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Indiana State Records 2019 

  SLALOM TRICKS JUMP    OVERALL 
GIRLS 1 Julie Mishler 2017 

1 @32off @30 (73.00) 
Kirby Schmitt 
1150  2001 

  Samantha Hoops
2009.9  2016 

GIRLS 2 Alexis Mishler 2019 
4 @ 35 off @32 (88.00) 

Molly Harrison 
3210  2000 

Jane Tully 
74  1979 

Alexis Mishler 
2582.8   2019 

GIRLS 3 Amanda Griffith  2004 
5 @32 off @34 (89.00) 

Kris Golden 
3580 1978 

Kris Golden 
102  1979 

Amanda Burney 
2562.3  2003 

WOMEN 1 Jenna Gilbert  2012 
2 @ 35 off @34 (92.00) 

Kris Golden 
5680  1981 

Joy Kelley 
115  1983 

Joy Kelley 
2817  1984 

WOMEN 2 Marla Schofield  1998 
2 @ 35 off @34 (92.00) 

Jill Smith 
3900  2005 

Rhonda Schmitt 
109  1996 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3346.4  1998 

WOMEN 3 Philippa Shedd  2000 
2½ @ 38 off @34 (98.50) 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3650  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
98  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
2450.3  2000 

WOMEN 4 Philippa Shedd  2006 
2½ @ 38 off @34 (98.50) 

Prissy Edwards 
3380  2000 

Prissy Edwards 
80  1999 

Prissy Edwards 
2975.2  2000 

WOMEN 5 Prissy Edwards  2007 
2.5@28 off @32 (74.50) 

Prissy Edwards 
3290  2005 

Prissy Edwards 
80  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3359.4  2005 

WOMEN 6 Prissy Edwards  2013 
5.5@22 off @32 (71.50) 

Prissy Edwards 
2390  2010 

Prissy Edwards 
74  2011 

Prissy Edwards 
2547.8  2012 

WOMEN 7 Prissy Edwards  2014 
1@28 off @30 (67.00) 

Prissy Edwards 
1240  2014 

Prissy Edwards 
52  2015 

Prissy Edwards 
1703.6 2014 

BOYS 1 Nate Smith  2000 
Sam Jackson  2004 
3 @32 off @30 (75.00) 

Andrew Schmitt 
1290  2003 

  Andrew Schmitt 
1791.5  2003 

BOYS 2 Sam Jackson  2008 
1 @38 off @34 (97.00) 

Andrew Schmitt 
3010  2007 

Briant Detty 
110  2008 

Briant Detty 
3181.1  2008 

BOYS 3 Cale Burdick  2003 
½ @39 ½ off @36 (108.50) 

Jared Sharkey 
5260 2007 

Briant Detty 
148  2010 

Cale Burdick 
3028.2  2003 

MEN 1 Nate Smith  2014 
.5@41 off @36 (114.50) 

Jared Sharkey 
7790  2010 

Briant Detty 
174  2019 

Briant Detty 
3061.3  2015 

MEN 2 Casey Contos  2018 
4 @ 38 off (106) 

Tom Danford 
4840  1987 

Tom Truesdale 
169  1998 

Scott Schmitt 
2336.4  2017 

MEN 3 Scott Tynan  2009 
1 ½ @ 41 off @34 (109.50) 

Tom Danford 
4460  1995 

Brian Detty 
149  2001 

Tom Danford 
2614  1994 

MEN 4 Scott Tynan 2016 
Kim Contos  2005 
Kevin Smith  2011 
2 @ 39 ½  off @34 (104.00) 

Tom Danford 
4450  2006 

Brian Detty 
126  2008 

Tom Danford 
2694.2  2006 

MEN 5 Kim Contos  2010 
2 @ 39 ½ off @34 (104.00) 

Tom Danford 
3150  2012 

Brian Detty 
114 ft.  2016 

Randy Sharkey 
2550.9  2001 

MEN 6 Kim Contos  2016 
4 @ 38 off @34 (100.00) 

Steve Plummer 
2410  2016 

Mark Schmitt 
74 ft  2018 

John Kniesly 
1947.8  2013 

MEN 7 John Kniesly  2017 
2 @ 38 off @32 (92.00) 

Steve Plummer 
2200   2019 

John Kniesly 
58 ft.  2019 

John Kniesly 
1618.0   2019 

MEN 8 Glen Reid  2014 
2.5 @ 32 off @30 (74.50) 

Howard Little 
1410   2014 

 Glen Reid 
46 ft.  2012 

Glen Reid 
1706.9 

MEN 9 Glen Reid  2017 
2 @ 28off @30 (74.00) 

Eugene Lamberson
160  2016 

Glen Reid 
37 ft.  2017 

Glen Reid 
1050.5 

Open Men Nate Smith  2017 
2 @ 43 off @36 (122.00) 

Jared Sharkey 
6380  2018 
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Bill Roach Orbiturary  

I regret to inform all that our dear friend and fellow skier, Bill Roach, passed away last Sunday.  When 
new health challenges appeared over the last few years, Bill was never one to have a "pity party" but 
looked at it as a new challenge.  He "re-wired" and forged ahead to new horizons and goals.  He will 
certainly be missed by all.   
 
Bill will be celebrated on Saturday, April 27, 2019. 
 
A visitation will be held from 9:30am-1pm. 
  Oaklawn 
Memorial Gardens 9700 
Allisonville Rd.  Indianapolis, 
In 46250  
 
A Memorial Service will follow at 1pm at the same location 
 
 
Most Respectfully, 

Dave Jarrett 

  



Junior Development Clinic 

The weatherman missed it again!  He predicted doom and gloom for June 6th.  The IWSA Junior 
Develepment Clinic enjoyed a picture perfect day and conditions at beautiful Kodiak Lake!  A field of 
approximately 10 youths skied multiple sets throughout the day coached by expert tournament quality 
volunteers!  Swimming, paddleboarding, mat walking, and a fishing contest added to the festivities of 
the day.  A surprise visit from "sam the snake" as Leah Stormeta was skiing into the dock at the end 
of her set contributed to some excitement!  Boat personnel did have to rescue 2 barbie dolls floating 
face up after falling out of Leah's life jacket!  A Whopping Big Thank You to Kent Hoops for 
organizing, the MeClelands for supplying Kodiak Lake, and all of the volunteers.  Next event is one 
more day at Kodiak and then June 10th for Monday Night Ski League at Kodiak Lake. 
 



 

  



Champion Lake – June 22, 2019 

The first official Indiana water ski tournament is now history.  Even though summer is officially here, it 
didn't feel like it!  Sweatshirts and blankets were the popular attire of the day.  "It's cold and 
windy.....let's let the jumper and kids go first!"  As the day progressed the temperature and the 
performances improved.  Everyone was excited to ski behind Detty's new Nautique on the first round 
and the Liquid Edge Mastercraft on the second round.  Everyone including the "devil dog" 
enjoyed/apricated the Champion Lake hospitality. 

Skier Name   Slalom  Tricks Jump 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score Ft. 
Charlie Cross B2 1.00 -32 34 85.00          
Kolten Hoops B2 3.00 -15 26 45.00   450 90 540  
Holden Beinhauer B3 3.00 -32 36 93.00          
Samantha Hoops G2 1.00 -28 32 73.00  980 830 1810  
Julie Mishler G2 4.00 -32 32 82.00   0 1360 1360  
Alexis Mishler G3 2.00 -32 34 86.00   960 200 1160  
Eric O’keefe M1 3.00 -35 36 99.00      
Casey Contos MM 3.00 -39.5 34 105.00          
Neal Clark M3 1.00 -38 34 97.00          
Jeffrey Cross M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00          
Cody Sharkey M3      1230 1710 2940  
Chris Clark M4 2.00 -38 34 98.00          
Scott Morton M4 2.00 -32 34 86.00          
Patrick Reagin M4         74 
Brian O’keefe M5 2.50 -38 34 98.50          
Kevin Smith M5 3.00 -38 34 99.00          
Kim Contos M6 3.00 -38 32 99.00          
Randy Sharkey M8       630 100 730  
Jared Sharkey OM      4110 310 4420  
Camille Clark W1 5.50 -22 34 77.50          
Lauren Goldman W! 4.00 -15 34 70.00      
Megan Lambert W2 2.50 -32 34 86.50          
Paige Ruddick W2 2.00 -28 34 80.00          
Kimberly Black W4 3.00 -32 34 81.00          
Debarah Ruddick W5 3.00 -22 32 69.00          

 

 



 

 

  



RHI Sports Adaptive Water Ski Clinic 

 
The annual RHI Water Ski Event at Morse Reservoir was a success again. This event has been 
staged for over 20 years at various sites around the state. The Wednesday weather was sunny and 
hot and the Thursday weather was overcast. The enthusiasm from skiers on both days was out of 
control! Danny Taylor of Indianapolis who has participated in this event for most of those 20 years 
was the oldest skier on Thursday. 

 

 

 

  



Monday Night Ski League – July 1, 2019 
 
Another Monday Night Ski League is in the books!   A beautiful Monday evening at Boondocks Lake 
near Kirklin, Indiana was enjoyed by all.  Several Purdue University students honed their water skiing 
skills.  Several other skiers took direction from Neal Clark and Megan Lambert.  Thanks to Liquid 
Edge of Illinois  and Mastercraft for supporting this event.  Next Monday Night Ski League is July 8th 
at Brewski Lake.  Be sure to catch this weekend's results from the Hawthorn Classic Tournament on 
Friday and Saturday and the Kodiak Lake Tournament on Sunday. 
 
Dave Jarrett 
 
 

 

 

 

  



Fairland Finality – July 8, 2019  

Took a final ride/visit today at Fairland today.  Sad to see how run down it is and and like to 
remember all the good times there.  Dan Federspill and Dave the Slave removed the accufloat water 
ski course from the lake before the filling in begins.  It was a dirty job!  The stainless steel floating 
course has been in the lake for at least 20 years and is in excellent condition should someone need a 
floating course.  The pvc arms would need replacing.   

 

Dave Jarrett 

Broker - Sweetwater Realty 

317-412-4071 

 

 

 

  



Timberlake – June 29, 2019 

Below are the results of Timberlake’s 1st Tournament for 2019 held on June 29. 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks  Jump Overall 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score  Ft.  

Brendan Schutz B2 1.00 -22 34 73.00  910 1180 2090  97 2559.7 

Holden Beinhauer B3 4.00 -35 36 100.00        

Dylan Coffey B3 3.50 -15 26 45.50        

Camille Tranchita G1 .50 L 15.5 .50        

Katie Schultz G2 2.00 -22 30 62.00  560 380 940  39 1745.3 

Tyler Miller M1 3.00 -15 34 69.00  820 150 970  57 1398.9 

Evan Monaghan M1 3.00 -22 36 81.00  410 0 410  82 712.3 

Samuel Reifsteck M1 2.50 -22 36 80.50      122  

Roger Skylsr M1 5.00 -15 34 71.00  200 0 200    

David Barthelmas M2 3.50 -15 36 75.50      73  

Leland Rouse M2 2.00 -32 36 92.00  1060 1310 2370  134 2212.1 

Andrew Schmitt M2 6.00 -32 36 96.00  1220 540 1760  150 2359.6 

Thomas Schmitt M4      940 780 1720    

Mike Rouse M5 3.50 -28 34 81.50  660 200 860  103 1444.0 

Mallin Blaxall W1 3.00 -15 34 69.00  80 0 80  56 1270.8 

Alexandra Steele W1 4.50 -15 34 70.50  80 0 80    

Abby Tranchita W2 1.00 -28 34 79.00  760 1120 1880    

Jean Schmitt W6 4.00 -15 30 58.00        

Deborah Schmitt W7 4.00 -15 23 34.00        

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Hawthorne Classic -July 5-6 
 
The rain gods were kind to Hawthorn Lake today!  There were showers all around in the late 
afternoon but the Hawthorn Classic enjoyed a sunny hole in the sky.  Let's hope that the good 
weather continues for tomorrow's Kodiak Lake event.  Good to see that all 3 major ski boat brands 
were represented and used today!  It was also rewarding to see a good number of younger skiers in 
all categories.  Hawthorn Lake is gearing up for the Bill Roach Indiana State Championships just 2 
weeks away.  Don't wait until the last minute to sign up for the entry, shirts, and banquet tickets all on 
line.  Do be aware that the State Championships is an Indiana Water Ski Association (IWSA) 
sponsored event and requires that all entrants be current members! 
 

Dave Jarrett   

 
 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks  Jump Overall 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score  Ft.  

Kolten Hoops B2 5.00 -15 28 53.00  540 540   30 915.6 

Charlie Cross B2 1.50 -32 34 85.50        

Samantha Hoops G2 3.00 -28 32 75.00  1130 1360 2490  40 2346.7 

Alexis Mishler G2 3.00 -35 32 87.00  1150 900 2050    

Julie Mishler G2 3.00 -32 32 84.50  1400 1010 2410    

Peyton Crowthers M1 2.00 -32 36 92.00        

Briant Detty M1 1.00 -38 36 103.00  1790 770 2560  180 2856 

Levi Jackson M1 4.00 L 15.5 4.00        

Cameron Hobson M2 3.50 -32 36 93.50        

Dillin Newton M2 4.00 -28 36 88.00        

Neal Clark M3 5.00 -38 34 101.00        

Jeffrey Cross M3 4.50 -38 34 100.50        

Dustin Montgomery M3 2.00 L 15.5 2.00        

Christopher Susott M3 3.50 -28 34 81.50        

Scott Morton M4 5.00 -32 34 89.00        

Brian Detty M5 2.00 -35 34 92.00        

Glen Reid M9 3.00 -15  30 3.00        

Cale Burdick OM          154  

Page Ruddick W2 2.00 -32 34 86.00        

Marla Lott W4 5.00 -32 34 89.00        

Debbie Ruddick W5 3.00 -22 32 69.00        
 

  



Kodiak Classic – July 7, 2019 
 
Here are the results from the Kodiak Lake tournament. 
 

SkierName   Slalom   
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   

Hudson Mccullough B1 1.00 L 15.5 1.00  

Kolten Hoops B2 5.50 -15 28 53.50  

Brooke Burdick G1 .50 L 15.5 .50  

Violet Burdick G1 2.00 L 15.5 2.00  

Samantha Hoops G2 2.00 -28 32 74.00  

Alexis Mishler G2 3.00 -35 32 87.00  

Julie Mishler G2 3.00 -32 32 81.00  

Peyton Crowthers M1 1.00 -32 36 91.00  

Levi Jackson M1 5.00 -15 30 59.00  

Aj, Stafford M2 4.50 L 15.5 4.50  

Jeremiah Lantrip M3 4.00 -22 30 64.00  

Shannon McCullough M3 2.00 -35 34 92.00  

Kent Hoops M4 1.50 -28 34 79.50  

Cale Burdick OM 2.00 -41 36 116.00  

Laura Burdick W3 1.00 -15 30 55.00  

Kati McCullough W3 4.00 -22 30 64.00  
 
 
Father/Son Big Dawg Skiers 
 
Team Indiana was represented at the 
California Big Dawg Slalom Tournament by 
Kim and Casey Contos becoming the first 
father and son to ski in a Big Dawg 
event together, and both qualified for 
final head to heads brackets. Also 
representing Team Indiana, Chris Clark skied 
well, but unfortunately had his gates pulled in 
round one and it cost him a chance for the 
head to head finals.   
In a field of the best 34 mph slalom skiers in 
the world Casey ended up a 9th and Kim 
23rd.  A tactic misjudgment in the head to 
head competition probably cost Casey a 
better result.  Maybe next time Casey will 
listen to “Pops”.  
 

  



Monday Night Ski League #3 – July 8, 2019 

Sixteen skiers appeared at the Monday Night Ski League held July 8th at Brewski Lake!  It was 
"standing room only" as we worked through the list!  Skiers came from White River/Broad Ripple, Indy 
Skiers, Purdue girls ski club, and more!  Thanks to Brewski Lake for hosting and to Neal Clark and 
Liquid Edge Mastercraft of Illinois for supporting this project.  The next Monday Night Ski League will 
be later in August.....watch for the notice on facebook or look up the schedule on 
http://www.indianawaterski.org. 

Dave Jarrett 

 

  



Silent Shores – July 13, 2019 

 

The Silent Shores Pick Your Boat was a participant favorite!  A number of skiers picked the boat that 
they will ski behind at the Midwest Regionals and The Nationals which are both coming up in the next 
few weeks.  The day was sunny and only a few periods of crosswinds dotted the day.  Some PB's by 
some of the skiers made their day worthwhile.  Some terrific trickers brought the event to an end 
around 5:30 PM. 

Dave Jarrett 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score 

Jacob Bucher B1 4.00 L 17 10.00  80 0 80 

Rhett Bucher B1 6.00 L 17 12.00  80 90 170 

Wyatt Bucher B2 4.50 -15 26 46.50  170 0 170 

Coltin Bucher B3 3.00 -15 34 69.00     

Alexis Mishler G4 2.00 -35 34 92.00     

Kent Kohart M1 3.50 -15 36 75.50     

Aaron Neustedter M1 2.00 -15 28 50.00     

Eric O’keefe M1 1.00 -32 36 91.00     

Cameron Hobson M2 2.50 -35 36 98.50     

BJ Newton M2 2.50 -22 34 74.50     

Dillin Newton M2 1.50 -32 36 91.50     

Sam Pontecorvo M2 2.50 -32 34 86.50     

Anthony Strack M2 3.00 -22 34 75.00     

Neal Clark M3 2.50 -38 34 98.50     

Casey Contos M3 2.00 -39.5 34 104.00     

Charles Hutton M3 3.00 -35 34 93.00     

Scott Scafidi M3 4.00 -22 32 70.00     

Scott Morton M4 4.50 -32 34 88.50     

Thomas Sims M4 0.50 -35 34 90.50     

Tony Lambert M5 0.50 -38 34 96.50     

Kim Contos M6 5.00 -35 34 95.00     

Paul Manning M7      1160 1030 2190 

Don Bucher M8 3.00 -22 30 63.00     

Dave Jarrett M8 4.00 -28 30 70.00     

Elizabeth Chattin W1 4.50 L 26 4.50     

Allison Erwin W1 2.00 -15 32 62.00     

Jessica Nieters W1 6.00 -15 26 48.00     
 



 

  



Indiana State Water Ski Championships – July 20 - 21 
 
The 70th Indiana State Waterski Championships / Bill Roach Memorial is now in the history books.  
Perfect weekend weather albeit a bit "toasty" allowed perfect waterski conditions.  Numerous "PB's" 
were set along with several state championship records including ones set by Alexis Mishler and 
B'ster Detty.  Saturday's events ended around 4:30 PM allowing for everyone to rest and clean up for 
the evening's events.  At 7:00 PM a program of exhibition skiing starring  Dan Reed disabled, Jared 
Sharkey trick, Alexis Mishler slalom, and Paul Miller barefoot entertained the spectators lined up at 
the water's edge.    A pictorial history display assembled by Randy Sharkey drew much attention.  
The Hawthorn crew went beyond superlative with an on-site banquet under the tent with twinkling 
lights and appropriate table settings with excellent food.  After dinner the event was MC'd by Don 
Bucher.  The Barb Miller college scholarship award was given to Jacob Burish of Warsaw and the 
coveted Rollie Willams award was given to combo recipients Daryl and Nancy Harrison.  Don Bucher 
gave a brief oral history of the beginnings of the Indiana Water Ski Association and organized 
waterskiing in the state of Indiana.  Sunday morning brought out the last of the trickers and jumpers to 
end the day by 12:00 noon.  Let us not forget the Detty crew relatives and neighbors who worked as a 
team for this event and all of the volunteer judges, drivers, scorers, dock starters.   Let us not forget 
crazy Joe who jumped with bruised ribs, Shane Bucher who entered the slalom competition on a trick 
ski,  Brice Detty who skied with one eye swollen shut from a bee sting, the  Bucher clan who came in 
mass to win the team points, Bart's and North Salem State Bank, and the fun we all had! 

Dave Jarrett 

 



2019 Indiana State Championship Finalist 
     SLALOM TRICKS JUMP OVERALL 

BOYS 1 1) Jacob Bucher Rhett Bucher   Jacob Bucher 
 2) Rhett Bucher Jacob Bucher  Rhett Bucher 

BOYS 2 1) Charlie Cross Coltin Bucher Coltin Bucher Coltin Bucher 

 2) Coltin Bucher  Kolten Hoops Kolten Hoops Kolten Hoops 

 3) Kolten Hoops Wyatt Bucher Wyatt Bucher Wyatt Bucher 

GIRLS 2 1) Joy Bucher    

GIRLS 2 1) Alexis Mishler Julie Mishler Alexis Mishler Julie Mishler 
 2) Julie Mishler Samantha Hoops Samantha Hoops Alexis Mishler 

 3) Samantha Hoops Alexis Mishler Julie Mishler Samantha Hoops 

MEN 1 1) Briant Detty Briant Detty Briant Detty Briant Detty 
 2) Peyton Crowthers Jaceb Burnish Jonathan Moss Jonathan Moss 
 3) Kent Kohart Kent Kohart Kent Kohart Kent Kohart 

MEN 2 1) Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt Andrew Schmitt 

  2) Dillin Newton Joseph Cramer Joseph Cramer Joseph Cramer 

 3) BJ Newton    

MEN 3 1) Jeffrey Cross Cody Sharkey     

  2) Neal Clark      

 3) Christopher Susott    

MEN 4 1) Chris Clark Stephen Cecil Patrick Reagin Shane Bucher 

  2) Tony Lambert Shane Bucher Doug Stukey Doug Stukey 

 3) Eric Detty Doug Stukey Shane Bucher  

MEN 5 1) Kevin Smith    
 2) Brad Beerman    

 3) Brian Detty    

MEN 6 1) Kim Contos    
 2) Chuck Walker    
 3) Mark Schmitt    

MEN 7 1) John Kniesly Steve Plummer John Kniesly John Kniesly 

 2) Steve Plummer Paul Manning   

 3) Steve Gilbert John Kniesly   

MEN 8 1) Dave Jarrett Randy Sharkey Don Bucher Don Bucher 

 2) Don Bucher Don Bucher   

  3) Larry Smith Larry Smith   

MEN 9 1)  Howard Little   

Open Men 1)   Jared Sharkey     

WOMEN 1 1) Camille Clark  Camille Clark  

 2) Erwin Allison    

WOMEN 2 1) Jenna Gilbert Maggie Tierney Maggie Tierney Maggie Tierney 

 2) Paige Ruddick Jenna Gilbert   

 3) Maggie Tierney    

WOMEN 3 1) Michelle Bucher Shannon Chapman Michelle Bucher Michelle Bucher 

 2) Shannon Chapman Michelle Bucher   

WOMEN 4 1) Marla Lott    

 2) Jennifer Lambert    

WOMEN 5 1) Deborah Ruddick      

WOMEN 6 1) Jean Schmitt Patricia Patterson   

Disabled Men 1) Dan Reed    



 

 

  



Rollie Willams Award 
 
The Indiana Water Ski Association presents the Rollie Willams Memorial Award to an outstanding 
member of the Indiana State Ski Club.  The award recipient is selected by a substantial majority of 
past award recipients desiring to be active in the selection process and willing to support the tradition 
that the award recipient remains undisclosed until the presentation is made at the Saturday evening 
banquet during the Indiana State Championships.  The 2019 award was presented by Prissy 
Edwards (2018 recipient) to Daryl and Nancy Harrison who have been involved in Indiana Water Ski 
activities for the past 50 years.  
 
Daryl and Nancy many contributions over those years included being a promotion boat owner of Ski 
Nautiques, starting the first IWSA Newsletter, conducting numerous trick ski clinics, arranging several 
fall banquets, and providing valuable support for the sport.  Daryl himself was an accomplished and 
hard-core trick skier.  Hard-core as evidenced by Nancy, his driver, once asking why ski boats are not 
equipped with windshield wipers.  When told that RainX works, she replied – “I am not talking rain I 
am talking ‘snow’.   
 
 Congratulation Daryl and Nancy. 
 
 

 
 
 

Dave Jarrett / Larry Smith 

 
 
  



Indiana Skiers 2019 Midwest Regional Performances 
 
Twenty-seven Indiana Skiers made the trip to Maize, Kansas to compete in the Midwest Regionals.  
Indiana was well represented in the Girls and Boys divisions by Charlie Cross, the Mishler Family, the 
Hoops Family and a whole covey of Buchers.  Charlie claimed the Midwest Champion trophy in B2 
Slalom; Alexis Mishler the G2 Slalom and Overall trophies; and Julie Mishler the G2 Tricks. 
The adult divisions also had a good representation with several Championship trophies.  Bringing 
home, the Championship trophies was Cody Sharkey M3 Tricks; Paul Manning M7 Tricks; Don 
Bucher M8 Tricks, Jump, and Overall; and Jill Smith MW Tricks. 
Congratulations to all who competed.  
 

Skier Div Slalom Tricks Jump Overall 

Rhett Bucher B1 8 6  6 

Coltin Bucher B2 13 11 8 8 

Wyatt Bucher B2 17 14 12 12 

Charlie Cross B2 1    

Kolten Hoops B2 11 9 11 9 

Hunter Smith B3 14  7  

Samantha Hoops G2 4 2 4 3 

Alexis Mishler G2 1 4 5 1 

Julie Mishler G2 2 1 7 2 

Peyton Crowthers M1 6    

Joseph Cramer M2 9 7 6 6 

Cameron Hobson M2 2    

Jeffrey Cross M3 3    

Cody Sharkey M3  1   

Shane Bucher M4 19 5 5 5 

Chris Clark M4 2    

Tony Lambert M4 9    

Jim Ruthrauff M4 4    

Brad Beerman M5 5    

Kim Contos M6 4    

Chuck Walker M6 6    

Paul Manning M7  1   

Don Bucher M8 2 1 1 1 

Jill Smith MW  1   

Camille Clark W1 9  4  

Megan Lambert W2 2    

Prissy Edwards W8 4 3 2 3 

  



Indiana Skiers 2019 Nationals Performances 
 
Twenty-one Indiana skiers competed the 2019 Water Ski Nationals in West Palm Beach, Florida, with 
three skiers claiming National Championships.  Two were first time National Champions.  Alexis 
Mishler won the Girls 2 Slalom title, and after several previous podium finish Chris Clark claimed the 
top spot in Men 4 with an impressive score of 4.5 at 39.5 off line length.  Nate Smith continued his 
Open Men Slalom dominance by winning his second title in as many years. 
 
Alexis’s sister Julie also made it on the podium with a 3rd in Girls 2 Slalom and 5th Overall.  Another 
Indiana Girls 2 skier Samantha Hoops claimed the 5th spot in Tricks.  In Tricks Cody Sharkey scored 
a 5th place in Men 3 and Paul Manning 4th in Men 7.  In addition to the Girls 2 three event skiers, 
Don Bucher and Prissy Edwards competed in all three events, with Don getting on the podium in 
Tricks (5th), Jump (3rd), and Overall (4th); and Prissy getting on the podium in Tricks (4th), Jump 
(3rd), and Overall (4th).   Also scoring podium finishes was Jared Sharkey in Open Men Tricks (5th) 
and Casey Contos in Master Men Slalom (5th). 
 

 

Skier Div Slalom Tricks Jump Overall 

Charlie Cross B2 12T    

Alexis Mishler G2 1 10 13 6 

Julie Mishler G2 3 8 12 5 

Samantha Hoops G2 14 5 10 7 

Peyton Crowthers M1 18    

Cody Sharkey M3  5   

Jeff Cross M3 8    

Christopher Susott M3 33    

Chris Clark M4 1    

Jim Ruthrauff M4 42T    

Brad Beerman M5 16T    

Kim Contos M6 12T    

Chuck Walker M6 23T    

Paul Manning M7  4   

Don Bucher M8 8 5 3 4 

Lester Bender M9 7    

Casey Contos MM 5    

Nate Smith OM 1    

Jared Sharkey OM  5   

Camille Clark W1 21    

Prissy Edwards W7 6 4 3 4 

 
  



Monday Night Ski League #5 – August 12, 2019 

The Silent Shores Monday Night Ski League filled up quickly.  Overcast skies and the threat of rain 
made us think the showing would be "light."  WRONG AGAIN!  A full house kept the boat going into 
darkness!  Did anyone notice the Interior lighting on that new Liquid Edge Mastercraft?......Awesome!  
The full house of skiers illustrates the need for more water ski course access.  Perhaps next season a 
couple more lakes could join the project.  The smiles of participants skiing the course for the first time 
is super rewarding.  If you get bored with skiing you can make mud pies as the little girl pictured did!  
Thanks Neal and Megan, Liquid Edge Mastercraft, and Silent Shores.  Next and final Monday Night 
Ski League is Monday, August 26th at Brewski Lake on the east side of Indy 

  



Champion Lake – August 17, 2019 

The second Champion Lake 3 event tournament featured 18 slalom skiers, 1 trick skier, 1 jumper, 
and 1 thunderstorm.  Come-on 3 eventers, where are you?  Conditions were good most of the day 
except for that pesky storm that rolled through mid-day and caused a 1 ½ delay.   

There are no pictures of the event because the IWSA Chief Photographer was on a hiatus 
somewhere, but below are the results.  

 
Skier Name   Slalom   Tricks Jump 

  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score Ft. 

Charlie Cross B3 3.50 -32 34 87.50          

Ty Meeker B4 3.00 -35 34 93.00      

Peyton Crowthers M1 1.00 -35      36 97.00          

Neal Clark M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00          

Jeffrey Cross M4 3.00 -38 34 99.00          

Chris Clark M4 2.00 -38 34 98.00          

Scott Morton M4 2.00 -32 34 86.00          

Patrick Reagin M4         79 

Tom Sims M4 4.00 -32 34 88.00          

Brad Beerman M5 3.50 -35 34 93.50          

Kevin Smith M5 2.00 -38 34 98.00          

Mike Patterson M7 3.50 -32 34 81.50          

Sam Pontecorvo NM 1.50 -28 36 85.50  160 40 200  

Jenna Gilbert W2 1.00 -32 34 85.00      

Megan Lambert W2 3.00 -32 34 87.00          

Paige Ruddick W2 2.00 -32 34 86.00          

Kristin Meeker W4 1.00 -22 32 67.00      

Kimberly Black W5 2.00 -32 32 80.00          

Debarah Ruddick W5 1.00 -28 32 73.00          

 

  



Silent Shores #2 – August 25, 2019 

It was a chilly start at the Silent Shore Fall tournament on August 24th.  The early morning 
temperatures were in the mid 50's but the water and spirits were warm!  An early morning breeze 
blessed the event and continued throughout the day but that didn't affect some terrific scores by 
several skiers.  A group of Purdue team skiers and the Bucher family  in mass made the event a "full 
house" making the event continue in the early evening.  Many thanks to the Silent Shores Club for 
hosting a super event.  Timberlake and Cindonway offer tournaments on Labor Day weekend.   

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score 

Jacob Bucher B1 4.00 L 17 10.00  80 0 80 

Rhett Bucher B1 6.00 L 17 12.00  80 90 170 

Wyatt Bucher B2 4.50 -15 26 46.50  170 0 170 

Coltin Bucher B3 3.00 -15 34 69.00     

Alexis Mishler G4 2.00 -35 34 92.00     

Kent Kohart M1 3.50 -15 36 75.50     

Aaron Neustedter M1 2.00 -15 28 50.00     

Eric O’keefe M1 1.00 -32 36 91.00     

Cameron Hobson M2 2.50 -35 36 98.50     

BJ Newton M2 2.50 -22 34 74.50     

Dillin Newton M2 1.50 -32 36 91.50     

Sam Pontecorvo M2 2.50 -32 34 86.50     

Anthony Strack M2 3.00 -22 34 75.00     

Neal Clark M3 2.50 -38 34 98.50     

Casey Contos M3 2.00 -39.5 34 104.00     

Charles Hutton M3 3.00 -35 34 93.00     

Scott Scafidi M3 4.00 -22 32 70.00     

Scott Morton M4 4.50 -32 34 88.50     

Thomas Sims M4 0.50 -35 34 90.50     

Tony Lambert M5 0.50 -38 34 96.50     

Kim Contos M6 5.00 -35 34 95.00     

Paul Manning M7      1160 1030 2190 

Don Bucher M8 3.00 -22 30 63.00     

Dave Jarrett M8 4.00 -28 30 70.00     

Elizabeth Chattin W1 4.50 L 26 4.50     

Allison Erwin W1 2.00 -15 32 62.00     

Jessica Nieters W1 6.00 -15 26 48.00     

Jenna Gilbert W2 1.50 -32 34 85.50     

Megan Lambert W2 1.00 -32 34 85.00     

Michelle Bucher W3 2.50 -32 34 86.50  660 0 660 

Shannon Chapman W3 5.00 -15 30 59.00  780 330 1110 

Marla Lott W4 4.00 -32 34 88.00     

Kimberly Black W5 0.50 -32 32 78.50     

Jennifer Lambert W5 2.50 -15 28 2.50     
 





Cindonway Labor Day Open – September 1 & 2, 2019 

This tournament set a record for the greatest number of Buchers to ski in a tournament. There were 7 
– Jacob, Rhett, Wyatt, Coltin, Joy, Michelle, and “Grandpa” Don.  Next year we could have a new 
record if we can get the “Pops” Shane and Brandon out of their lawn chairs and into the water.  

To out do the Buchers in took a whole University. The collegiate team from Notre Dame showed up in 
mass filling up the Men 1 and Women 1 ranks, many of them being Grassroots first-time tournament 
skiers. 

The IWSA News apologizes for the lateness of this report.  There was a major equipment failure at 
the IWSA News Headquarters.  A large tree fell on the Medicom cable line.   

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score 

Jacob Bucher B1 6.00 L 15 6.00  260 60 320 

Rhett Bucher B1 3.00 -15 19 21.00  130 0 130 

Wyatt Bucher B2 4.00 -15 30 58.00  170 0 170 

Coltin Bucher B3 4.50 -15 34 70.50  410 0 410 

Joy Bucher G1 4.50 L 15 4.50  20 0 20 

Juliana Habryl G1 2.00 L 15 2.00     

Megan Warstler G1 1.50 L 15 1.50     

Natalie Mazur G3 2.00 L 15 2.00     

Adam Bisignani M1 1.50 -15 26 1.50  40 0 40 

Ian Brostowski M1 2.00 -15 26 2.00     

Andrew Burke M1 5.50 -15 26 5.50  280 40 320 

George Griffith M1 2.50 -15 26 2.50     

Mike Hendrickson M1 6.00 -15 34 72.00     

Kent Kohart M1 3.50 -15 34 75.50     

Isaiah Metcalf M1 5.00 -15 26 5.00     

Luke Miller M1 1.50 -15 28 49.50  20 20 40 

Jonathan Moss M1 4.50 -15 34 70.50     

William Moyers M1 4.00 -22 34 76.00  500 160 660 

Neal Clark M3 3.00 -38 34 99.00     

Edward Falk M3 4.50 -15 26 4.50     

Charles Hutton M3 3.00 -35 34 93.00     

John Murray M3 4.00 -15 30 58.00     

Cody Sharkey M3      1410 1710 3120 

Zack Zarrilli M3 6.00 -15 32 66.00     

Steve Gilbert M7 4.00 -28 32 76.00     
 

  



Timberlake Fall 

Here are the results from the 2019 Timberlake Fall Tournament 

SkierName   Slalom   Tricks  Jump Overall 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score   Pass1 Pass2 Score  Ft.  

Reed Treadway B3 4.50 -15 28 4.50  240 250 490  33 811.2 

Levi Duncan B4 3.00 -15 28 3.00        

Ty Meeker B4 4.50 -32 36 94.50  930 650 1580  49 1408.7 

Jaret Zoellner B4 1.00 -15 36 73.00  660 100 760  111 1392.9 

Kayla Meeker G1 3.50 L 15 3.50  250 0 250    

Camille Tranchita G1 3.00 L 15.5 3.00        

Taylor Schmitt G3 3.00 L 15 3.00  220 90 310    

Peyton Crowthers M1 2.00 -35 36 98.00        

Collin Ryals M1 4.00 -15 28 4.00        

Clay Kinnick M2 3.00 -15 36 75.00  40 540 580    

Andrew Schmitt M2 4.00 -32 36 94.00        

Dan Hale M3 4.50 -32 34 88.50        

Doug Meeker M4 3.00 -35 34 93.00        

Kris Miller M4 1.50 -32 34 85.50        

John Newton M4 4.00 -32 34 88.00        

Darr Leutz M5 3.00 -35 34 93.00        

Tom Steinback M6 1.50 -28 32 73.50        

Pat Commes M7 5.00 -15 32 65.00  340 200 540  87 1458.8 

James Tranchita M7 2.00 -35 32 86.00        

Savannah Leutz W1 3.00 -35 34 93.00  1360 860 2230  102 2717.0 

Lauren Grubb W2 2.00 -32 34 86.00  360 330 690  89 2062.9 

Dawn Leutz W4 2.00 -28 34 80.00        

Kristin Meeker W4 2.00 -22 32 68.00        

Jodie Schmitt W4      640 270 910    

Deborah Schmitt W7 3.00 -15 24 39.00        

Jean Schmitt W7 5.00 -15 39 59.00        

 

  



Sawmill Fall Record 
 
Perfection" was the description of conditions at the final Indiana Water Ski Tournament at Sawmill 
Lake near Columbus, Inidiana.  Summer like temperatures and no wind conditions made for a perfect 
day.  Multiple skiers into 38' and 39' off made for some exciting runs.  Malibu, Correct Craft, and 
Mastercraft boats made for skiers' favorite pulls.  The evening buffet from local Sawmill residents 
proved their usual top hospitality.  Its time to start submitting awards nominations for the fall 
banquet.....don't wait until the last minute. 
 

Dave Jarrett 

317-412-4071 

SkierName   Slalom 
  Div Buoys Rope MPH Score 

Charlie Cross B3 4.50 -32 34 88.50 

Lake Jones B4 3.00 -38 36 105.00 

Julie Mishler G3 4.00 -32 32 82.00 

Alexis Mishler G4 2.00 -32 34 92.00 

Annemarie Wroblewski G4 2.00 -38 34 98.00 

Peyton Crowthers M1 .50 -35 36 96.50 

Nicholas Shedd M1 3.50 -35 36 99.50 

Cameron Wischmeyer M1 2.00 -35 36 98.00 

Clay Kinnick M2 2.00 -15 36 74.00 

Neal Clark M3 4.00 -38 34 100.00 

Christopher Susott M3 5.00 -22 34 77.00 

Chris Clark M4 1.50 -39.5 34 103.50 

Jeffrey Cross M4 2.00 -38 34 98.00 

Kyle Jones M4 2.50 -38 34 98.50 

Matthew Kelly M4 4.00 -35 34 94.00 

Thomas Sims M4 4.50 -32 34 88.50 

Scott Tynan M4 2.00 -39.5 34 104.00 

Brad Beerman M5 2.00 -38 34 98.00 

Tony Lambert M5 3.00 -38 34 99.00 

Kevin Smith M5 2.00 -38 34 98.00 

Kim Contos M6 3.00 -38 34 99.00 

Kirk O’daniel M6 4.50 -15 32 4.50 

Ted Mccolley M7 2.50 -39.5 32 98.50 

Mike Patterson M7 3.00 -32 32 81.00 

Dave Jarrett M8 5.50 -22 32 71.50 

Philippa Shedd OW 1.50 -38 34 97.50 

Megan Lambert W2 1.00 -35 34 91.00 

Paige Ruddick W2 1.00 -32 34 85.00 



 

  



IWSA 2019 Fall Banquet Report 
 
The annual IWSA Awards Banquet was held on November 2nd, 2019 at the Marquee Room at the 
Indiana Grand Race Track and Casino near Shelbyville. Hall of Fame inductees were Sam Schmitt 
and Ron and Marsha Stolz.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sam Schmitt – Hall of Fame Inductee 
 
Sam Schmitt’s waterskiing career began at age 7 on the 
Ohio River, in Evansville, In.  At that time, his dad and his 
dad’s brother were members of the Evansville Water Ski 
Club “skiers,” camping at a river camp in the Ohio River 
every weekend.  The families shared a 16 ft. Crownline 
with an 80 horsepower Mercury and performed at ski 
show including jumping, clown, and pyramid acts.  They 
trick skied on a Cypress Gardens trick ski and jumped on 
old Rampmaster jumpers which were shared by Mike, 
Mark, and Sam.  When Sam’s dad could finally afford a 
pair of Rampmasters.  Sam shared them with his sister 
Pat.  Sam likes to tell how when they were getting ready for state tournament, they would 
break a tip on a ski, would cut the ski in half and send to Cypress Gardens and they’d send 
another pair! 
 
The jump they used was 12 ft. wide and 2 ft. folded down on each side for pulling!  The club 
pulled this jump to ski shows and to Kentucky Lake for practice.  Sam’s first tournament was in 
1967 on Decatur Lake in Decatur, Il.  This was his fir time in a slalom course as it was virtually 
impossible to maintain course in the Ohio River.   Sam bought his first EP fiberglass jumpers in 
1973 when he was 18.  His favorite event was jump, which he did in a pair of cutoff jeans and 
an EP jacket.  Sam never got to ski the Nationals, although he exceeded his EP with this longest 
jump of his career, 142’ in 1980.  He jumped this the same weekend as the Midwest Regionals.  
He had hoped to get that jump on Saturday in that tournament, then fly to the regionals to ski, 
thus meeting the requirement to ski in Nationals.  Fate intervened, however as the jump came 
on Sunday and he had missed both the Midwest and Southern Regionals! 



 
Sam skied the Indiana State Tournaments every year through the 70’s and became an assistant 
judge in 1980.  He became a regular judge in the mid 80’s and has been a senior judge since 
the early 90’s.  He has regularly served as Sr. Judge in tournaments all over the Midwest, 
including Nationals, Regionals, and Chief Judge in the 2018 Midwest Regionals in Wilmington, 
Il.  
 
Sam is one of the original Timberlake Ski Club members, joining with 8 other families to create 
one of the premier ski sites in Indiana and the only one south of Indianapolis.  Sam was 
awarded the Rollie Williams award in 2009 and has served as both IWSA president and also 
served on the IWSA Board of Directors.  Sam has been a Mastercraft Tournament Team 
member for 40 years, providing a promo boat for tournaments in Indiana, the Midwest, and at 
Nationals when held in Duquoin, Il and Wilmington, Il.  
 
Sam’s actual skiing competition days were cut short due to an illness, but not before he 
participated in the 2001 World Police and Fire Games.  He has continued to promote the sport, 
helping with disabled waterskiing and teaching others to ski including Levi Duncan who skied 
in the 2015 Indiana State at Camelot Ski Lake. 
 
While Sam no longer skis, his love of the sport is evidenced by the many miles he travels each 
summer to judge and take his wife to compete. 
 
 
Ron and Marcia Stolz  --  Hall of Fame Inductees 
 
Ron, Marci, Shellie, and Ronnie grew up on the 
water and wanted to bring that family fun to the 
Indianapolis area.  It was from this family-oriented 
sport that they opened Skiers’ Edge Pro Shop on 
October 4, 1989.  Even before the Pro Shop 
opened, Ron and Marsha operated the Mastercraft 
dealership in the Castleton area displaying the first 
ever Mastercraft along with the 25th Anniversary 
Stars and Stripes Mastercraft at the 1993 
Indianapolis Boat Show. 
As the Pro Water Ski Events started looking for 
venues around the country the Stolz Family became involved and sponsored many of the 
events.  Ron along with John Kniesly and Dr. Larry Davis they secured the White River site 
(Lake Indy) for one of the largest crowds ever to watch water skiing.  Eventually, the U.S. 
Water Ski Team Trials were also held at this site 1990. 
 



Not only providing boats and labor for many of the Pro Tour event, the Stolz Family provided 
hospitality and sponsorship for many of these tour stops.  They also provided sponsorship for 
the Indiana Water Ski Association State Tournaments, Banquets, Junior Development and Trick 
Clinics.  They also provided sponsorship to several Collegiate Water Ski Teams.  They provided 
boats for the first IWSA Disable Clinics, the Learn to Ski Clinics on Lake Indy and the INT 
tournaments with Jerry Hickman.  
 

 1985 Coors Light Tour.  ---  White River 
 1986 Coors Light Tour.  ---  White River 
 1990 U.S. Team Trials    ---  White River 
 1991 Michelob Dry Tour.  ---  Allison Pointe Lake 
 1992 Bud Water Ski Tour.  ---  Allison Point Lake 
 1993 Bud Water Ski Tour.  ---  The Precedent 
 1994 Bud Water Ski Tour.  ---  The Precedent 
 1995 Bud Water Ski Tour.  ---  The Precedent 
 1996 Café’De Columbia Tour.  ---  The Precedent 
 1997 Café’De Columbia Tour.  ---  The Precedent 
 2001 Pro Water Ski & Wakeboard Tour.  ---  The Precedent 
 2002 Pro Tour.  ---  The Precedent 

 
After 30 years of service to the water ski community, the Stolz Family closed their Skiers Edge 
Pro Shop in February of 2017.  The Mastercraft Dealership and Skiers Edge Pro Shop were 
closed to Indianapolis…but, not to those of us who remember all their efforts and love that 
this Ski Family provided to those who love to ski.  Their mission statement from the beginning 
read as follows:  Bringing friends and family together through the lover of Watersports!  
Daughter Shellie said “we grew up on the water and wanted to bring that to our area.  Plus, it 
allowed us as a family to work and play together. 
 
  



Peyton Crowthers  -  Most Determined Skier of the Year   
 
For 7 years he packed his bags and skis 
and moved to Gransma’s where he skied 
every day.  For the period from 2012 to 
2017 he was first in slalom 4 times, 
second 2 times, skied in 5 Regionals, and 
1 Nationals.  He took a break in 2018 and 
in 2019 when he became employed in 
Ohio, so he joined the Skiers Runway and 
dad helped purchase a 1991 Nautique 
with no cruise control.  He hooked up 
with anyone who would pull him in 
including 82 years old Ron Troeger.  He sandwiched in working and coming to Indiana on the 
weekends to enter all of the Indiana Tournaments.   Not only did he enjoy skiing but put in the 
extra effort to do physical work at both the Skier’s Runway and Kokomo Ski Club. 
 
Highlights of his recent accomplishments: 
  Placed 2nd in State w/5@35’ off 
  Placed 6th in Regional w/1.5 @ 35’ off 
  Placed 18th in Regionals w/2@ 35’ off 
  Earned his assistant Judges rating 
 
 
Paul Manning  -  Trick Skier of the Year 
 
Paul puts envy into the hearts of most of us!  
It’s a hard choice between Golf and Water 
Skiing for Paul.  He seems to manage both 
with ease!  Paul skis at the Kokomo Club 
practicing his trick routines.   He place 2nd in 
the State contest with 1070 points, 
Regionals with 1680 points which gave him 
a first, and he placed 4th in Nationals with 
1360 points.  2019 was one of his best years 
ever!   
  



Charlie Cross  -  Junior Boys Skier of the Year 
 
Charlie lives and skis on Champion Lake.  He 
started his year in March getting some time 
on the water while in Florida with Nate Smith 
and in South Carolina skiing with Seth and 
Landon Stisher.  At home, if he’s not skiing 
with his dad, he’s bumming rides from his ski 
buddy neighbors, Kevin Smith, or Debbie and 
Paige Ruddick.  
 
Charlies accomplishments for the year: 
 1st in State 6@ 28’ off 
 1st in Regionals 4@ 32’ off 
 12th in Nationals 
 
He had several scores into 32 off with tournament personal best at the Champion Lake 
Tournament of 5@ 32’ off.  He has started the 2020 ski year ranked 3rd in the Nation in B3 with 
an average 88.5 buoys (4@ 32’off @ 34 mph).  Charlie has one more year in B3 Division. 
 
When not on the water, Charlie attends Mt.Vernon Middle School as a 7th grader and is a 
straight A student.  He plays basketball and is active in his church youth group. 
 
Dillon Newton and BJ Newton – Newcomer Skiers of the Year 
 
Dillin and BJ burst onto the water ski scene a 
few years ago when they started free skiing in 
2016.  They were hooked, bought the Fariland 
Ski Club slalom course and installed it at 
Holiday Lake, and bought a used Nautique.  In 
2018 they entered their first official 
tournament.  Fast forward to this year, training 
at both Kodiak Lake and Boondocks Ski Club, BJ 
and Dillin skied in both of the Silent Shores 
tournaments, the Indiana State Tournament, 
and the Hawthorn Classic tournament.  With friendly competition between each other, they 
improved their tournament scores and ended the year with a highlight:  Dillin has qualified for 
the 2020 US Nationals.  



Alexis Mishler  -  Female Skier of the Year 
 
Wow! What a year for Alexis.  Here are a few of her numerous highlights from the 2019 ski 
season.  She was a team member for the 2019 USA Junior 14U Canadian-American challenge 
and Midwest Junior National and Elite Team member.  She qualified for the Junior Us Open 
and finished 5th.  She finished first in slalom and jump at the Indiana Water Ski Championships 
in Danville, breaking the Girls 2 slalom record with an impressive 4@35off at 32 mph. She 
finished first in slalom and overall at the Midwest Regional Championships,  in Wichita, Kansas, 
and finished first in slalom at the US Nationals in West Palm Beach, Fl.   After all of that, Alexis 
is still training hard with the goal of qualifying for the 2020 Junior World Championships which 
will be held at Pickos Waterski and Wakeboard School in Santa Rosa Beach, Fl. 
 
Julie Mishler -  Junior Female Skier of the Year 
 
Julie excelled in all three events this ski 
season and her accomplishments earned her 
the Jr. Female skier of the year award!  Here 
are some of her highlights from the 2019 
waterski season.  At the Indiana State 
Waterski Championships, she placed second 
in slalom with a score of 3@35’off, 32 mph, 
broke her own Indiana State Girls 2 Overall 
record with 2,582 points, and won the trick 
title.  At the Midwest Regional Tournament, 
she was a member of the Jr. Elite team and won the Girls 2 trick title.  She was a team member 
for the 2019 USA Junior 14U Canadian-American Challenge.  She placed 3rd at the US National 
in slalom and 5th in overall and is currently ranked #1 in the country in Girls 3. 
 
Sharkey Family  -  Family Skiers of the Year 
 
Randy Sharkey – 1st at State  -  Men’s 8 Tricks 
Cody Sharkey -  1st at State,  1st at Regionals,  5th at 
Nationals  Men’s 3 Tricks 
Jared Sharkey -  1st in State,  5th in Nationals (7070 
points)  Open Men’s Tricks 
 
Jared and wife Katie are expecting their first 
baby…baby shower today! 
  



Chris Clark  -  Male Skier of the Year 
 
Water Ski National Champion 2019 Men’s 4, West 
Palm Beach Florida 
 
Chris has an extensive water ski journey of over 
40 years of competing.  Chris began competing in 
1979 at age 14.  His first competition was at 
Hidden Lake and Camelot Lake in Warsaw, 
Indiana.  His first Indiana State Tournament was 
in 1994 at Fairland, In.  He was awarded Most 
Improved Skier from Indiana Water Ski 
Association in 2007.  He has won the Indiana State 6 times, has won the Midwest Regionals 5 
times and has competed in 23 National tournaments with five podium finishes.  His first 
national podium placed him third in Master’s Men at Bakersfield, Ca in 2007. 
 
In 2014, Chris competed in the over-35-Worlds and placed 16th.  He has competed in many Big 
Dog tournaments with his best finish being 4th in Louisiana therefore winning a check!  His 
family says that money puts him in a “Pro Skier” category.  The Purdue Waterski Team also 
claims him as their coach. 
 
This season, Chris began training early with his very strict diet of wings and beer.  He 
processed to win the State Tournament and placed 2nd at Regionals.  Coaching advice from 
Scott Tynan and Drs. Rick and Philippa Shedd before the national competition helped launch 
him to rise up to the National Podium.  Chris was seeded 16th and put up a whopping score of 
4 ½ @ 39 off.  He and his cheerleading group (aka Alicia, Lake, Camille and all of the Indiana 
Waterski family) watched skiers for upwards of 2 hours until he was finally announced the 
2019 Men’s 4 National Champion! 
 
Samantha Hoops  -  Junior Trick Skier of the Year 
 
Samie Hoops nearly doubled her trick point totals from 2018 to 2019.  Samie has worked on all 
three disciplines and has seen improvement while representing the State of Indiana as well as 
being a 2-time member of the JSA Waterski Midwest Junior Team.  She has enjoyed the 
friendships and the comradery with all the junior skiers in the State of Indiana, as well as the 
entire country.  Her Hawthorn Classic score of 2,490 was her top score for the year.  She 
placed 2nd at the Indiana State Tournament, 2nd at Midwest Regionals.  She ended the season 
on the Trick podium at the USA Water Ski Nationals in the 5th place position.  Her favorite Trick 
Skiing Quote came from a world class competitor who told me, “I do not know why you cannot 
do the trick, it is easy, just do it.”  Needless to say, she is still working on that trick…….We look 
forward to seeing what the 2020 season will bring for Samie Hoops. 



Kolten Hoops -  Junior Boys Jumper of the Year 

Under the supervision of Dee Dee Tucker and Joe Reagin, Kolten age 10, followed in his sister’s 
footsteps and rode out his 3rd attempt over the ramp.  From that point on, he never looked 
back.  Landing jumps in all tournaments entered for the 2019 waterski season.   Kolten finished  
2nd in the State Tournament and is embracing the thought of learning to fly a little farther next 
season.  We look forward to seeing what the 2020 season will bring for Kolten Hoops. 
 
Shannon Chapman  -  Most Improved Trick Skier of the Year 
 
In between running the family businesses at 
Raccoon Reservoir in the summers, and wake 
surfing at same, Shannon Chapman was a 
regular at Hawthorn Lake trick skiing under the 
supervision of Dee Dee Tucker.  She worked 
very hard on learning new tricks and it has paid 
off.  (Remember, it’s 100 falls for each new 
trick!)  This year alone, she has learned the toe 
back, toe front, wake O, back to back and 
reverse back to back, 540 and wake O.  We saw 
Shannon at the Silent Shores and the State 
Tournament displaying her new tricks!  Congratulations Shannon. 
 
Purdue Ski Club  -  Collegiate Team of the Year 
 
This past summer, a group of about 6 young 
women from the Purdue Ski Club appeared at 
several of the Monday Night Ski League events 
at various lake sites around central Indiana.   
Last minute entrees (the night before!)  a 
mixed group of Purdue students registered and 
participated in the August Silent Shores 
Tournament.  Approximately 20 Purdue skiers 
attended the Collegiate Nationals at Bell Aqua 
in California setting many personal PB’s both in 
slalom and jump ending up with 6th place in 
Division #2.    Thanks to Boonedocks Lake for hosting the Purdue Ski Club and to Chris Clark for 
coaching. 
  



Rhett Bucher   -  Junior Future Star Skier of the Year 
 
Rhett Bucher, grandson of Don Bucher, increased his buoy count by 21 buoys in 2019 over 
2018.  He also accumulated 134 points in tricks.  He also went over the jump but in the words 
of John Kniesly, augured into the depths below.  There’s always next year! 
 
Coltin & Wyatt Bucher -  Co–Junior Most Improved Skier of the Year 
 
Coltin Bucher had a record year competing in 
and attending State, Regionals, and Nationals 
 
This was Wyatt’s 1st year in Boys 2.  He improved 
his buoy count in 2019 by 13 buoys, collected 70 
points in trick, and jumped 27 feet which puts  
him close to Granpa’s jump score.  Looking 
forward to 2020. 
 
 
HONORABLE MENTION TO THE FOLLOWING: 
 Neal Clark – Mastercraft Promo – Monday Night Ski Leaues 
 Brian Detty – Nautique Promo – Nautique Swerve Event 
 DeeDee Tucker – State Championships Worker – Coach 
 Hawthorne Lake – State Championships and Banquet 
 The Pattersons – Scorers, Drivers, Judging at multiple events 
 Philipa Shedd – National Competitor 
 Carol Federspill – managing this year’s awards banquet 
 Title Sponsors – Bart’s and LD Smith Plumbing 
 BC Awards – Brownsburg   
  
 

 

 


