Ray Huber was born and lived in LaPorte Indiana his entire life. His parents purchased property on Pine
Lake in LaPorte in the 1920’s and that is where his fondness for sailing, swimming and water skiing
began. Ray was swimming at a very young age and spent many nights at the YMCA in the winter as a
youth in their pool when he could not swim in Pine Lake. He was a competitive swimmer in High School
and was State Champion in 1951 in the 200 yard Freestyle and also placed 6™ that same year in the 100
yard Freestyle. He started and coached the YMCA Turbo swim teams in the 1950’s and 60’s and had
many wins taking the team around the Midwest for meets. Ray was also a competitive sailor winning
many regattas as a youngster racing Lightning and Snipe sailboats. He and his son Tom raced Laser’s for
a number of years. Living on Pine Lake most of his life, Ray taught hundreds of people how to ski and got
them involved in the sport. He was a true ambassador for the sport of water skiing.

Ray started tournament skiing in 1955 after spending a couple of years on his back because of surgery
trying to correct being born with two missing vertebra. The doctors told him he could never ski again
due to the risk of injury because of the void in his back. That, of course, was not going to happen as his
love for water skiing was worth the risk. Ironically, when he visited his doctor a couple of years later
after he had been skiing during those two years, his doctor said it was one of the best things he could
have done as there was now muscle where there used to be a void from the missing vertebra.

LaPorte hosted the 1956 Nationals where Ray really got a flavor for how good some of the best skiers in
the World were and realized he needed a lot more practice to compete at that level.

Ray’s first National’s was in 1958 at Pine Mountain, Georgia where he placed 8™ in Men’s Slalom. In
1959 the LaPorte ski club, the “ Ski Dattles”, which he helped form hosted the State Championships
where he was the tournament director. LaPorte hosted numerous state championships over the years in
which he and his wife Mary were very involved. He also helped start and was President of the Indiana
Water Ski Association for numerous years, served on the Board of Directors for the American Water Ski
Association in 1968 and held various offices with the Midwest Regional Council over the years. In 1968
Correct Craft asked Ray to run and administer their Midwest Regional Promo Boat Program which
involved assigning Promo boats to competitive skiers in the Midwest and having those skiers take the
boats to assigned tournaments. The program was very successful as it was the first of its kind and gave
Correct Craft the lead in the tow boat market. Correct Craft also sponsored some of the first Cash Prize
Tournaments in the Midwest in the 1970’s which Ray was in charge of. For Ray taking on these duties,
he was given a new boat every year to use from 1968 thru the 1980’s.

Ray’s accomplishments as a competitive water skier are probably secondary to the many friendships he
and his family formed over the years because of water skiing. Unless you are or have been part of a
water skiing family it is hard to explain what it is like to go to tournaments every weekend in the
summer and compete against some of your best friends. It is truly a special part of the sport. His two
sons Terry and Greg both competed, and like Ray, won numerous state, regional and national titles. Ray
was one of the last skiers to stick it out on his wood slalom ski when everyone was switching to
fiberglass and aptly named his wood ski “Old Fungus”.

Some of Ray’s highlights as a competitor and boat driver:
1969 Regionals 1% Place Senior Men’s Slalom

1969 Nationals 3™ Place Senior Men’s Slalom



1969 Nationals-First Senior Men to run a complete pass at 30 Off
1970 Nationals 5" Place Senior Men’s Slalom

1971 Regionals 15 Place Senior Men’s Slalom

1971 Nationals 5 Place Senior Men’s Slalom

1972 Nationals 3" Place Senior Men’s Slalom

1973 Nationals 3™ Place Senior Men’s Slalom

1974 Nationals Boat Driver

1978 Nationals Chief Boat Driver

1979 Nationals Boat Driver

Ray and his sons started Huber’s Marine Inc. in 1984 and the business continues today with his sons
running the business.

Ray worked for and retired from the Department of Defense after 35 years as Chief of the Contracts
Administration Division for his region.

Ray passed away March 20, 2006.



