 63.50 320 470 790   41 

Camille Clark W1 2.00 -15 34 68.00             

Megan Lambert W1 3.00 -32 34 85.50             

Paige Ruddick W1 1.00 -28 34 79.00             

Jennifer Lambert W4 5.00 -15 30 5.00             

Debarah Ruddick W5 2.00 -28 32 74.00             

 
 
  



Hawthorne Classic  -  7/1/2017 
 
Out of state skiers from Michigan and Illinois joined the Indiana skiers at the July 1st Hawthorn Mid Summer  
tournament.  The wind gods were not kind producing a strong wind out of the west but that didn't deter  several skiers 
from posting some "PBs."  Charlie Cross and David Meinhardt achieved their "PBs" along with Julie Mishler of Camelot 
Lake who set a new Midwest record for Girls #1.  It was especially rewarding to see 9 junior skiers participating in this 
event.  Next tournament next Saturday July 8th back at Hawthorn 
. 
Dave Jarrett 
 

 
 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks   Jump 

  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score   feet 

Kolten Hoops B1 2.00 long 16 2.00             
Charlie Cross B2 62.00 -15 32 62.00   80 0 80     
Ty Meeker B2 0.50 -28 32 62.00             
Reid Meinhardt B2 1.00 -32 30 73.00   1890 1600 3490     
Holden Beinhauer B3 5.00 -28 36 89.00   290 0 290     
Julie Mishler G1 1.00 -32 30 73.00   500 80 580     
Samantha Hoops G2 4.00 -15 30 58.00   580 350 930     
Alexis Mishler G2 75.00 -28 32 75.00   500 0 500     
Briant Detty M1 2.00 -38 36 104.00   1710 1050 2760   185 
Nicholas Roshelli M1 4.00 -32 36 94.00             
Jeffrey Cross M3 2.00 -38 34 98.00             
David Meinhardt M3 2.50 -38 34 98.50             
Dustin Montgomery M3 1.50 -15 30 1.50             
Doug Meeker M4 5.00 -32 34 89.00             
Patrick Reagin M4                   64 
Brian Detty M5 2.00 -35 34 92.00             
Mike Patterson M6 3.50 -28 34 81.50             
Mark Powers M6 5.00 -32 34 89.00             
Dave Jarrett M8 3.00 -28 30 69.00             
Roger Goings M9 2.50 -15 30 3.00             
Glenn Reid M9 3.50 -15 30 5.00 

 
320 430 750   42 

Molly Wright W2           1920 1640 3560     
Angie Montgomery W3 3.00 -15 30 3.00             
Marla Lott W4 3.00 -32 34 87.00             
Kristin Meeker W4 3.00 -15 32 63.00             

 
  



Phillipa Shed Sets National Record  -  7/7/2017 
 
Phillipa Shed from Columbus IN. sets a pending National Record for W5 slalom with a score of 1@39 off, 32 mph at the Space Coast 3 event 
Record in Palm Bay, FL. 
Congrats Phillipa 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hawthorne Mid Summer Tournament – 7/10/2017 
 
Torrential rain came to Central Indiana on Thursday and Friday prior to Hawthorne’s Mid Summer Tournament making it necessary to delay the 
competition until Sunday.  Exceptional performance were achieved by Neal Clark running the 38 off pass in slalom and Briant Beaster Detty 
booming a beast of a jump at 190 feet.   Below are the best performance of the competitors. 
 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks   Jump 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score   feet 
Kolten Hoops B1 2.00 long 16 2.00             
Charlie Cross B2 4.00 -15 32 64.00   80 120 200     
Samantha Hoops G2 4.50 -15 30 58.50   660 350 1010     
Briant Detty M1 3.00 -38 36 105.00   1650 900 2550   190 
Neal Clark M3 0.25 -39.5 34 102.50             
Jeffrey Cross M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00             
Dustin Montgomery M3 3.00 -15 30 3.00             
Cody Sharkey             1450 1710 3160     
Patrick Reagin M4                   67 
Brian Detty M5 2.00 -35 34 92.00             
Mike Patterson M6 1.50 -32 34 85.50             
Mark Powers M6 5.00 -32 34 89.00             
Roger Goings M9 1.00 -22 30 61.00             
Shannon Buchanan W2         

 
480 180 660     

Molly Wright W2           1520 1720 3240     
Angie Montgomery W3 4.00 -15 30 4.00             
Patricia Patterson W6           1120 850 1970     
Diana Tucker W6 2.00 -22 32 68.00   700 900 1600     

 
  



Silent Shores Mid Summer Tournament  -  7/16/2017 
 
Silent Shores certainly did not live up to its nickname today!  It might have been a little cool in the early morning but the 
lack of wind made for ideal water skiing conditions!   The number of skiers was light due to competing tournaments in 
nearby states allowed for skiers to get their 3 rounds in by 1:30  PM.  Casey Contos was high man on the totem pole with 
the best score of the day and nervous Nellie Scott Morton got into 35' off!  The hospitality flag was flying with the famous 
Silent Shores Pork Burgers being served for lunch.  Next tournament is the IWSA State Championships at Timberlake 
near Evansville, Indiana next weekend.  It's not too late to sign up!   
Dave Jarrett 
 

 
 

 



 
SkierName   Slalom   Tricks 

  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score 

Peyton Crowthers B3 2.00 -28 36 86.00         

Casey Contos M2 1.50 -39.5 36 109.50         

Neal Clark M3 4.00 -38 34 100.00         

Christophe Susott M3 4.00 -28 34 82.00         

Scott Morton M4 2.00 -35 34 92.00         

Brian Detty M5 3.00 -35 34 93.00         

John Warne M5 4.00 -32 34 88.00         

Kim Contos M6 3.00 -38 34 99.00         

Mike Patterson M6 4.00 -32 34 88.00         

Steve Plummer M6 2.50 -22 34 74.50   850 800 1650 

Don Bucher M7 4.50 -32 30 76.50   330 240 570 

Paul Manning M7           1130 1030 2160 

Dave Jarrett M8 2.00 -32 30 74.00         

Roger Goings M9 4.00 -15 30 4.00         

Megan Lambert W1 3.50 -32 34 87.50         

Molly Wright W2           1720 0 1720 

Kimkberly Black W4 1.00 -32 34 85.00         

Jennifer Lambert W4 2.00 -15 30 56.00         

Marla Lott W4 1.00 -35 34 91.00         

Patricia Patterson W6           1040 850 1890 

Prissy Edwards W7           480 760 1240 
 
  



2017 Indiana State Tournament Report – 7/27/2017 
 
The Indiana Water Ski Championships was a record breaking event!  Record breaking temperatures hovering near the 
100 degree mark and broken state records were the order of the day!  Fortunately there was plenty of shade for the 
spectators and officials and the ability to "cool off" in the 90 degree water helped!  The "soft" Timberlake water provided 
for many state championship records to be broken.  Due to technical issues and the large number of skiers, the trick 
portion of the event had to be delayed until Sunday morning.  An early morning thunder storm dumped record amounts of 
rain causing the lake to rise approximately 1 foot and all the buoys disappeared!  The buoys were re-adjusted and the 
lake cleaned up to finish the event before noon on Sunday.  Hats off to all of the Schmitt families and the officials for a 
record setting event. 
 
The State Records set where: 
 
Girls 1 Slalom-Julie Mishler  1@32off 
Girls 2 Slalom-Alexis Mishler 2@32off 
Men 2 Overall - Scott Schmitt 2336.4 
Men 6 Jump - TIED by Mark Schmitt 73ft.  
Men 7 Slalom- John Kniesly 2@38 off  
Men 9 Slalom- Glen Reid 2@28 off 
Men 9 Jump - Glen Reid 37'  
Open Men Slalom - Nate Smith 2@43 off 
 
Below are the State Finalist: 
 

2017 Indiana State Championship Finalist 
    SLALOM TRICKS JUMP OVERALL 

BOYS 1 1) Coltin Bucher Coltin Bucher   Coltin Bucher 

 
2) Wyatt Bucher Kolten Hoops 

 
Wyatt Bucher 

 
3) Kolten Hoops Wyatt Bucher 

 
Kolten Hoops 

BOYS 2 1) Charlie Cross 
 

    

BOYS 3 1) Peyton Crowthers Peyton Crowthers     

Girls 1 1) Julie Mishler Julie Mishler 
 

Julie Mishler 

Girls 2 1) Alexis Mishler Alexis Mishler Samantha Hoops Alexis Mishler 

 
2) Samantha Hoops Samantha Hoops Alexis Mishler Samantha Hoops 

MEN 1 1) Briant Detty Briant Detty Briant Detty Briant Detty 

 
2) Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt Clay Schmitt Clay Schmitt 

 
3) Clay Schmitt Clay Schmitt Jake Boender Andrew Schmitt 

MEN 2 1) Scott Schmitt Scott Schmitt Scott Schmitt Scott Schmitt 

  2) James Tranchita 
   

 
3) Matt Beck 

 
 

 
MEN 3 1) Neal Clark Cody Sharkey     

  2) Jeffrey Cross Shane Bucher     

MEN 4 1) Chris Clark Thomas Schmitt Doug Stukey Doug Stukey 

  2) Doug Stukey Doug Stukey Patrick Reagin 
 

MEN 5 1) Paul Goldman 
 

Paul Goldman 
 

 
2) Kevin Smith 

   
 

3) Tom Danford 
   

MEN 6 1) Kim Contos Steve Plummer Mark Schmitt Mark Schmitt 

 
2) Mark Schmitt Mark Schmitt 

  
 

3) Steve Plummer 
   

MEN 7 1) John Kniesly Paul Manning Don Bucher Don Bucher 

  2) Don Bucher Don Bucher  John Kniesly   

MEN 8 1) Dave Jarrett Randy Sharkey 
  

  2) Larry Smith 
   



MEN 9 1) Glen Reid 
 

Glen Reid 
 

Open Men 1)  Nate Smith Jared Sharkey     

WOMEN 1 1) Megan Lambert 
   

 
2) Paige Ruddick 

 
    

 
3) Camille Clark       

WOMEN 2 1) Kirby Schmitt Kirby Schmitt  Kirby Schmitt  Kirby Schmitt 

WOMEN 4 1) Rhonda Schmitt Rhonda Schmitt     

 
2) Jennifer Lambert Jodie Schmitt 

  
WOMEN 5 1) Deborah Ruddick 

 
    

WOMEN 6 1) Cheryl Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt 

 
2) Deborah Schmitt 

   
 

3) Jean Schmitt 
   

WOMEN 7 1) Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards 

Girls Grassroots 1) Aerin Goldman 
 

Expert Men  1) Tom Steinback 

Slalom 2) Taylor Schmitt 
 

34 mph Slalom 2) Steve Gilbert 

 
 

 
 

 
A clinic feature instructor Nate Smith was held on Friday.  Below is Team Indiana 
 

 
 
  



Indiana State Tournament Banquet  -  7/27/2017 
 
 
After a "dry spell" of several years the IWSA Board 
of Directors voted to award the Rollie Williams 
award to Nate Smith.  The award is given to 
individuals who have exhibited and given to 
the promotion of the sport of water skiing.  Not only 
has Nate promoted the sport world wide by his 
special talent and records,  he has given on the 
local level by operating junior development clinics 
the past 2 years at the Indiana State 
Championships.  Nate donated any funds collected 
at this year's clinic to IWSA for use in future junior 
development projects.  What a super role model for 
our youngsters.  (A list of past Rollie Williams 
winners is available on the Indiana Water Ski 
Association web site) 
 
 
 
 
Scott Schmitt of Timberlake received the Mark Wiggins Jump 
Award at the IWSA State Championships on July 22nd, 2017.  
The award is presented to the skier with the longest jump and 
has not received the award in the last 5 years.  Scott not only 
jumped (134 ft.) but competed in tricks and slalom.  Most 
noteworthy was his slalom run.....while nearing the end of his 
slalom set coming around 6 ball, he had about 3 loops of slack 
but........he "took the hit" and continued out the gates and came 
back for more buoys!  Terrific Sportsmanship and skiing by 
Scott Schmitt. 
 
 
 
  



2017 Midwest Regionals Report – 8/2/2017 
 
Midwest Regionals Done!  Off to the Nationals! 
 
Spectacular weather blessed the 2017 Midwest Regionals and Trophy Lakes in Center City, Minnesota this past 
weekend.  Warm days, cool smooth water, excellent hospitality, and outstanding skiing made for a magical 3 days.  
Team Indiana made a good showing competing against other mid-west states and numerous Indiana skiers placed on 
the podium.  One of the most exciting events was the duel between Nate Smith and Cale Burdick of Michigan that had all 
the spectators lining the banks and cheering both skiers on.  (Nate and Cale had their skiing careers beginnings together 
 on Champion Lakes in McCordsville, In.)   
 
Midwest Regional Tournament Championships were capture by Coltin Bucher (B1 slalom); Julie Mishler (G1 slalom, 
tricks, and overall); Kim Contos (M6 slalom); Mark Schmitt (M6 overall); Paul Manning (M7 tricks); Dave Jarrett (M8 
slalom); Nate Smith (OM slalom); Jill Smith (W3 tricks); Cheryl Schmitt (W6 tricks, jump, and overall); Prissy Edwards 
(W7 tricks, jump, and overall).  Congratulations to these Champions! 
 
The focus for many participants now turns to the Nationals that begin on August 6th in Texas. 
 
Dave Jarrett 
 
Indiana Skiers Midwest Regionals Results 

Skier Div Slalom Tricks Jump Overall 

Coltin Bucher B1 1 3  2 

Wyatt Bucher B1 11 8  10 

Hunter Smith B3 22    

Cameron Wischmeter B3 4    

Peyton Crowthers B3 7    

Julie Mishler G1 1 1  1 

Alexis Mishler G2 5 12 11 8 

Andrew Schmitt M1 11 7 4 4 

Briant Detty M1 13 7 15 14 

Casey Contos M2 2    

Jared Sharkey M2  4   

Cody Sharkey M3  4   

Neal Clark M3 3    

Shane Bucher M3  6   

Chris Clark M4 2    

Doug Stukey M4 6 6 5 3 

Kim Contos M6 1    

Mark Schmitt M6 5 6 2 1 

Paul Manning M7  1   

Don Bucher M7 6 4 2 2 

Dave Jarrett M8 1    

Nate Smith OM 1    

Megan Lambert W1 3    



Molly Wright W2 3    

Jill Smith W3  1   

Rhonda Schmitt W4 5 2   

Jennifer Lambert W4     

Cheryl Schmitt W6 2 1 1 1 

Jean Schmitt W6 3    

Prissy Edwards W7 7 1 1 1 

 
 

 
 
  



2017 Nationals Report – 8/16/2017 
 
TEXAS WAS TOASTY! 
 
The USA Water Ski Nationals held in Martinsdale, Texas was HOT!  The thermometer reached 100 degrees each of the 
days of the event.  ( Oh...but it was "dry heat!")   The warm temperatures didn't curb the enthusiasm of all of the skiers 
and workers as the water conditions were good each day with no weather related delays.  A bit of wind on Saturday did 
affect some skiers.  Numerous Hoosiers were there and seen on the podium.  Increased attendance at the event made 
for 12 hour days for both skiers and workers.  The San Marcos River Ranch is a very elite complex of 4 ski lakes and the 
hospitality was super. (the fire ants were something else!)  Fun events included a run-off between Nate Smith and Jon 
Travers and a Saturday night jump off under the lights in which our own Biester Detty placed 5th.   
 
Julie Mishler claimed the Girls 1 National Championship returning the Camelot Ski Team to the days of numerous 
National Champions.  It was also a good Nationals for the Sharkey Clan with Jared winning the Mens 2 Tricks National 
Championship and Cody placing 2nd in Mens 3.  Nate Smith continued his slalom dominance by claiming the Open Mens 
National Championship. 
 
Other podium finishers included Julie Mishler (2nd G1 Overall), Brian Detty (M1 3rd Overall ), Don Bucher (M7 5th Jump & 
Overall), Megan Lambert (W1 5th Slalom), Jill Smith (W3 2nd Tricks), Rhonda Schmitt (W4 4th Tricks), Cheryl Schmitt (W6 
2nd Tricks, Jump, & Overall), and Prissy Edwards (W7 3rd Slalom, 5th Tricks, 2nd Jump, & 3rd Overall). Another notable 
performances was skied by Dave Jarrett with 3 buoys at the 32off loop in his first National appearance.  It was also the 
Coltin Bucher’s first National appearance.  In all 25 Indiana skiers competed at this year’s Nationals. 
 
Now that Nationals is over, the scorebooks are wiped clean and scoring for the 2018 season begins so........look ahead 
and sign up for the next tournament being held on August 26th at Silent Shores. 
 

Indiana Skiers 2017 Nationals Performances 
Skier Div Slalom Tricks Jump Overall 

Coltin Bucher B1 6 14  8 

Julie Mishler G1 1 7  2 

Alexis Mishler G2 7 18 17 13 

Briant Detty M1 6 8 4 3 

Andrew Schmitt M1 28 13 6 9 

Casey Contos M2 6    

Jared Sharkey M2  1   

Cody Sharkey M3  2   

Shane Bucher M3  9   

Chris Clark M4 23    

Tony Lambert M4 27    

Kim Contos M6 7    

Mark Schmitt M6 25 18 11 9 

Paul Manning M7  8   

Don Bucher M7 20 11 5 5 

Dave Jarett M8 11    

Nate Smith OM 1    

Megan Lambert W1 5    

Camille Clark W1 15    



Molly Wright W2  8   

Jill Smith W3  2   

Rhonda Schmitt W4 13 4   

Cheryl Schmitt W6 10 2 2 2 

Jean Schmitt W6 11    

Prissy Edwards W7 3 5 2 3 

 

 
t  



Timberlake Fall Tournament  -  9/7/2017 
 
Labor Day Weekend was busy for Indiana Water Skiers.  Timberlake near Mt. Vernon in southern Indiana enjoyed a "full 
house" of water skiers.  Word is that they were at their maximum for entries.   
 

SkierName   Slalom     Tricks     Jump   Overall 

  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score   feet 
    

                            

Ty Meeker B2 2.00 28 Off 34 80.00   290 140 430         

Lane Wargel B2 4.00 Long 15.5 4.00                 

Holden Beinhauer B3 5.00 28 Off 36 89.00   290 80 370         

Taylor Schmitt G2 3.00 Long 15.5 3.00   200 0 200         

Julia Zoellner G2 3.00 Long 30 51.00   580 560 1140         

Brian Fietsam M2     580 240 820         

Scott Schmitt M2 1.50 35 Off 36 97.50   1100 0 1100   142   2025.3 

James Tranchita M2 2.00 35 Off 36 98.00             

Doug Meeker M4 1.25 38 Off 34 97.25             

Kris Miller M4 0.50 35 Off 34 90.50             

Randy Ryker M4 6.00 32 Off 34 90.00             

Thomas Schmitt M4 5.00 32 Off 32 83.00   940 740 1680         

Mike Laferla M5 2.50 Long 15.5 2.50   260 810 1070         

Mark Coomes M6 5.50 32 Off 34 89.50             

Mark Schmitt M6 2.50 35 Off 34 92.50             

Tom Steinback M6 0.50 28 Off 34 78.50             

James Tranchita M6 5.00 32 Off 34 89.00             

Dean Chappell M7 3.50 32 Off 32 81.50       111     

Savannah Leutz, W1 1.50 35 Off 34 91.50   1270 1160 2430         

Michelle Tranchita  W2 1.50 15 Off 34 67.50             

Sara Vanagas W3 4.00 22 Off 34 76.00   880 580 1460   47   1516.6 

Kelly Zoellner W3 5.00 32 Off 34 89.00             

Dawn Leutz W4 3.00 28 Off 34 81.00             

Kristin Meeker W4 2.00 15 Off 34 68.00             

Jodie Schmitt W4       640 90 730         

Rhonda Schmitt W5 1.25 32 Off 32 79.25   1260 1360 2620         

Jean Schmitt W6 3.00 15 Off 30 57.00             
 
  



Cindonway Labor Day Tournament – 9/8/2017 
 
The annual Bucher Family/Cindonway Labor Day Tournament enjoyed perfect weather and ski conditions.  Trickers 
started out each day until the sun got overhead so the Slalom and Jumpers would have no glare.  Intermission between 
rounds featured grassroots and little tykes skiing while the adults enjoyed lunch put out by Peggy Bucher.  Some of the 
skiers went into Warsaw on Saturday night and enjoy a spectacular ski show put on by the Lake City Skiers.  Monday 
brought more tricking and "team skiing."  Three teams competed and team Cindonway West made up of all Buchers and 
Aaron Hutton won the event.   
 
 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks   Jump 

  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score   feet 

Wyatt Bucher B1 2.00 -15 19 20.00   20 40 60     

Coltin Bucher B2 5.00 -15 30 59.00   290 0 290   26 

Charlie Cross B2 3.25 -15 34 69.25             

Ted Brandon B3 3.00 -15 30 57.00             

Peyton Crowthers B3 2.00 -32 36 92.00   260 250 510     

Alexis Mishler G2 4.00 -32 32 82.00   650 200 850   33 

Julie Mishler G2 5.00 -28 32 77.00   740 200 940     

Matt Beck M2 4.00 -15 32 64.00             

Shane Bucher M3           1220 480 1700     

Neal Clark M3 4.50 -38 34 100.50             

Jeffrey Cross M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00             

Andrew Gradle M3 2.00 -32 34 86.00             

Charles Hutton M3 4.00 -35 34 94.00             

Patrick Reagin M4                   63 

Jim Beck M5 3.50 -28 34 81.50             

Alan Vollmar M5 4.00 -32 34 88.00   1480 1030 2510     

Tom Cook M6 3.00 -32 34 87.00             

Tom Danford M6 4.00 -35 34 94.00   1710 1720 3430     

John Gradle M6 2.00 -35 34 92.00             

Mike Patterson M6 2.00 -32 34 86.00             

Steve Plummer M6 1.50 -32 34 85.50   1250 260 1510     

Paul Manning M7           1230 740 1970     

Don Bucher M8 5.00 -28 30 71.00 420 240 660   25 

Dave Jarrett M8 2.00 -32 30 74.00           

Megan Lambert W1 4.00 -32 34 88.00           

Michelle Bucher W3 2.00 -32 34 86.00   740 330 1070   59 

Patricia Patterson W6           1120 1030 2150     

Prissy Edwards W7 1.00 -22 30 61.00             
 



 
 
 

  



Sawmill Fall Tournament  -  9/18/2017 
 

The final Indiana Water Ski Tournament of the 2017 is a "wrap!"  Summer weather returned 
on Saturday, September 16th and produced perfect calm sunny weather conditions for the 
entire day.  This tournament drew skiers from Michigan, Florida, Ohio, Texas, and our own 
Indiana.  The event was listed as slalom only but as one skier noted,  It is essentially a 3-
event tournament if you fall at the far end near 5 or 6 ball.....then it becomes  "ski-swim-
hike" back to the starting dock!  A "full house"  made  the event last into the evening with a 
final Mexican Fiesta iby Sawmill residents.  Now it's time for thinking ahead to the fall IWSA 
Banquet on November 4th.  Nominations for awards are being accepted....send to Dave 
Jarrett @  davejarrett46@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SkierName   Slalom 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score 

Charlie Cross B2 2.00 -22 34 74.00 

Cameron Wischmeyer B3 2.00 -35 36 98.00 

Alexis Mishler G2 4.00 -32 32 82.00 

Julie Mishler G2 3.50 -28 32 75.50 

Casey Contos M2 2.00 -39.5 36 110.00 

Neal Clark M3 1.00 -39.5 34 103.00 

Jeffrey Cross M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00 

Christophe Susott M3 0.50 -28 34 78.50 

Chris Clark M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00 

Scott Dobrowolski M4 4.00 -38 34 100.00 

John Gorski M4 3.00 -38 34 99.00 

Scott Eggleston M5 1.00 -32 34 85.00 

Tom Jackson M5 5.00 -15 34 5.00 

Tony Lambert M5 1.50 -38 34 97.50 

Kirk O'daniel M5 3.50 -35 34 93.50 

Kevin Smith M5 1.00 -38 34 97.00 

Kim Contos M6 3.00 -38 34 99.00 

Terry Johnson M6 4.50 -32 34 88.50 

John Marshall M5 3.00 -32 34 87.00 

Ted Mccolley M6 5.00 -38 34 101.00 

Mike Patterson M6 3.00 -32 34 87.00 

John Crane M7 5.50 -15 30 5.50 

Steve Raphael M7 2.00 -39.5 32 98.00 

Roger Goings M9 1.00 -22 30 61.00 

Scott Tynan MM 3.00 -39.5 34 105.00 

Nate Smith OM 4.50 -41 36 118.50 

Megan Lambert W1 2.00 -32 34 86.00 

Paige Ruddick W2 3.50 -28 34 81.50 



 

 
  



2017 Hall of Fame Inductee  -  Brandon Bucher 
 
Brandon Bucher was inducted into the IWSA Hall of Fame at the 2017 Awards Banquet.

 
Brandon entered his first State Tournament at the age of 5 in 1983.  He skied in his first Midwest Regional’s at the age 
of 8 and won his first Midwest Regional Jr. Boys Slalom Championship at the age of 9, then went on to win 10 Regional 
titles in a row in Jr. Boys, Boys, and Mens 1.  His first Regional Slalom Record erased a 25 year old record held by Paul 
Chapin of Minnesota.  He wasn’t just a slalom specialist and completed in all 3 events at Regionals and Nationals most 
of those years. 
 
Brandon was invited to train with and work as a water ski instructor at the Jack Travers Ski School in Florida for two 
summers at age 16 and 17.  That first year in 1993, he made the US Jr. Water Ski Team and completed at the America’s 
Challenge in Sherbrook, Quebec, Canada where he won the slalom title.  The following year he recorded a 151’ jump in 
the first round of the Jr. Team Trials, then injured a knee in the second round keeping him from making the Jr. Team for 
the World Championships. 
 
Brandon received a scholarship to ski for the University of Louisiana Lafayette.  In his second season he served as Team 
Capitan and skied all three events to help the team win the National Championship at Waters Edge in Illinois.  After that 
he moved to Orlando, Florida and trained with Chris Rossi at the Goode Ski Center and completed in many Pro Slalom 
Tour events over the next few years.  During his pro career he was sponsored by the Mastercraft Boat Company and 
Goode Water Skis. 
 
Brandon retired from competitive water skiing after winning the Mens 2 National Slalom title and placing third Overall 
in the 2005 Nationals in West Palm Beach, Florida.  That same year Indiana slalom skiers Cale Burdick won Mens 1 and 
Nate Smith won Boys 3 titles.  Brandon was the first Indian slalom skier to run 39 off in a sanctioned tournament, a feat 
that has become common for Cale and Nate. 
 
Now Brandon is married to Michelle and the father of four children, Joy, Jacob, Jena, and Jada.  He is actively involved 
in managing the Bucher Farm with his father, raising seed corn, commercial corn, and soybeans.  His involvement in 
water skiing is now as a driver and coach for this wife and three of his children who are now starting to ski. 
  



2017 Awards Banquet 
 
At the 2017 IWSA Banquet held on November 4 at the White River Yacht Club in Indianapolis the following awards were presented including the 
induction of Brandon Bucher to IWSA Hall of Fame as reported in a previous email report. 
 

Julie Mishler-Junior Female Skier of the Year 
 
Julie set State Championship Record at Timberlake skiing 1 @ 32’ off and then went to the Midwest 
Regionals in Minnesota where she skied into first place there setting a Midwest Regional record.  At 
Nationals, Julie skied her 1 @ 32’off again winning the Girls 1 Slalom National Championship.  Julie 
had to speed up at the Labor Day event at Cindonway due to progressing to Girls 2.  She skied 
5@28’off at 32 mph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alexis Mishler-Most Improved Female Skier of the Year 
 

Big sister was not to be outdone!   Alexis also set a State Championship Record for Girls 2 at 
Timberlake in July skiing 2@32’ off .  She placed 5th at the Regionals in Minnesota.  She also 
graduated to being an overall skier by jumping for the first time at Regionals and Nationals.    (Her 
personal best is 41’ off the jump)  Alexis placed 7th in the Nationals in Texas.  Alexis skied her 
personal best at the Labor Day event at Cindonway Shores skiing 4@32’ off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paul Manning – Ski Partner of the Year 
 

Paul is a 27 year member of the Kokomo Ski Club.  Even though he specializes in “tricks,” he 
is always there to help work on the slalom course and the jump.  He faithfully changes the oil in 
the boat every 50 hours and makes sure that the club never runs out of gas.  He’s always there 
to ski and drive no matter the weather.    Prissy says, “Besides all of that, he still puts up with 
me and all of my temper tantrums and he also takes me to the hospital and baby sits me 
whenever I do something stupid….and he only complains a little!  I don’t think anyone has ever 
had a better ski partner than Paul.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Bucher Family – Family Skiers of the Year 
 

 
It all began when Don Bucher decided to 
dig/construct Indiana’s first dedicated private water 
ski lake.  After skiing at various public sites, 
Cindonway Shores came into being.  Over the years, 
Cindonway Shores has hosted several Indiana State 
Championships and promoted water skiing at all 
levels including fun events, sanctioned tournaments, 
grassroots level skiing, Tuesday Night Ski Leagues, 
and Regional competition.  This Club/Clan has 
brought numerous water skiers into the picture.  Now 
we see the third generation of Bucher Skiers coming 
on line.  Three generations skied in the State, 
Regional, and National level in 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Coltin Bucher - Most Improved Male Jr Skier of the Year 
 
 

Colton Bucher skied his first state tournament in 2015 at Hawthorn in Grassroots division.  
In 2016 he skied state and Regionals with a fourth place finish in slalom.  In 2017, he 
skied Boys 1 at State and placed first in slalom and tricks.  At Midwest Regionals he was 
first in slalom and third in tricks.  Then came Nationals in Texas where he placed sixth in 
slalom, fourteenth in tricks and eighth overall.  In the Cindonway Labor Day Tournament, 
Colton made it official…..landed his jumps with the longest jump of 26 feet – making him 
Indiana’s newest “Three Event”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jared Sharkey – Skier of the Year 
 

Jared performed at the Indiana State Championships for the 18th time!  He placed 
1st in the State event.  Jared added to his 2017 trick career at the Nationals in Texas 
placing 1st in Mens 2 Tricks. In September of 2017 he "tricked" a season high of 
7050 points.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cody Sharkey - Trick Skier of the Year  
 

Not to be outdone by his younger brother, Cody Sharkey place 1st in the Indiana State 
Championships in Men's 3 Tricks.  At Nationals Cody came close to 1st place but.. ... those 
darn judges didn't give deserved credit on two different tricks giving him a 2nd place in 
Men's 3. In September of 2017, he "tricked" a season high of 3390 points.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Camille Clark – Collegiate Skier of the Year 
 
Camille performed her personal best at the Indiana State Tournament to qualify for her first ever Nationals.  She competed with her father at 
Nationals in San Marcos, Texas.  This fall she led the Purdue Water Ski Team as the team captain and competed in all three events….slalom, 
tricks, and jump.  Her best score this year was 4.5 @ 22’ off at the Great Lakes Championships in Van Wert, Ohio. 
 
 

Briant (B’ster) Detty – Jumper of the Year 
 

In the eyes of many, (especially patents) the success of one's jump season is not 
gauged upon distance or placements, but rather by the ability of a jumper to walk 
and function normally throughout the season. By this standard, B'ster had a 
wonderful jump season. Although some season goals were met and others were 
not quite met, overall the 2017 season was filled with new and memorable 
experiences.  
 
The season started early with B'ster's final Collegiate All-Star tournament 
held near Little Rock Arkansas. This year’s tournament was filled with the 
best of the best and even though B'ster out-jumped all of the US coalition of 
jump guys, the foreign competition proved to be stiff where his 160' jump on 
the last of jump of his college career put him on the podium with a 4th place 
finish.  
 

Collegiate AII·Stars held near Little Rock Arkansas – Jump 4th Place with 160' and 6th Place Overall  
 
With the realization of being fresh out of college and into the workforce it was difficult to attend a fair number of tournaments. Although 
not making it to his ultimate jump goal for 2017, he did knock out a' 190' jump which was a PB. In addition, he also had a PB in overall 
even though his trick PB remains unchanged in almost a decade.  
 
Regular Season  - PB in Overall 3,239 and PB in Jump 190'  
 
Indiana State - 1st Slalom, Trick, Jump, and Overall  
 
The 2017 Nationals proved to provide a lot of fun for the Men's 1 skiers.  B'ster was one buoy shy of being in a 5 way runoff for the 
championship, but instead was fortunate to have been able to ski a second time in a runoff for 5th.   He came up shy in the runoff 
ultimately putting him in 6th place in slalom.  
 
 
 
 



Megan Lambert – Female Skier of the Year 
 

Megan is active in the waterskiing community.  She is the fitness writer for Water Skier 
magazine.  She was a coach for the Junior Development clinic this summer and also 
serves as a slalom judge at local tournaments.  Megan placed first in the Women 1 slalom 
at the state tournament at Timberlake.  She went on to Regionals in Minnesota and tied 
for second with 2 other women.  After the runoff, she placed third which was her highest 
Regional place ever.  Then, she went to Nationals in Texas and scored 3 buoys at 32’ off 
to place 5th and earn her first ever podium finish at Nationals.  Her highest tournament 
score this year was 0.5 at 35’off at the Silent Shores tournament in August.  (But, as April 
Coble Eller would say…..anyone can get a half!!!) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Kolten Hoops – Newcomer Skier of the Year 

 
Kolten Hoops started his 2017 season participating in our Indiana Junior Development 
Program at Brewski Lake with the great coaching of Casey Contos, Megan Lambert, and 
DeeDee Tucker.  Following that event we learned that the Hawthorne skiers made a late 
decision to include Grass Roots and “Game On” for Kolten.  Back to back weeks of the July 
Tournament Slalom and Trick skiing was setting him up for the 68th Indiana State Waterski 
Championships.  Arriving to the event early, gave him the unique opportunity to train under 
none other than the 2017 Rollie Williams recipient, Nate Smith.  Following the lesson with 
Nate, Kolten was primed and ready to ski a PB in slalom and trick skiing for the finale of his 
2017 ski season.  We are looking forward to seeing what 2018 will bring. 
 
 
 
 

 

Doug Stukey – Rookie Skier of the Year 
 
Doug skied the 2016 Indiana State Championships at Cindonway Shores in Mens 4 division in all three events for the first time in years.  He came 
back to the State Championships at Timberlake this year and skied in all three events and placed first in overall in Men 4 .  Then he learned that he 
had qualified for Midwest Regionals so…..off to Minnesota to compete in all three events.  He placed in jumping.   
 
 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION    (Oral recognition of these people – no award) 
 
Kent Hoops - After several years of no junior development, Kent took on the responsibility for sponsoring a 2 day Junior Development event at 
Brewski Lake.  He got volunteers from his home lake to help run several “stations” during the day including archery, fishing, and other activities 
when the juniors were not skiing. 
 
Steve Plummer - What would we do without the presence of Bart’s and Steve Plummer.  In addition to providing door prizes and some advertising, 
Bart’s has been our State Championships Sponsor for several years. 
 
Timberlake families /residents - Thanks goes to the Timberlake folks for hosting the 2017 State Championships this past summer.  After a several 
year hiatus, we all enjoyed returning to Timberlake. 
 
Indy Skiers/White River -  This group of skiers/members are the most overlooked group of skiers in the state.  We need to realize and encourage 
this club for serving as “feeder group” supplying skiers  for the future into local clubs.  Their skiing season didn’t begin until August 1st this summer 
due to rains and flooding conditions.   
 
Harrison Family -  Thanks to Nancy, Darryl, Molly, and Ronnie for hosting the banquet for the 3rd year here at the White River Yacht Club.   
 
 


