
President’s Corner 
 
 I want to welcome you all to the 2010 ski season which is sure 
to be a busy one. We have 13 traditional three event tourna-
ments scheduled. 9 NSL/Grassroots slalom tournaments and 
numerous grassroots clinical events throughout the whole 
state for beginners of all abilities to enjoy.  With the addition of 
the 21st Disabled Water Ski National Championships com-
bined with the 2nd Pan Am Games and all the IWSA clinic 
events to come will prove a busy start to which we believe will 
be a fun successful season.  
 
We have a dedicated board of directors who will see this chal-
lenging year off to a great season like we have experienced in 
the past.  A few new much needed younger members are 
bringing needed new energy to the board meetings. 
 
The 7

th
 Annual Charity Golf Outing will be held Thursday May 

27
th
.  This fund raiser has helped significantly to the benefit of 

Disabled and Youth Water Sports programs.  This is a fun so-
cial event, you really don‘t need to be a good golfer (we‘re wa-
ter skiers), just come out and enjoy the day and give to a good 
cause.  
 
Again for this season there is a full slate of clinics scheduled 
for IWSA participants.  These clinics are for all levels of inter-
ests.  I urge everyone to partake in a clinic event of some kind.  
Whether you get in the water or not everyone should take the 
safety clinic.  It includes American Red Cross Certification in 
adult CPR and basic first aid.  I can‘t comment enough on the 
Jr. Development clinic.  It‘s one of the best in the region.  
There‘s a day for beginners and a day for advanced kids to 
enjoy the benefits of top notch instructors that work great with 
kids.  Whether it‘s an officials rating or a ski event there‘s a 
clinic for you.  
 
The tournament season kicks off again with IWSA‘s 10

th
 An-

nual Spring Fling.  We‘ve all been to the boat show, now this is 
a chance to experience that new boat on the water.  Many 
vendors will display their latest ski gear for your water sports 

(Continued on page 2) 
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needs.  It‘s a great way to get the season started.  
 
If you don‘t ski any other event, I challenge everyone to 
make the state tournament.  Timberlake in Mt. Vernon 
is host to the 2010 Bart‘s Water Sports Indiana State 
Championships.  They have held many successful state 
tournaments with their superb hospitality and are con-
sidered one of the most beautiful ski sites in the state.  
There‘s a division for every level of skier so there‘s no 
excuses.  Come out spend the day bring a friend, and 
be a part of the best event in the state. 
 
Finally, please support our sponsors.  They have been 
the back bone of our organization for a long time.  If 
there‘s new ski gear you need, check out our sponsors 
first.  They‘ll be glad to help, and don‘t forget to tell 
them thanks for all they do to support water skiing in 
Indiana.  
 
IWSA through the board of directors goes to great 
lengths to provide many opportunities for all levels of 
skiers, officials and children. I hope everyone is taking 
advantage of it. 
 
Please visit www.indianawaterski.org for all the updates 
on the upcoming season. 
 
Respectively,  
Jim Beck 
IWSA President  

Date:   June 6, 2010 

Location:  Fairland 
 

Boat Show, Equipment Show, Skiing & 

Wakeboarding, Picnic 
 

Skiers – 9:00 to 1:00 PM 

Wakeboarders 1:00 to 5:00 PM  

 

I74 Fairland Exit 

To Indy 

Fairland Ski 

Club 

Sponsored by 

IWSA 

IWSA & USA Water Ski members  Free! 

Includes skiing, and food!!! 

Nominal fee for non-members 

Editor’s Note:  Reports on last year‘s events 

contain details previously un-known by the skiing 
community  Your newsletter staff has spared no ex-
pense in covering these events with the best old fash-
ion ―shoe leather‖ investigative reporting this side of 
‘TMZ‘ to get you the behind the scene stories.  A fund 
may have to established to cover ‗new shoes‘ and 
medicinal supplies expended by our crack reporting 
staff to bring you these stories. 

Safety Clinic 2009 
 
When: April 24, 2010 - 9:00 am to about 5:00 pm 
 
Where: Avon High School, Avon, Ind. – US 36 west of 
Indianapolis 
 
Cost: $25 to IWSA - $25 to American Red Cross 
 
The clinic will include American Red Cross certifica-
tion in adult CPR and basic First Aid.  This will be 
taught in the morning. Safety Director certification in 
the afternoon. 
 
Bring swim suit, towel and life jacket.  Must be active 
USA Water Ski member, bring your card 
 
For more information call Bill Roach at 1-317-844-
7771 home or 317-989-3164 cell 

http://www.indianawaterski.org/




Cindonway Shores, IN, July 25 and 26, 2009;    Six dec-
ades of State tournament history were celebrated, ap-
propriately, in the womb of organized Indiana water ski 
competition – Kosciusko County.  Don and Peggy 
Bucher and the members of Water Ski Inc. proved gra-
cious hosts as skiers traveled to Cindonway Shores to 
pay homage to three-event skiing.  In spite of up and 
down weather conditions skiers set seven tournament 
records during the two day run of the Rollie Williams 
Memorial Indiana State Water Ski Championships, 
sponsored by Correct Craft and featuring one hundred 
fifteen competitors 
 
Prissy Edwards charged into uncharted waters as the 
first to vie for Women 6 state championship laurels.  Her 
marks in Slalom (3@22‘ off), Trick (1340 pts), and Jump 
(62‘) automatically set the standard.  Prissy was hardly 
out of the water before vowing to better these marks in 
2010.  Also advancing into a new age division and, like 
Edwards, improving with age, Men 5 Slalom ace Kim 
Contos ran 2 buoys at 39‘ off for a new mark. 
 
US Disabled Water Ski Team member Dan Reed im-
proved his Jump record in Disabled MP 3 Men to 56 
feet.  Jared Sharkey improved the Men 1 Trick record in 
fine style with a stand up 6130 point run featuring an 
exciting array of flips.  Jared was also the 2010 recipient 
of the Barb Miller Memorial Scholarship.  Sunday‘s Sla-
lom fans were thrilled by Scott Tynan‘s extension of his 
record Men 3 performance to 1.5 buoys at 41' off 
 
Phillipa Shedd tied her Women 4 Slalom record with 
another 1.5 at 38' off set.  Gary Hall, sporting a bionic 
hip and skiing pain-free, ran 1 at 35' off in Men 6.  Win-
ner Liz Tynan continued her charge toward Girls 1 Sla-
lom fame with her best-ever 2 buoys at 22' off, and 
Women 1 Slalom, Jump (61'), and Overall champ Mi-
chelle Bucher advanced her Slalom PB to one half at 
32' off. 
 
In Grassroots competition Water Ski Inc. homey Mark 
Wyrick took first in Men 1 Slalom, with his teammates 
Steve Robison and Chuck Chastain going 1-2 in Men 3 
Slalom.  Tim Bair edged Jerry Hodges by half a buoy in 
Men 4. 
 
Women Grassroots Slalom featured great skiing by 
Lindsay Sokol, outpointing Katie Modisett and Laura 
Emaus in Women 1.  Kris Paton and Jenny Lambert 
soloed in Women 2 and 3, respectively. 
 
Novice action featured older ski jumpers Tom Eggers 
(84') and Joe Willig (39') in Men 4, disproving that the-
ory about age sensitivity to orthopedic breakdown.  
Grassroots slalom skiers Laura Emaus and Mark Wyrick 

also took to the ramp, she landing a 36 footer and he 
going for 71 feet..  Those two also won the Trick event, 
scoring Overall wins in their divisions. 
 
Angola skier Paige Driver took Girls 3 Novice Slalom 
and Trick titles.  Her brother Roth won Expert Men 1 
Slalom with 2.5 buoys at 30 mph, also taking 2

nd
 in Nov-

ice Trick but was unable to land a scoring Jump frustrat-
ing his quest for Overall gold.  Ora Freeman enjoyed a 
leisurely breakfast Saturday morning and afterward took 
a short nap.  Waking in time to amble down to the dock 
for his Novice Men 2 Slalom run he ran 2 buoys at 
34mph, good for his blue ribbon.  On Sunday he added 
a Trick win to his resume‘.  John Nile and Pat Filler fin-
ished in second and third behind Drew Mason in Novice 
Men 3 Slalom.  Novice Men 6 tricker Dave Jarrett (1

st
) is 

merely a jump set from challenging his comrades Smith 
and Bucher for Overall.  MP3 sit skier Reed rounded 3 
Slalom buoys on the inner course at 28mph and scored 
320 points in Trick, winning both events and Overall. 
 
Other Expert Slalom action featured Matt Beck, Bryan 
McClintock, Joe Willig, and Steve Alwine as winners in 
Men 2, 3, 4 and 5 with Alwine pressed into a run-off with 
runner-up Steve Gilbert. 
 
The Mark Wiggs Memorial Long Jump Trophy went to 
Boys 3 aero specialist Briant Detty, but not before he 
found himself in one heck of a jam.  On his first jump 
B‘ster‘s right ski tip dropped, showing stickers we‘re not 
supposed to see when he‘s airborn, and he began an 
agonizing and irrecoverable dive toward the Cindonway  
surface.  After being attended to by meet safety officials 
who determined he was OK Briant finished his set with 
a best of 122'.  This was Briant‘s first Wiggs Trophy 
which cannot be awarded to the same skier in succes-
sive years.  He also earned the ―Crash‖ trophy in a rare 
double he‘d rather not repeat. 
 
Continuing momentum started at last year‘s Regional, 
Jenna Gilbert‘s 2 buoys at 32' off was good for first in 
Girls 3 Slalom.  Kirby Schmitt grabbed Overall as soon 
as she entered the meet, but carded good scores in 
Jump (56') and Trick (1480 pts) as well.  Sarah Rozow 
was Slalom runner-up, Schmitt 3

rd
, Megan Lambert 4

th
, 

and Hannah Rozow 5th. 
 
After a friendly debate about which of the Jonas Broth-
ers would be the best boyfriend, the trio of Camille 
Clark, Lauren Goldman, and Rachel Casetti took to the 
Girls 2 Slalom course, finishing in that order. 
 
Sam Jackson edged Detty by half a buoy in Boys 3 Sla-
lom, scoring 3.5 at 35' off for the win.  Detty scored 
1680 points to win Tricks and Overall.  Lake Clark went 

Action and Fun at 2009 60th Anniversary IN State Water Ski 
 Championships 
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out early in Slalom, as did Nick Rozow and Clay 
Schmitt, but Schmitt came back with third place finishes 
in Trick and Jump to gain silver in Overall.  Chase 
McCain led all jumpers with a meet best of 142' to take 
Boys 3 Jump, also placing second in Trick with a re-
spectable run on 1130 points. 
 
 Aaron Weeks wasn‘t far behind McCain with a 132' 
Men 2 Jump winner.  Weeks‘ meet included an Overall 
win on the strength of his fine 2560 point Trick run, 
overcoming a sub-par Slalom set.  Other Century Club 
jumpers included division winners Scott Schmitt (Men 1 
at 115') and Brian Detty (Men 4 at 111').  It was Miller 
time in Boys 2 and Men 3 Jump as son Blake and dad 
Paul took honors with 28' and 83' leaps.  Both were a bit 
sore following their jumps, Blake because of a crash 
and Paul because he‘s just not as durable as his partner
-in-flight. 
 

Led by former Purdue standout Brian Zimmer who won 
Men 2 Trick with 3260 points and finished 3

rd
 in Jump 

(70') and 4
th
 in Slalom for second place Men 2 Overall, 

the newest ski club in the state, Indianapolis Water Ski, 
Inc., a/k/a/ Indy Skiers, finished the team competition in 
11

th
 place.  Official team scoring may not have included 

Zimmer‘s effort as the score book did not indicate his 
club affiliation.  The same could be said of slalom skiers 
Megan Lambert‘s 4

th
 in Girls 3, her dad Tony‘s 1@35' 

off for 5
th
 in Men 3,  her mom Jenny‘s 1

st
 place in Grass-

roots Women 3 Slalom, Grassroots legend Jerry 
Hodges‘ 2

nd
 in Men 4, and Dan Stone‘s 3

rd
 in Novice 

Men 2 Slalom.  The club‘s other scoring members in-
cluded Drew Mason (1

st
 Novice Men 3), Aaron Crane 

(2
nd

 Novice Men 2), and  John Kniesly (3
rd

 Men 5), all 
Slalom competitors. 
 
Men 2 Slalom honors went to Charles Hutton, outscor-
ing Neal Clark by 3 buoys.  Mark Zimmer, Brian‘s 
brother, returned from a two year stint in Australia to 
finish second to his sib in Men 2 Trick with 2370 points.  
In other Men 2 action Tom Pollack finished 3

rd
 Overall 

and Andrew Hipskind took 2
nd

 in Jump and 4
th
 Overall.  

Jeff Myers was 5
th
 in Slalom. 

 
Sherry Dawson upset perennial Trick champ Mindy 
Bates in Women 2, her 2470 point run edging Bates by 
200 points.  Dawson, trailing Michelle Bucher, was 2

nd
 in 

Slalom, ahead of Carla Stornetta who grabbed another 
3

rd
 in Trick.  Sue Goldman finished 2

nd
 in Women 4 Sla-

lom. 
 
Britney Sokol swept Women 1 Overall with a first in Sla-
lom and seconds in Trick and Jump.  Molly Harrison 
maintained her grip on the Trick title with a 2560 point 
pair of passes, and Kaite Modisett went 42' for the win 
in Jump along with a third in Trick. 
 
In Women 5 DeeDee Tucker swept the board, skiing 
around 1 buoy at 28' off, scoring 2090 points in Trick, 
and landing a 45' Jump for three-event Overall.  Cheryl 

Schmitt‘s Slalom set hampered her Overall chances 
though her 40' Jump was respectable.  Patty Patterson 
was 2

nd
 in Trick with Cheryl well off the pace. 

 
Veni, Vidi, Vinci. Cam Wischmeyer came, saw, and con-
quered the Boys 1 Slalom course with an impressive 4.5 
buoys score at 28 MPH.  In Boys 2 Slalom Zach Willig 
and Cale Bouwkamp finished second and fourth, re-
spectively, while Nicholas Shedd and Blake Miller 
waged a friendly battle for Overall.  Shedd jumped into a 
big lead after Slalom, scoring 5 buoys at 22' off.  Miller‘s 
Trick run of 400 points was still 260 off Shedd‘s pace, 
but Jump was where Blake hoped to make up some 
ground.  Alas, Miller‘s 2 foot Jump margin of victory over 
Nicholas‘ 26' leap wasn‘t enough to close the 538 Over-
all point spread. 
 
The Men 1 slugfest, a/k/a Slalom, featured a couple of 
young Hoosier legends, specialist Nate Smith and three
-eventer Cale Burdick, along with a pretty good support-
ing cast.  Scott Schmitt placed 4

th
 in Slalom, 3

rd
 in Trick 

(4020 pts), and 1
st
 in very windy Jump conditions (115') 

on his way to nailing down the Overall championship.  
Noah Vieke continued his march toward elite status, 
scoring 3 at 35' off for 3

rd
 place.  Matt Irmscher rounded 

1.5 buoys at 32' off for 5
th
 and Bryan Beerman got to #3 

at 22' off before going for a swim.  Burdick waltzed right 
through the warm-up part of his Slalom set, making his 
35' off set look easy.  Smith did no less.  At 38' off, with 
directionally undecided winds whipping the course, Cale 
rounded two buoys before succumbing to the physics of 
the sport.  Smith had a decent gate, rounding #1, then 
#2, and after getting around #3 knew he had the title 
and skied back to the wake where the fist pumping be-
gan.  Men 1 Jumping concluded the group‘s outing as 
Mark Busch went 61' for 3

rd
 and Matt McCain 72' for 2

nd
. 

 
Paul Miller was the lone Men 3 skier to make a run at 
Overall, and other than a rather pedestrian Trick run he 
carried the effort off well.  While Scott Tynan and Chris 
Clark, the Slalom runner-up at 4.5 buoys at the 38' off 
length, usually sit at the top of the division, Miller isn‘t 
too far behind, regularly in short, short line and scoring1 
@ 38'off for 4

th
.  Brian Dawson ran 2 at 38' off for 3

rd
.  

Miller‘s 83' Jump for a guy who doesn‘t do a lot of ramp 
work is respectable.  Nursing some injuries, Shane 
Bucher limited his Men 3 skiing to Trick, where he won 
handily.  Tony Lambert was 5

th
 in Slalom. 

 
Tom Danford‘s audit of his Men 4 Overall competition 
revealed two skiers who could put him in a hole if any of 
his three events didn‘t add up.  Tricks are where Dan-
ford enjoyed big credits, scoring 4360 points, well over 
Barry Felton‘s 2200 second place effort and William 
Smith‘s 1330 points.  Jim Beck, another skier on the 
mend, finished 4

th
 in Trick and skipped the Overall 

chase.  Kevin Smith handled the Slalom crowd... except 
for pesky Rick Shedd who forced a couple of runoff runs 
before the mist cleared the air and a winner was deter-
mined between the 2@38' off skiers.  Danford had his 



1@38' off effort cancelled by lake-mate Chuck Walker, 
and in the run-off for third place Walker prevailed.  Still, 
Tom deposited more NOPS points than did Felton and 
Smith, both well off the Slalom pace in 9th and 10

th
.  

Brad Beerman rounded 3.5 at 35' off for 5
th
, with Brian 

Detty leading the trio of 32' off skiers including Rob 
Driver and Paul Goldman.  Randy Strebig had trouble 
with wind, failing to complete one of his early Slalom 
passes.  Felton and Smith went into Jump needing to go 
somewhere near 250' to overcome Danford‘s command-
ing Overall lead.  Both men instead went for the mid 
70's and Danford needed to just make a pass to seal 
Overall.  Detty won Jump with a gutsy 111' in windy 
conditions, besting Strebig‘s 90 footer.  Felton was 2

nd
 

Overall and William Smith 3rd. 
 
In a break from the norm there were two Trick 
skiers in Men 5 and no Jump skiers.  Wait a 
minute!  That is the norm.  Paul Manning 
cleaned up the Trick event with 2490 points, 
with veteran Steve Plummer not far behind 
with 2350.  Preceding Kim Contos onto the 
starting dock in Men 5 Slalom both John 
Gradle and John Kniesly had visions of excep-
tional performances which would knock the 
king off his throne.  They should know better.  
Scores of 2 and 1.5 buoys at 35' off are at the 
line length where King Kim is still warming up.  
Contos christened the first 39.5 off loop in this 
division, rounding 2 buoys. 
Mike Patterson and Plummer finished the Sla-
lom scoring with sets that were below par for 
them. 
 
Men 6  Trick teetered on skiers‘ ability to stay 
up through two runs.  Don Bucher went down 
early (730 pts), and so did Randy Sharkey 
(1200 pts), but Larry Smith stood up for 1730 
points, giving him a good launch toward Over-
all against Bucher.  Gary Hall took the Slalom 
title, but Don made up some serious Overall 
ground on Smith by getting 1.5 at 28' off while 
Larry was struggling at his first 34 MPH pass.  
Dave Jarrett also had trouble with the Cindon-
way set up, dropping out during his opening 
pass.  Another Men 6 Overall trophy went 
home with Smith after Bucher failed to land a 
scoring Jump and Larry cranked a 39 footer. 
 
In a tribute to modern medical science there 
were five Men 7 competitors, one of whom 
competed in Jump, proving to be a bigger thrill 
seeker than most of the Men‘s field.  Glenn 
Reid‘s only bump on the road to the Overall 
title came in Trick where Howard Little‘s 1300 
points trumped his own 700 point run.  Glenn 
took Slalom with 3 buoys at 32 MPH and Jump 
with a leap which outdid his younger friend, 
Smith, by .4 meter!  Les Bender was second in 
Slalom, and Jack Montgomery third.  Mont-

gomery‘s attendance at this year‘s meet was in question 
during the early weeks of summer.  In the past year he‘d  
had a few hurdles thrown in his path.  The spirit of youth 
is alive and well in this Men 7 division, and in Jack 
Montgomery in particular. 
 
Timberlake, in the toe of the state, will host the 2010 
State Meet.  If history is any indicator this meet should 
produce some personal records and a handful of Indi-
ana State Tournament records.  And a whole lot of great 
memories, too! 

Indiana State Records

 
 
 

  SLALOM TRICKS JUMP    OVERALL 
GIRLS 1 Amanda Burney 

1 @28off 1996 
Kirby Schmitt 
1150  2001 

  Kirby Schmitt 
1705.9  2001 

GIRLS 2 Amanda Burney 
4 @ 28 off 1998 

Molly Harrison 
3210  2000 

Jane Tully 
74  1979 

Kris  Golden 
2012.8  1975 

GIRLS 3 Amanda Griffith 
5 @32 off  2004 

Kris Golden 
3580 1978 

Kris Golden 
102  1979 

Amanda Burney 
2562.3  2003 

WOMEN 1 Marla Schofield 
1 ½ @ 35 off  1996 

Kris Golden 
5680  1981 

Joy Kelley 
115  1983 

Joy Kelley 
2817  1984 

WOMEN 2 Marla Schofield 
2 @ 35 off  1998 

Jill Smith 
3900  2005 

Rhonda Schmitt 
109  1996 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3346.4  1998 

WOMEN 3 Philippa Shedd 
2½ @ 38 off  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
3650  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
98  2000 

Rhonda Schmitt 
2450.3  2000 

WOMEN 4 Philippa Shedd 
2½ @ 38 off  2006 

Prissy Edwards 
3380  2000 

Prissy Edwards 
80  1999 

Prissy Edwards 
2975.2  2000 

WOMEN 5 Prissy Edwards 
2.5@28 off  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3290  2005 

Prissy Edwards 
80  2007 

Prissy Edwards 
3359.4  2005 

WOMEN 6   Prissy Edwards 
3@22 off  2009 

Prissy Edwards 
1340  2009 

Prissy Edwards 
62  2009 

Prissy Edwards 
2170.2   2009 

BOYS 1 Nate Smith  2000 
Sam Jackson  2004 
3 @32 off  2000 

Andrew Schmitt 
1290  2003 

  Andrew Schmitt 
1791.5  2003 

BOYS 2 Sam Jackson 
1 @38 off  2008 

Andrew Schmitt 
3010  2007 

Briant Detty 
110  2008 

Briant Detty 
3181.1  2008 

BOYS 3 Cale Burdick 
½ @39 ½ off  02, 03 

Jared Sharkey 
5260 2007 

Cale Burdick 
144  2003 

Cale Burdick 
3028.2  2003 

MEN 1 Casey Contos 
2@39.5 off  2005 

Jared Sharkey 
6130  2009 

Tom Truesdale 
173  1997 

Cale Burdick 
2845.3  2004 

MEN 2 Brian Dawson  00, 
 01,03, 04, 06 
Chris Clark 2000 
2@38 off 

Tom Danford 
4840  1987 

Tom Truesdale 
169  1998 

John Huntzinger 
2215.4  1997 

MEN 3 Scott Tynan  2009 
1 1/2 @ 41 off 

Tom Danford 
4460  1995 

Brian Detty 
149  2001 

Tom Danford 
2614  1994 

MEN 4 Kim Contos 
2 @ 39 off 2005 

Tom Danford 
4450  2006 

Jim Beck 
125  2004 

Tom Danford 
2694.2  2006 

MEN 5 Kim Contos 
2 @ 39 off 2009 

Steve Plummer 
Paul Manning 
2770   2007 

John Kniesly 
94  2008 

Randy Sharkey 
2550.9  2001 

MEN 6 Gary Hall 
1 ½  @ 35 off  2008 

Howard Little 
2300  2005 

Jack Montgomery 
53  2005 

Gene Lamberson 
1112.3  2001 

MEN 7 Glen Reid 
3 @ 32 mph  2009 

Howard Little 
1600   2009 

 Glen Reid 
40   2009 

Glen Reid 
757.4   2009 
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2009 INDIANA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT FINAL RESULTS  
   SLALOM TRICKS JUMP OVERALL 
GIRLS 1 1) Elizabeth Tynan    

GIRLS 2 1) Camille Clark    

 2) Lauren Goldman    

 3) Rachel Casetti    

GIRLS 3 1) Jenna Gelbert Kirby Schmitt Kirby Schmitt Kirby Schmitt 

  2) Sarah Rozow       

  3) Kirby Schmitt       

WOMEN 1 1) Britney Sokol Molly Harrison Katie Modisett Britney Sokol 

  2)   Britney Sokol Britney Sokol   

  3)   Katie Modisett     

WOMEN 2 1) Michelle Bucher Sherry Dawson Michelle Bucher Michelle Bucher 

  2) Sherry Dawson Mindy Bates     

  3) Carla Stornetta Carla Stornetta     

WOMEN 4 1) Philippa Shed       

  2) Sue Goldman       

WOMEN 5 1) Diane Tucker Diane Tucker Diane Tucker Diane Tucker 

  2) Cheryl Schmitt Patricia Patterson Cheryl Schmitt Cheryl Schmitt 

  3)   Cheryl Schmitt     

WOMEN 6 1) Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards Prissy Edwards 

BOYS 1 1) Cameron Wischmeyer       

BOYS 2 1) Nicholas Schedd Nicholas Schedd Blake Miller Nicholas Schedd 

  2) Zach Willig Blake Miller Nicholas Schedd Blake Miller 

  3) Blake Miller       

BOYS 3 1) Samuel Jackson Briant Detty Chase McCain Briant Detty 

  2) Briant Detty Chase McCain Briant Detty   

  3) Lake Clark Clay Schmitt Clay Schmitt Clay Schmitt 

MEN 1 1) Nate Smith Jared Sharkey Scott Schmitt Scott Schmitt 

  2) Cale Burdick Cale Burdick Matt McCain Cale Burdick 

  3) Noel Vieke Scott Schmitt Mark Busch   

MEN 2 1) Charles Hutton Brian Zimmer Aaron Weeks Aaron Weeks 

  2) Neal Clark Aaron Weeks Andrew Hipskind Brian Zimmer 

  3) Aaron Weeks Mark Zimmer Brian Zimmer Thomas Pollack 

MEN 3 1) Scott Tynan Shane Bucher Paul Miller Paul Miller 

  2) Chris Clark Paul Miller     

  3) Brian Dawson       

MEN 4 1) Kevin Smith Thomas Danford Brian Detty Thomas Danford 

  2) Rick Shedd Barry Felton Randy Strebig Barry Felton 

  3) Chuck Walker William Smith William Smith William Smith 

MEN 5 1) Kim Contos Paul Manning     

  2) John Gradle Steve Plummer     

  3) John Kniesly       

MEN 6 1) Gary Hall Larry Smith Larry Smith Larry Smith 

  2) Don Bucher Randy Sharkey Don Bucher Don Bucher 

  3) Larry Smith Don Bucher     

MEN 7 1) Glen Reid Howard Little Glen Reid Glen Reid 

  2) Lester Bender Glen Reid     

    Jack Montgomery Gene Lamberson     

Disabled 1) Daniel Reed Daniel Reed Daniel Reed Daniel Reed 

Novice Girls/Womens 1) Saige Driver  Laura Emaus  Laura Emaus   

Novice M1 &M2  1) Ora Freeman Mark Wyrick Mark Wyrick  

2) Aaron Crane Ora Freeman Roth Driver  

3) Daniel Stone Roth Driver    

Novice M3 &M4  1) Drew Mason Daniel Reed Tom Eggers Daniel Reed 
 2) John Nile Dave Jarrett Daniel Reed   
 3) Patrick Filler   Joe Willig   

Expert Slalom M1 
& M2  

1) Matt Beck  Expert Slalom 1) 

M3, M4, M5  2) 
 3) 

Joe Willig 

2) Roth Driver  Brian McClintock 

3) Bill Roach  Steve Alwine 

NSL Slalom Women 1 Womens 2 Men 1 Men 3  Men 4 

  1) Laura Emaus Kristine Paton Mark Wyrick Chuck Chastain Tim Bair 
  2) Katie Modisett Womens 3   Steve Robinson Jerry Hodges 
  3) Lindsay Sokol Jennifer Lambert       



Sponsored by The Shelbourne Knee Center 
The 2009 IWSA Awards Dinner was held November 
7th, at the Primo West Banquet Facility in Plainfield just 
west of Indianapolis.  The event was attended by 98 
members of  IWSA and awards were presented to the 
following skiers. 
 

Hall of Fame Inductee 
         Don Bucher - Don Bucher First started water ski-
ing at the age of 8. He first skied in show tournaments 
with the Dewart Lake skiers at the age of 10. He en-
tered his first Indiana State Tournament in jump compe-
tition in 1964, and from there, Don went on to file quite a 
list of accomplishments through his water skiing career. 
Qualified for his first nationals in 2001 and was Midwest 
regions Men's 6 
Slalom Champion 
in 2008. Don Cur-
rently holds a 
Senior Judges 
rating, Senior 
Driver, Senior 
Scorer, State 
Safety Director, 
Announcer, and 
Level 3 Instructor. 
 
Don's resume 
reads something 
like this,  

 Co- Tournament Director with John and Barb Miller 
for the first two Indiana State Show Tournaments 
held at Dewart Lake in 1971 and 72' and the State 
Tournament held at Pike Lake in Warsaw IN. in 
1973. 

 Started Water Ski Inc. Ski Team with Jerry Hickman 
at Hidden Lake in Warsaw IN in 1974 

 Co- Tournament Director with Jerry Hickman for the 
Hoosier Classic Pro Water Ski Tournaments in 1975 
thru 1978 

 Started building the first man made ski lake in Indi-
ana in 1978 ( Cindonway Shores) 

 Don and Peggy and the WSI ski team have hosted 
over 100 sanctioned events at Cindonway Shores 
since 1983 

 Received the coveted Rollie Williams Award in 1986 

 Midwest Regionals: 2 times Chief Judge, 2 times 
Chief Driver, 2 times Chief Announcer, Appointed 
Judge and driver, many times- almost yearly. 

 AWSA Nationals: Appointed Driver 1990 & 2000. 
Appointed Judge 1999, 2002, 2007, 2008, 2009, 
Assigned Judge 1995, 1996, 1998, 2001, 2004, Ap-
pointed Scorer 2006 and Assistant Chief Judge 
2005. 

 Indiana State Ski Club President ( one year in the 
early 70's) 

 Indiana Council Person to the Midwest Region - late 
80's through 1998 

 Midwest Region Executive Vice President 1999 thru 
2006 

 American Water Ski Board of Directors - 1997 thru 
2009 

 AWSA Vice President 2001 thru 2007 

 USA Water Ski Board of Directors - Midwest direc-
tor 1999 thru 2009 

 Chairman of USA Water ski Board of Directors 

2008, 2009 

Sponsors Awards 
IWSA can never thank their sponsors enough. They are 
very dedicated to the sport and without their help IWSA 
certainly wouldn't be as successful as they are today. 
Accepting awards were Steve Plummer - Bart's Water 
Sports,  - Morse Lake Inboards, Mike Gross - PineCrest 
Marine.  Other sponsors recognized were N3 Boat-
works,  Correct Craft, Aqua Marine of Anderson, The 
Shelbourne Knee Center, MD Boats, Skiers Edge, Free-
lance Imaging. 
Most Improved Jr. Skier of The Year 
        Blake Miller - Blake improved his slalom scores 
from 41 buoys (5 @ 26 mph) last year to 56.5 buoys 
(2.5 @32 mph) this season, a 15.5 buoy improvement, 
took his trick skiing from 100 points to 400 points and 
started jumping this season with a jump of 28 feet at the 
state tournament for 1st place and entered his first re-
gional tournament with the enthusiasm of a solid com-
petitive 3 event skier. 
Most Improved Female Skier of the Year 
        Jenna Gilbert - Jenna has been making waves 
raising her scores consistently every season. But this 
year when making a 28 off and a few at 32 was an ex-
ceptional day, Jenna made her first national appearance 
at West Palm Beach. After just missing the podium at 
the Mid West Regionals with a 6th place finish Jenna 
skied her first nationals and finishing with 1 buoy at 35 
off for a 5th place Award. 
Most Improved  Male Skier of the Year 
        Neil Clark -Neil, a very enthusiastic young man, 
has appeared just about all over the state skiing tourna-
ments this season. He has skied the Grassroots level 
for the past 2-3 seasons, and this year has joined the 
Silent Shores Ski Club. Neil has skied out of novice this 
year and by the end of the season has been running 28 
off at 36 after struggling with 15 off at 34 for the past 
few seasons. 
Volunteer of the Year 
        Geoff Harris - Geoff assumed the Presidency of 
the Indy Skiers for the 2009 season and has led them 
through many challenges of skiing on public waterways. 
He Led them through the licensing challenges of the 
Indianapolis Parks Department, Headed the organiza-
tion and completed all the necessary paper work of their 
Thursday Night Ski League, and 2 Community Learn to 
Ski Days. and progressed his skiing to his first 30 MPH 
pass on 9-12-09 
Family Skiers of the Year 
        Dan and Reeda Stone - The Stones have began 
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attending Monday Night Ski Leagues at Fairland regu-
larly, then entered their first Grassroots Tournaments in 
09. They became Members of the Indy Skiers and it 
wasn't long before they were loaning their boat for a few 
events, Bringing the grill from home and flipping burgers 
on a Saturday Afternoon Dan has graduated from 30 
MPH sets to 36 MPH sets in one summer and his wife 
Reeda is not far behind. They attended their first state 
championship tournament at the Grassroots level. 
  
Ski Club of the Year 
        WSI - WSI of Cindonway Shores upped the bar for 
state tournaments. Besides running their weekly Grass-
roots slalom events and battling high water through the 
whole season up to the state tournament. They pumped 
6 inches of water out of the lake to make the ski condi-
tions more favorable to a record number of skiers that 
we haven't seen at a state tournament in some time. 
After a full day of skiing they finished with a beautiful 
banquet at the Lake Tippecanoe Country Club with a 
beautiful view of Lake Tippecanoe. 
  
Trick Skier of the Year 
        Jarred Sharkey - Jarred has excelled in tricks over 
the years and just keeps upping the bar. Jarred holds 
the Men's 1 state trick record of 6130 points, holds the 
regional trick record of 6520 points and finished 4th in 
the US National Tournament in West Palm Beach. 
Jarred was invited and went on to ski the Jr. US Open in 
Santa Fe, Texas and finished 3rd in Jr. Men's tricks. 
  
Big Rigger of the Year 
        Dan Reed - Every jumper in the state knows the 
status of a Big Rigger. After Dan Reed set another re-
cord at the state in his jump event and found out he was 
invited to join the US team in France. Dan went to work 
to try to better his jump performance for the team. Dan 
worked diligently on his jumping. He went from jumping 
a time or two a week to almost daily. He cranked the 
boat speed to the max, made numerous adjustments to 
his cage and ski, had many coaches trying to figure how 
to achieve a little more distance, only to intensify the 
crashes he took to get there, crash after crash after 
crash. 
  
Official of the Year 
        Tom Danford - Tom was this years recipient of the 
coveted Mary Jo Powers award at the Mid West Re-
gional Tournament. This award is awarded annually at 
the Mid West Regionals and is presented to someone 
who through unselfish hard work and dedication, volun-
teers above the call of duty to the successful completion 
of the tournament. This award is past along every year 
to the workers of the Regionals and is voted on by all 
the appointed officials at the tournament. Tom fits that 
description no mater where he's officiating, whether it's 
a local fun tournament or the Jr. World Tournament in 
Mexico which is where he just returned from just before 
this banquet. tom served as Technical Controller at the 
tournament and not only done his share of keeping the 
weekend running smoothly but also managed to ski a 

1st place in tricks a 5th place in jump and adding a 1st 
place in Overall in Men's 4 at the tournament. 
  
Outstanding Achievement of the Year 
        Dan Reed - When Dan learned of his invitation to 
attend the 2009 Disabled Water Ski World Champion-
ships in France he was bound not to let anything stand 
in his way. After battling other issues let alone the battle 
scars of his excelled training, not only did he get to go to 
France with the team but Dan's scores helped bring a 
gold medal to the US team. 
  
Jr Female Skier of the Year 
       Elizabeth Tynan - Elizabeth's skiing is accelerating 
right along and has improved greatly over the past year. 
She took 1st place at the state tournament, 1st place at 
Mid West Regionals and took 6th at Nationals this year. 
Liz, not only a determined skier but a class act, thanking 
her drivers, her judges and thanking local organizing 
clubs for hosting events. 
  
Jr. Male Skier of the Year 
        Nicholas Shedd - Nicholas not only skied quite a 
few tournaments this season all over the state, but for 
his first year in Boys 2 he placed 1st at state in slalom 
and tricks. But instead of going to regionals, Nicholas 
and the family traveled to the British Youth Champion-
ships in Tallington Lakes in Lincolnshire where he won 
the slalom, tricks and overall in the Under 12 division. 
Nicholas becomes a 3rd generation British Champion 
next to his mother Philippa (Roberts) Shedd and her 
mother Raine Roberts who won slalom a few times and 
still holds British records in the slalom event. 
  
Female Skier of the Year 
        Dee Dee Tucker - Dee Dee has had a good ski year and 

stays very involved in the sport. She always helps out at 

events and encourages the younger skiers with advice as well 

as making a newcomer feel warm and welcome. Dee Dee 

swept the state tournament and went to regionals and finished 

2nd in slalom and 1st in tricks, jump and overall. 

  

Male Skier of the Year 
        Nate Smith - Nate's skiing has been at it's finest but has 

been awaiting to put it all together at a big tournament. This 

year he took first at state,  then he and team mate Cale Bur-

dick tied for 1st at the Regionals. Both came off the dock and 

ran 38 off, off the dock but Nate went on and skied 4 buoys at 

39 for the win by one buoy. But then at nationals Nate ran his 

39 off pass and added 1 at 41, a personal best and winning 

over the rest of the field by 10 and a half buoys. Nate then 

was invited to the Under 21 worlds in Chapala, Mex-

ico  where he finished 10th. 

  

Skier of the Year 
        Prissy Edwards - What can we say, Prissy keeps doing 

what she does best, breaking records and winning tourna-

ments. After sweeping the state tournament she went on to 

Regionals and Nationals where she finished 2nd in slalom, 1st 

in tricks, 1st in jump and 1st overall at both tournaments.  



The vanity license plate on the front of Sam Schmitt‘s 
pick-up truck reads ―Ski Boy‖, a self-titled reference to 
Sam‘s status as coach, driver, and chief supporter of 
the skiers in his family, Clay and Cheryl. 
 
However, Sam‘s connection to the world of waterskiing 
began when he was a baby when his father; Jim 
Schmitt, bought a boat with a friend and started boating 
and skiing on the Ohio River in Evansville.  Sam‘s earli-
est memories are of camping at the river camp on 
weekends and spending family vacations boating and 
skiing at Moor‘s Resort on Kentucky Lake. 
 
Sam and his family were members of the Evansville 
Water Ski Club, the ―Ski-Ters‖.  In those early years, 
Sam‘s parents, Jim and Lou, were show skiers and Sam 
and his siblings joined in the fun when they learned to 
ski, traveling to various venues performing ski shows.   
 
In the late 1960‘s, Sam, along with his cousins Mark 
and Mike Schmitt, began competition waterskiing, prac-
ticing on the Ohio River behind their 1962 Crown Line 
fitted with a 80 horsepower Mercury.  Sam participated 
in all three events, slalom, trick, and jump, but because 
they did not have a slalom course on the river, did not 
ski a course until he got to tournaments. 
 
Sam‘s first jump skis were Cypress Garden Rampmas-
ters, which he shared with his sister Patti.  Those who 
remember the Rampmasters might recall the replace-
ment program.  If you broke one of these wooden skis, 
you sawed them in half, shipped them back to the com-

pany and they shipped you new skis.  Sam recalls that 
one year in preparation for the state tournament they 
were breaking a pair of skis every day, shipping them to 
the company when they got home, knowing the mail 
man would deliver a new pair the next day.   
 
In later years, Sam competed in all three events, but at 
heart he was always a jumper.  He recalls the year he 
almost made it to the Nationals, a tournament that 
eluded him throughout his competitive years.  He 
needed to jump 136 for a qualifying EP, so he entered a 
tournament in the Southern Regionals, planning to get 
the required EP, and then jump on a friend‘s private 
plane for the flight to Minnesota to ski the Midwest Re-
gionals, as required.  He did not make that qualifying 
jump on Saturday; his best jump of 143 came on Sun-
day, too late to make it to Regionals.  He says now he 
didn‘t realize at the time that had he gone on to the Re-
gionals, as good as he was jumping he might have 
placed and qualified for the Nationals.   
 
Sam served as a forerunner for a pro ski tournament at 
Cypress Lakes in Calvert City, KY, skiing before the pro 
skiers to equalize the conditions for the pro skiers, and 
out jumping some of the pros in the process.  One of his 
last tournaments was at Hawthorn Lake in 2001, where 
the International Police and Fire Games were held.   
 
Sam‘s love of waterskiing led to his being one of the 
founding members of Timberlake, In Posey Co., Indi-
ana.  In those days, building a water ski lake was not 

(Continued on page 14) 

Sam ―Ski-Boy‖ Schmitt - 2009 Rollie Williams Award Recipient  



quite as common as it is today.  Beginning with the first 
tournament in 1984, Timberlake has become one of the 
premier waterskiing sites in Indiana. 
 
Once Sam gave up competition skiing, he did not desert 
the sport he loves.   He continues to coach Cheryl and 
Clay and is a Senior Judge in slalom, jump, and trick, 
having served as an appointed judge in numerous Mid-
west Regionals, and several times as an assigned 
judge for the AWSA Nationals. 
 
Sam got his first Mastercraft ski boat in 1973 and in 
1979 became a member of the Masterscraft Promo-
tional Team.  He continues to support competition water 
skiing by pulling a variety of tournaments every sum-
mer, in addition to supporting collegiate skiing, evi-
denced by his appointment at Midwest Collegiate Re-
gionals and U.S. Collegiate Nationals. 
 
Sam sums up his commitment to competition water ski-
ing in this way; fun and lifelong friendships.   

(Continued from page 13) 

Columbus eyes developing ski 
lakes near downtown as sports 
draw  
By Kirk Johannesen, The Republic 

johannesen@therepublic.com 

    Columbus could become a preferred location for wa-
ter skiers if it builds three water ski lakes near down-
town, according to the governing body for U.S. water 
skiing.  
    The water ski lakes are part of a downtown redevel-
opment plan, which also calls for the construction of 
indoor and outdoor sports complexes.  
    "Columbus would become a water skier's destination 
if it were to move forward with this project," said Scott 
Atkinson, director of communications for USA Water 
Ski.  
    The Irwin-Sweeney-Miller Foundation owns the farm-
land where the lakes would be created, west of down-
town past the bridge and railroad tracks, and north of 
Indiana 46. 
     ISMF has granted permission for 600,000 cubic 
yards of dirt to be removed from the property to build 
four baseball fields that are part of the outdoor sports 
complex.  
    The ski lakes project probably won't start until fall at 
the earliest, said Ed Curtin, executive director for Co-
lumbus Redevelopment Commission. 
    The intent is for the lakes to be used for all types of 
water sports, such as slalom, tricks, jumps, wakeboard-
ing and swimming.  
Strong support  
    The site for the water ski lakes originally was consid-
ered for the outdoor sports complex. Because land is in 

a floodway, erecting fences for ball fields would have 
created obstructions, which is not permitted.  
    When an alternate site for the outdoor complex was 
located, project officials knew that removing dirt from 
the farmland would create lakes. Inquiries were made 
to see if support existed for creating water ski lakes.  
    The ski lakes project has garnered local, regional 
and national interest, Curtin said.  
    Competitive ski teams from Indiana, Purdue and Ball 
State universities, which do not have water ski facilities 
of their own, have contacted the city. Purdue and IU 
have indicated a high level of interest in having their 
competitions in Columbus once the water ski lakes are 
complete, Curtin said.  
    Competitive ski teams from Indiana, Purdue and Ball 
State universities, which do not have water ski facilities 
of their own, have contacted the city. Purdue and IU 
have indicated a high level of interest in having their 
competitions in Columbus once the water ski lakes are 
complete, Curtin said.  
     Iron Girl, an organization whose mission is to em-
power women to healthier lifestyles, supports the plan 
because it could hold triathlons in Columbus, he said.  
    USA Water Ski's former executive director sent the 
city a letter supporting the three ski lakes, Curtin said.  
    About a dozen three-lake water ski sites exist in the 
United States, but few are in locations similar to what's 
planned for Columbus - near restaurants, hotels, park-
ing garages and the interstate, Atkinson said. With a 
few exceptions, most three-lake water ski sites are lo-
cated in private developments.  
    Three-lake water ski sites have the potential to host 
many tournaments or events, including national and 
world championships, Atkinson said. 
    The U.S. Water Ski National Championships is typi-
cally almost a weeklong tournament with nearly 1,000 
participants annually, Atkinson said. The Collegiate 
Nationals draws more than 20 teams from around the 
country each year. 
    "Having a three-lake water ski site near downtown in 
itself would make Columbus one of the best water ski 
areas in the country," Atkinson said.  
    "When you factor in that the site would be in a prime 
location near restaurants, hotels, parking garages and 
an interstate, it would be a win-win for Columbus as 
well as the water skiers. It would bring a lot of attention 
to Columbus as a water ski destination."  

    USA Water Ski would assist and work with local or-

ganizing committees and tournament hosts any 

way possible, Atkinson added.  
    Cummins Foundation also is lending support, agree-
ing to loan Columbus Redevelopment Commission 
money to move the dirt from the ski lakes site to the 
outdoor complex site. The amount is undetermined 
now, Curtin said.  
Moving ahead  
    The next step in the project is to get a master plan 

(Continued on page 20) 
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The families of Timberlake are excited to host the 61st 
Indiana State Waterski Tournament!  We are looking 
forward to seeing old friends and meeting new ones.    
Our goal at Timberlake has always been to conduct our 
tournaments as efficiently as possible giving our guests 
their best skiing experience.  Many State records have 
been broken at our site.  We look forward to seeing oth-
ers fall this year.   
 
Timberlake is one of the best ski sites for watching great 
skiing!  There are plenty of grassy areas to place your 
lawn chair or blanket.  Speakers are set up along the 
north side of the lake to keep you informed as the tour-
nament progresses.   Concessions will be on site during 
the tournament to quench your thirst and satisfy hunger 
both days.    Experience Southern Hospitality at its best! 
 
Once again we will be using the Fairfield Inn Evansville-
West as the tournament hotel.  We were able to block 
rooms for $74 per night which includes a complimentary 
breakfast.  They also offer free high speed wireless 
internet, an indoor pool, and exercise room.  Saturday 
night‘s banquet will be held at this hotel.   
 
Timberlake also offers primitive camping.    
 
We‘ve been promised St. Philips‘ Peaches at tourna-
ment time, as long as Mother Nature cooperates and 
remembers that spring temperatures need to stay above 
freezing.   
 
We look forward to see you in July!   
 
For additional information or changes check: 
www.indianawaterski.org 
 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: - 7/25/2009 to 7/26/2009 
Saturday - 7:00 am 
Slalom  - NSL W & M, DIS W & M, NW & NM, G1-3, 
B1-3, EW, EM34, EM36, W1-11 
Tricks: M1-10 
Jump -  NW, NM, DIS W & M, G1-3, B1-3; W1-11 
 
Sunday – 8:00 am 
Slalom  - M1-10 
Tricks - NW, NM, DIS W & M, G1-3, B1-3; W1-11 
Jump – M1-7; 
 
1 Round 3 Event class NIC 
 

Send Entries to: Jean Schmitt 
 8001 Timberlake Dr 

 Mr Vernon, IN  47620 
 812-985-5904 
 schmittmj@att.net  

Comments: Pre-registration required.  Send copy of 
membership card and entry form with check.  Banquet 
Saturday Night — let us know if you plan to attend.   
 

Entry - 1 event $40, 2 events $50, 3 events $55 
Deadline – 7/18/07, Late Entry Fee - $10 
Location: Timberlake - Mt.Vernon IN. - Hwy 62 west 
from Evansville 8 mi to Ford Rd., follow signs to lake  
Accommodations : Fairfield Inn., Evansville, IN. 
812-429-0900 
Practice -  Friday – time permitting 
 
Tournament Dir:  Mark Schmitt 
Chief Judge:  Sam Schmitt 
Chief Scorer:  Teresa Branson 
Chief Driver:  Dan Custer 
Safety Director:  Jean Schmitt 

Timberlake to host 2010 Bart’s Water Sports Indi-
ana State Water Ski Championship 

2010 TRICK SKI CLINIC 
 

SPONSORED BY: 
PINE CREST/MASTERCRAFT 

AND IWSA –www.Indianawaterski.org 

June 13, 2010, 8am to 5pm 

Lake Purdue, Lafayette, Indiana 
Trick clinic is welcoming all levels of trick skiers, from 

beginners to advanced.  All ages welcome. 

Cost: $30 and lunch is provided 

USA Waterski membership required (One day mem-

bership for $10 available on site).  Advanced regis-

tration required, must register by June 5, 2010 
 

Featured Instructor: 

Greg Wilson 
11 time National Trick Champion 

6 time National Trick Record Holder 

Holds longest male National Record in AWSA  
 

Limited space available – 12 participant max 

Interested skiers and volunteers contact: 

 Brian Zimmer 317-402-2248 

2412 E Northgate St 

Indianapolis IN 46220 

brianszimmer@yahoo.com 
 

Directions: 

I-65 to exit 175, take IN-25 S towards Lafayette, right at Saga-

more Pkwy N (US-52), 0.2 miles exit right, lake is on right 

http://www.indianawaterski.org
mailto:brianszimmer@yahoo.com


Wilmington, IL - It‘s no surprise that the usual suspects 
from Indiana reek havoc at the Midwest Regional Water 
Ski Championships held at Water‘s Edge, a man made 
oasis tucked away in the fields west of Chicago.  In 
2009, though, a pair of Hoosiers who have been flying 
below everyone‘s radar came of age under the pressure 
of competition. 
 
In his first Midwest Regional action Nicholas Casetti 
skied away with Boys 1 Slalom honors.  The nine year 
old from Granger had a score of 4 buoys at 24 MPH, 
giving him just a half buoy margin over second place 
Ohioan, Josh Cyphers.  Another half buoy back, with 3 
buoys at 24 MPH, was seven year old Cameron Wisch-
meyer, a Columbus area skier also experiencing his first 
Midwest Regional. 
 
Slalom prodigy Elizabeth Tynan, a veteran competitor at 
8 years of age, wasn‘t about to let Nick and Cam have 
all the fun.  When her turn came to take to the Girls 1 
Slalom course she was cool and collected , skiing at 
maximum speed (30 MPH) and rounding 4 buoys at 15' 
off the ski line for the win.  The nearest competition was 
nearly two full passes behind Liz. 
 
Another of Indiana‘s fine juniors, Blake Miller, landed a 
28 footer in Boys 2 Jump, and rounded 3 buoys at 30 
MPH in Slalom for 13

th
 and 15

th
 place finishes.  Let‘s 

say that if Blake should find a pair of trick skis while do-
ing spring cleaning at home next April he would do well 
to give ‗em a try. 
 
The top three Boys 3 Slalom skiers all got into 35' off.  
Fifteen  year old Mason Mechler of Ohio, chased to the 
podium by Samuel Jackson, eked out a one buoy win 
by rounding 3 buoys.  A single buoy behind Jackson 
was another Hoosier, Briant Detty.  In Overall action 
Clay Schmitt affixed a ―Kick Me‖ sign on his own back 
after going into the drink rounding the first buoy in his 36 
MPH pass.  Later that afternoon Detty, who trailed 
Mechler in Overall by just 63 NOPS points after Slalom, 
stubbed his toe badly in his first Trick pass, tallying a 
magnificent score of... 0.  Pass #2 went much better, 
scoring 1160 points, but the 462 NOPS points toward 
Overall Detty got from the Trick event hurt his chances 
as Mechler stood up on both passes and tallied 769 
NOPS points.  Schmitt had his problems in pass #2, 
further hampering his quest to stand on the Overall 
awards stand.  After a decent night‘s sleep Detty ap-
proached the Jump event aware he needed a massive 
jump to make up the 370 NOPS points by which he 
trailed Mechler.  In a remarkable comeback Schmitt 
went for 114 (4

th
 place), putting him eligible to place the 

5
th
 place Overall trophy on the mantle.  Mason‘s 100 

foot best left the door open for Detty, the top Jump 
seed.  While going 30' further than Mechler Jump 
champ Detty fell short of Overall gold by a mere 87 

NOPS points.  Lake Clark ran 3 buoys at 22' off to finish 
15

th
 in Slalom. 

 
Girls 2 Slalom featured two Indiana skiers - Camille 
Clark who finished 7

th
, and Rachel Casetti who was 11

th
.  

Jill Smith, not on the IWSA roster though a Hoosier ac-
cording to the last federal census, won Women 2 Trick, 
again, with a sweet 3770 point set.  Santa brought Jill a 
special gift in 2008, allowing Jill to ski the Slalom 
course.  Prominently setting atop Jill‘s Christmas gift list 
for 2009 should be an Advanced Slalom Ski video.  
(Commentary made here represents the opinion of the 
author, and does not represent the position of newslet-
ter editors, the IWSA, or its agents) 
 
Jenna Gilbert scored 1.5 buoys in Girls 3 Slalom, but 
needed twice that count to do better than 6

th
.  Megan 

Lambert rounded 2 at 22' off for 9
th
, and Sarah Rozow 

finished in 11
th
 with 4.5 at 34 MPH.  Molly Harrison 

needed another 320 Trick points to win, her 3740 point 
effort good for 2

nd
.  In a tough Women 1 Slalom field 

Abby Schmitt (.5 at 28' off) finished in 10
th
.  Opening 

pass jitters got the best of Gretchen Storm and she 
placed 21

st
.  Abby was 7

th
 (2250 pts) and Gretchen 17

th
 

in Trick.  Katie Modisett went 49' off the Jump ramp for 
14

th
 in a long list of entrants.  Storm, though unable to 

land a scoring jump, was honored by appreciative Men 
1 skiers with the ―What the heck, I‘m here - why not ski 
for Overall?‖ award. 
 
Turning the table on last year‘s winner, Marla Lott won 
Women 3 Slalom with a score of 2.5 at 32' off, edging 
Lisa Lamb by half a buoy. 
 
Oddly, there were no Women 4 entrants from the Hoo-
sier state in the 2009 Midwest Regional.  A rumor was 
circulating the lakes that in 2008 a seemingly harmless 
trip to an area casino by a pair of Indiana ladies turned 
into an interstate incident.  The story goes that Illinois 
Governor Rod Blogojevich and his Chief of Staff, John 
Harris, were at the casino, looking for a good time and 
some relief from the pressure of good governance.   
Seeing two hot looking Hoosier ladies at the roulette 
table the two officials approached and asked if the girls 
(whose names might be subliminally hidden in this re-
port) would like to accompany them to the ―gift shop‖ for 
some Little Debbie snack cakes.  The ladies were put 
off by the Governor‘s hair, styled in the fashion of North 
Korean dictator Kim Jong Il, and the bad breath of Har-
ris, and told the guys to buzz off.  Not used to being re-
buffed, given their stature in Illinois political circles, the 
two men persisted.  In what witnesses reported to be a 
well choreographed move reminiscent of the technique 
hot head NYU Philosophy, Bioethics, and Psychiatry 
professor William Ruddick uses in the occasional de-
partmental rhubarb, the ladies cried out ―hey, look at 
your shoes!‖ and when the men did so a right fist found 
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its mark in each man‘s orbital socket, leaving both 
Springfielders with a black eye.  IWSA president Kevin 
Smith refused to verify or deny the rumor. 
 
DeeDee Tucker, Cheryl Schmitt, and Prissy Edwards 
dominated scoring in the Women 5 and 6 divisions, with 
Prissy setting a new Women 6 Midwest Regional Tour-
nament Trick record of 2530 points.  DeeDee (W5) and 
Prissy (W6) missed a sweep of their division‘s competi-
tion, each of their charges interrupted by Slalom spe-
cialists who bettered DeeDee‘s 2 at 28' off set by 2.5 
buoys and Prissy‘s 2.5 at 22' off set by a mere half 
buoy.  Dang!!    Cheryl‘s opening Women 5 Slalom pass 
didn‘t go well, but she still missed a medal by only 1.5 
buoys.  Cheryl medaled in Trick, though her second 
pass got washed out by an early swim, while DeeDee 
(2140 points) and Prissy creamed their respective field.  
Cheryl‘s best Jump was 42 feet, good for 3

rd
.  DeeDee 

landed one Jump, but it was a winner - 62 feet.  Prissy 
soloed, but still pushed the envelope and landing a sin-
gle 51 foot Jump.  Cheryl was 3

rd
 in Women 5 Overall. 

 
Four of the top six places went to Indiana skiers in Men 
1 Slalom, featuring a knock down, drag out battle for the 
top spot between elite Slalom skier Nate Smith and elite 
Overall skier Cale Burdick.  Not overlooked, however, 
was a great Slalom outing by Matt Irmscher who ran 4 
at 35' off for 3

rd
 and Noah Vieke who got 2 at 35' off for 

6
th
.  Smith and Burdick each cleared 3 buoys at 39.5' 

off, sharing a new Midwest Regional Tournament Men 1 
Slalom record in the process.  The run-off determined 
Smith to be the event winner while Burdick picked up a 
368 point lead in Overall.  In one of the tightest Trick 
competitions in years Cale‘s Overall lead shrank when 
Tyler Lorenz put down a 5360 point run, but not by 
much as Cale‘s 3

rd
 place set totaled 5220 points.  Trick 

specialist Jared Sharkey split the two with 5260 points.  
In Jump Burdick bettered Lorenz‘s mark by 7 feet, sail-
ing 169' for 2

nd
 place in the event and sealing the Over-

all championship.  Matt McCain, gaining confidence in 
the event, was 14

th
 in this tough field which saw eleven 

jumpers exceed 100 feet. 
 
Brian Zimmer and Aaron Weeks jumped into the Men 2 
Overall fray by carding 10

th
 and 13

th
 place Slalom fin-

ishes, Zimmer getting .5 at 28' off and Aaron getting 5 at 
36 MPH.  Later that afternoon Weeks zoomed past 
Zimmer in the NOPS-fest by cranking a 152 foot Jump, 
good for 4

th
 place.  In Zimmer‘s defense, he doesn‘t get 

much practice on the ramp so his 70 foot effort is re-
spectable.  Andrew Hipskind was 11

th
 with 79 feet.  After 

a good night‘s rest Zimmer threw down a 2
nd

 place 3150 
point Trick run, with Weeks in 5

th
 at 1810 points.  Aaron 

finished on the podium in Overall, carrying home 5
th
 

place iron, while Zimmer placed 7
th
 in a great effort. 

 
Hoosier Men 3 skiers are pressed for time due to over-
committed lives, therefore they exclusively Slalom ski.  
Brian Dawson was the top 38' off skier at 4.25 buoys.  
Unfortunately there were two guys who got into 39.5' off.  

Life ain‘t fair.  Tony Lambert got 2.5 at 35' off for 12
th
, 

and Jim Ruthrauff ran 4 at 28' off for 19
th
. 

 
Tom Danford‘s Midwest Regional Tournament experi-
ence reached a high point with his umpteenth Overall 
win in Men 4, or did it?  While a 110 foot Jump good for 
5th is fine way to start the meet, and a 4 at 35' off Sla-
lom (8

th
) adds a bunch of points toward the NOPS grail, 

and a first place Trick run of 3730 points locked up the 
three-event trophy, it may be that the receiving the Mary 
Jo Powers Award, given by his fellow Regional officials 
to the top volunteer, was Tom‘s best moment. 
 
In Men 5 Slalom our boy Kim Contos made the seeding 
committee look pretty smart by getting a half buoy more 
than the fellow sitting in first place.  Alas, Kim wasn‘t the 
last skier.  As he swam back to shore after going down 
around 5 buoy at 38' off Kim watched that darned Ted 
McColley ski by, again, and again.  Suffice to say that 
McColley didn‘t bobble until at the 39.5' off length, good 

2010 
Judges and Scorers Clinic 

 

DATE: May 1st 
 
TIME: 9:00 am 
 
INSTRUCTOR:  Tom Danford - Sr. Judge, Scorer 
and Certified Pan Am Judge 
 
COST:  $30 
 
HOST:  Bill & Deedee Tucker‘s home on Hawthrone 
Lake 
 
Contact Person:  Carl Truesdale 
 
USAWS Membership:  needed prior to clinic 
 
We will begin promptly and work right through lunch.  
Lunch will be ordered in, probably from Subway.  
Small donation required for lunch. 
 
This will serve all Indiana J & S who need mainte-
nance of their existing ratings. 
 
If you are going to need advancement testing after 
this clinic, up to Sr. or Reg. -  Please contact BRC 
(Carl) prior to clinic so we can have appropriate test-
ing prepared.  
 
DIRECTIONS:  Highway 36 west of Danville, turn 
south on St. Rd 75, go 1 mile and site is on east side 
of 75.  The Tucker home is the first one as you turn 
off 75. 



for the win.  In Men 5 Trick Paul Manning was 4
th
 (2230 

points) among an elite group of skiers who know how to 
put healthy four figure scores into each of their two 
passes. 
 
Event schedulers treated the AARP crowd like a red-
headed stepchild as Overall combatants Larry Smith, 
Don Bucher, and friends had to Jump just a few hours 
after completing Men 6 Slalom.  In a pre-event interview 
with a writer from Readers Digest the cagey Smith said  
that he wanted to save his energy for his favorite event, 
Jump.  What other explanation for his swimming to 
shore after rounding just 5 buoys?  The younger Bucher 
went for a big buoy count at 1.5 at 28' off, gaining with 
his 2

nd
 place finish a 280 NOPS point lead over Smith.  

Smug after seeing that Bucher was a bit gassed, Larry 
whistled a happy tune as he pulled on his jump suit, 
careful not to put his foot through the seasoned neo-
preme.  Bucher,  first up and still panting, was able to 
land but one Jump, a 27 footer.  The time to strike at 
hand, Smith called for the driver to give it the gas on the 
approach to the ramp.  With 350 horsepower pulling at 
Larry‘s arms he went up and over the ramp, G-forces 
popping ligaments, exploding off the top of the jump and 
soaring... 39 feet!  Bucher‘s NOPS margin shrank by 
117 points with Trick still to come.  Among Trick experts 
it was common knowledge that Smith, historically, has 
had the edge on Bucher.  Bucher, though, still had a 
163 NOPS lead going into the event.  Don‘s first Trick 
pass went well as he worked his hand pass single ski 
trick list, tallying 660 points.  The pressure built as 
Bucher realized he need only nail the front end of his 
toe tricks to take Overall.  ―Front end‖, though, means 
more than just one 80 point trick which, is all Don got 
credit for before taking a swim.  Smith‘s first pass 
scored but 630 points, so he was not only NOT out of 
the woods, he had yet to put his boots on.  To snatch 
the Overall title from Bucher would require that Larry 
stand up and get credit for most of his second pass 
opening with the same toe tricks that tripped up Don.  
Cool and collected, Larry worked his way down the lake, 
drawing from his years of experience to score 730 
points before falling, assuring for him a 34 NOPS mar-
gin of victory in Overall.  Larry finished 4

th
 in Slalom, 3

rd
 

in Jump, and 2
nd

 in Trick.  Bucher added a 5
th
 place 

Trick and 4
th
 place Jump to his runner-up spot in Slalom 

and Overall. 
 
Also in Men 6 Trick was former Correct Craft executive 
Ken Meloon, enjoying his retirement and getting credit 
for 1050 points, good for 3

rd
 place.  In Men 7 Trick How-

ard Little careened, twisted, and spun his way to 1090 
points and a 4

th
 place trophy.  Gene ―the Machine‖ Lam-

berson caught a case of Bucher‘s Disease, dropping a 
lot of points into the water on his second pass.  As a 
result he finished just off the podium, in 6

th
 place with 

680 points. 
 
Poor Chris Clark.  In his dreams he regularly thrashes 
fellow Big Dawg Scott Tynan on the Master Men Slalom 

course.  But then the alarm goes off and he comes back 
to reality.  This time Chris could see himself getting to 
the 39.5' off loop, where he knew Tynan was vulnerable.   
Rounding 1, 2, 3 at 38' off.  Then 4, and 5, and....  
RINNGG!!  Tynan stroked 38' off and rounded 3.5 at 
39.5' off to win the event and push the quest for ultimate 
satisfaction deeper into Clark‘s subconscious. 
 

 
 

SPONSORED BY: 
PINE CREST/MASTERCRAFT 

and IWSA –www.Indianawaterski.org 

Novice and Tournament levels: G I-III, B I-III 

 

June 23 & 25, 8:00am to 5:00pm 

Skiers will be assigned one day, and will ski 3 times 

Location:  Plainfield Ski Club. Plainfield, IN 

Clinic welcomes all skier levels from beginning to advanced.  The 

instructors are skilled in teaching jumping, tricking, wakeboard-

ing, and slalom skiing.  

 

Cost: $45 and lunch is provided 

USA Waterski Membership required (One day membership for 

$10 available on site for trick and slalom 

  Advanced registration required by June10, 2010 

 

Featured Instructors: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 participants per day, limited space available 

Interested skiers and volunteers contact: 

Carla Stornetta (317) 370-1053  Purduecarla@indy.rr.com 

 

Entry and payment must be received to secure slot 

Checks payable to IWSA 

                         Mail to:  Carla Stornetta 

 7719 Shady Hills Drive 

 Indianapolis, IN 46278 

 

Bring: US Coast Guard Approved Life Vest and Ski equipment 

Directions to site:  South on OLD 267, go south of T with NEW 

267, turn West (right) on 800S, 1st drive on Right (Private Dr, 

Bed and Breakfast sign),  follow gravel drive past 2 homes to 

shelter house and lake below.  Please drive slowly and watch for 

children and pets. 

Address: 8510 E County 800 S, Plainfield, IN  46188 

 

Scott Schmitt Cale Burdick 

(Novice Instructor) 

National 3 Event 

 Competitor 

5th in Tricks at Nationals 

5th in Collegiate Nationals 

Jump 

2nd Men’s Team Regional 

Overall 

(Advanced Instructor) 

National Champion 

World Competitor 

Midwest Regional Record 

Holder 

NCWSA National Champion 
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West Palm Beach, FL - With the nation‘s economy suf-
fering with a bad case of the flu only twenty Indiana ski-
ers made the trip to this water skiing mecca for the U.S. 
three-event championships.   In a case of quality over 
quantity half of those medaled, three making off with 
gold medals and seven others gaining positions on the 
podium. 
 
The multi-lake Okeeheelee Park remains one of the top 
water ski competition venues in the world.  The Smith‘s, 
Nate from McCordsville and Jill from New Carlisle, each 
garnered gold medals in their single event specialty.  
Prissy Edwards, on the other hand, took full advantage 
of the great ski facility, skiing her way to an Overall win 
in Women 6 competition.  Around her neck were four 
awards, three of them gold, a testament to her skill on 
water skis.  Only a second place 4 buoys at 22' off finish 
in Slalom , 3.5 buoys off the winner‘s pace, kept Prissy 
from running the table.  Opening her charge toward 
Overall in the Trick event, Edwards scored 2420 point in 
her two passes for her first gold, gaining the Slalom sil-
ver medal later the same day.  In her second day of 
competition she handled all comers in Jump, beating 
her nearest challenger by 6 feet with a 67 foot best 
jump, also capturing the Overall title.. 
 
Another Overall contestant, Cheryl Schmitt, took 4

th
 with 

a 40 foot leap in Women 5 Jump on the way to her 5
th
 

place Overall position.  Cheryl faltered in both Slalom 
and Trick, where her entire second pass yielded no 
points, hurting her chance of a better Overall finish. 
 
Nate Smith obliterated the Men 1 Slalom field, scoring a 
National Championship Tournament record tying 1 buoy 
at 41' off and leaving the second place skier nearly two 
whole passes behind!  It is certain that Nate‘s day job, 
installing auto interiors, is not getting in the way of his 
favorite pursuit.  So far, though, the carpet, leather, and 
vinyl trade pays better.  Matt Irmscher ran 1.5 at 35' off 
for 15th and Noah Vieke bobbled at 32' off, making 4.5 
buoys and finishing 19

th
.  Former Hoosier Adam Cord , 

now a water ski manufacturer in Washington state, 
ran1.5 at 38' off to finish 4

th
 in the division. 

 
In Men 1 Trick Jared Sharkey‘s first pass scored 1550 
points, not enough to place in this tough crowd.  In a 
second pass full of potentially high point flips Jared 
came through, wracking up 2970 points in his final 20 
second pass and moving into 4

th
 with 4520 points. 

 
Molly Harrison was short just 181 points in her two 
passes, missing a gold medal in Women 1 Trick by that 
margin.  No shame wearing second place silver, though.  
In Women 2 Jill Smith again dominated he Trick compe-
tition with 4470 points.  Gretchen Storm, Lafayette, 
opened her Women 1 Overall quest with a 15

th
 place 

Slalom pass of 2.5 buoys at 32 MPH.  In Trick she 
found the second pass hole, finishing 12

th
.  In her final 

event, Jump, she landed a 51 footer, good for 8
th
 and 

helping her to a 7
th
 place Overall finish. 

 
Girls 3's Jenna Gilbert grabbed her first national‘s award 
with a fifth place in Slalom, missing a three-way tie for 
third by just half a buoy.  The Ft.Wayne skier had pro-
gressed nicely through the season and peaked at the 
right time, getting one buoy at 35' off the line when it 
counted most.  Another Hoosier young lady, Liz Tynan, 
tied her personal best during Girls 1 Slalom, scoring two 
buoys at 22' off which got her into a run-off for the 5

th
 

place.  Liz‘s second set didn‘t yield a medal, but her im-
provement from the season‘s start to the nationals por-
tends great things for 2010. 
 
Sam Jackson was the best non-38' off skier in Boys 3 
Slalom.  Rounding 3 buoys at 35' off got him past 13 
guys at that line length, but Sam‘s rounding buoy #4 
and getting back to the wake was the moneymaker, 
moving him past the final 35' off skier and into 5

th
 place.  

Clay Schmitt stuck it out through the Overall competi-
tion, but after being unable to land a scoring Jump in his 
opening event he just wasn‘t able to get rolling.  Nor-
mally a shortline Slalom skier, Clay faltered in his first 
pass at top speed.  In Trick he found a hole to drop into 
on his second pass, leaving a lot of points behind. 
 
In seven year old Cam Wischmeyer‘s first US Nationals 
he skied himself proud with a 2.5 buoy at 28 MPH Boys 
1 Slalom run, good for 11

th
 place in a field of 26.  This 

Sawmill skier enjoyed a breakout season in 2009, and is 
looking forward to 2010. 
 
Scott Tynan and Chris Clark snuck onto the last two 
steps of the Master Men Slalom awards podium with 
Scott taking 4

th
 with 4 buoys at 39.5' off.  Chris was just 

one half buoy behind Scott, but he had to prevail in a 
run-off before allowed to step forward to receive his 5

th
 

place medal. 
 
As a skier who has enjoyed plenty of time on the US 
Nationals Slalom podiums in his career Kim Contos 
knows how little difference there is between the award 
winners and the guys who stand and watch as the cere-
mony unfolds.  Only one half buoy out of a run-off for 4

th
 

place, Kim‘s Men 5 Slalom pass of 3.5 at 38' off was 
good for 6

th
.  In the Men 7 division the guys don‘t loll 

around talking about their 401(k) performance.  The 
only points Boswell, Indiana‘s favorite son, Howard Lit-
tle, worries about are the points he scores on the water.  
As a result Howard‘s Trick run still puts him in the thick 
of the fray.  This year‘s 1590 point effort put him in 7th.   
Don Bucher finished in 25

th
 place in Men 6 Slalom, frus-

trated in knowing that he is much better than his 1.5 
buoy at 34 MPH score would indicate.  In Men 3 Slalom 
competition Todd Crow‘s 3.5 buoys at 35' off left him in 
37

th
. 

 

67th Goode National Water Ski Championships Report 



The National Championships move closer to home 
in 2010, drawing skiers from all over the nation to 
Wilmington, IL.  With a full tank of gas many Hoo-
siers can get to and from the event, reducing rea-
sons to skip the event, so get after the pre-season 
training so that when the weather breaks you‘ll be 
ready to compete for an invitation. 

We are central Indiana's most knowledgeable inboard dealership. We ser-

vice everything PCM, Indmar, Mercruiser and Toyota 

completed, Curtin said. Design development draw-
ings must be prepared, and the necessary docu-
mentation for getting permits for construction in the 
floodway also must be obtained. 
    Dave Hayward of Christopher Burke developed 
a preliminary master plan, and Michael Van Val-
kenburgh Associates Inc., the landscape architec-
ture company which designed Mill Race Park, has 
submitted a proposal for developing a master plan 
for the water ski lakes and the outdoor sports com-
plex. 
    A sports committee will meet with the Van Val-
kenburgh team to provide input.  
    Curtin said it's too early to know who would own 
the lakes, but ultimately he would like them to be 
accessible to the public. 
    He's excited about what the ski lakes could 
mean for sports tourism and the city's reputation.  
    "I think we have a good reputation of amateur 
sports we do already, but when you start adding a 
ski lake complex to the slate, that really puts us on 
the map with national and international competi-
tion," Curtin said.  

(Continued from page 14) 

Dan Reed Reports on His Partici-
pation in the 2009 Disabled Worlds 
 
Friday, September 18, 2009 
  
   I returned from the Disabled Water Ski World Champion-
ships in France a little over one week ago. For a guy who 
has his roots firmly set in the Midwest, it was quite an eye-
opening experience. Not only did I fly over 10,000 miles 
roundtrip, I got the chance to fly out of a sunset and into a 
sunrise on the first leg of the flight. How often do you see 
that? I looked out over Great Britain, clouds covering the 
majority of it, then over the English Channel and into France. 
The countryside surrounding Paris was beautiful and I actu-
ally saw the Eiffel Tower from the plane. Hey, it was exciting 
to me!! 
  
  The US Team met in Vichy, where we stayed in an athlete 
village-type of hostel that was located across the river from 
the ski site. We had two days of practice time on Friday and 
Saturday, both rainy, windy and cold. Then on the days off, it 
was as beautiful as I could hope for, with blue skies and 80 
degrees warming us as we explored the town.  
On Tuesday and Wednesday, the 48 skiers from 18 coun-
tries were met with more inclement weather as we got famil-
iar with the site. Then all of us enjoyed the Opening Cere-
mony, starting with a parade of all the Teams and ending 
with a reception featuring hor' doerves and cocktails. 
  
  The difficult weather persisted at the Preliminaries on 
Thursday and Friday, with even the best skiers in the world 
just barely sneaking into the Finals, in some cases. You 
learn that in any tournament, you never underestimate the 

http://www.mdboats.com/new_vehicle_list.asp?sid=08276178X3K22K2009J9I53I09JPMQ3063R0&Manufacturer=432&Category=21&CatDesc=Boats
http://www.mdboats.com/new_vehicle_list.asp?sid=08276178X3K22K2009J9I53I09JPMQ3063R0&Manufacturer=4&Category=27&CatDesc=Outboard+Motors
http://www.mdboats.com/new_vehicle_list.asp?sid=08276178X3K22K2009J9I53I09JPMQ3063R0&Manufacturer=832&Category=21&CatDesc=Boats


power of Mother Nature, who can humble even the best 
of us. (Note to self, ―Do not just practice in optimal con-
ditions‖). 
  
  On both Saturday and Sunday, the athletes started to 
come into their own after the skies cleared and numer-
ous records were broken, much to the delight of the lo-
cal spectators. As always, the Jump event attracts the 
most people, I guess due to the possible carnage they 
get to witness. Craig Timm (Captain America) was the 
last jumper of the event and ended up breaking two 
World Records, allowing the US Team to win the Gold 
over Italy. We all celebrated with a bottle of champagne 
afterwards, relishing the victory. Later on, we dressed 
up in our Sunday best to attend the Closing Ceremo-
nies, where the Team was given the Gold medal and 
featured on the podium with Italy and France, the 
bronze winners. 
  
  The festivities continued on into the wee hours, featur-
ing a wonderful dinner, plenty of French vino and and 
great entertainment. Did you know that "wheelers" can 
dance pretty well? Hey, I even got up on the dance 
floor, after a couple (cuppa two tree) of glasses of the 
Chardonnay! 
  
 As the athletes, organizers and judges all said their 
goodbye's, I think we all realized how close we had be-
come to one another after spending a week together. 
Even through the difficulty of communicating with all of 
the different languages, the spirit of friendship, respect 

and yes, even Love prevailed. I made many new friends 
that I will hopefully get another chance to see at the 
next World's event in 2011. 
  
  I would like to thank each and everyone from the 
IWSA, RHI Sports and the RHI Foundation that helped 
make this possible for me to attend. The Ski Clubs that 
invited me out for training, including Indy Skiers, Plain-
field (Me-Ski), Fairland, Shelbyville and Champion Lake 
ski clubs. My deepest gratitude to the individuals that 
helped me by raising the money required for a trip of 
this magnitude. My appreciation of the support of friends 
and family and even strangers, that took the time to 
raise awareness of my fundraising efforts. I would 
also like to thank those folks that spent countless hours 
driving and coaching me.  I value each and every one of 
your friendships. Finally, to my coaches, Bill and Denise 
Bowness and the rest of the US Team, you guys are 
awesome and I am very proud to be a part of the 2009 
World Champions of the Disabled Water Ski Champion-
ships. 
  
  This has been an adventure, one, if not the best of my 
lifetime. My Mom would be proud. 
Merci beaucoup (Thank you very much). 
  
Sincerely, 
Dan Reed 
US Disabled Water Ski Team 
RHI Sports Water Ski Team 



21st Disabled Water Ski National Champion-

ships & 2nd Pan Am Championships 

The Rehabilitation Hospital of Indiana Sports Program (RHISP) in conjunction with the Indiana 
Water Ski Association, Hawthorn Lake Ski Club, and USA Water Skiing is proud to host the 21

st
 

Disabled Water Ski National Championships & 2
nd

 Pan Am Championships!  This three-day event 
in Danville, Indiana is sure to identify Indianapolis and the surrounding areas as a community 
committed to the development and inclusion of amateur athletics for people with disabilities. 
  

Athletes with visual impairments, amputations, paraplegia, and quadriplegia will amaze those on 
shore by displaying the intense skills and competitive drive known only at the highest level of the 
sport.  During August 25-28, 2010, these athletes from across the country and the Americas will 
compete for the title of ―National Champion‖ & ―Pan Am Champion‖. 

August 25th—28th, 2010  
Hawthorn Lake - Danville, IN 

Please consider helping these amazing athletes in their quests 

to be champions!  For possible sponsorship opportunities or to 

make a donation in support of the event, please visit: 

http://21stdisablednationals.eventbrite.com/ 

For more information on this event, please contact Carl 

Truesdale at:BigRigBRC@indy.rr.com or 317-442-9867 

http://21stdisablednationals.eventbrite.com/
mailto:BigRigBRC@indy.rr.com


(317) 984-7004 



2010 IWSA Event Schedule 
        JUNE  

6 Spring Fling Fairland Dave Jarrett, 6342 Badger Drive, Nineveh, IN, 46164 Davejarrett00@aol.com 317 933-2666 
9 / 10 RHI Sports  Disabled Clinic Morse Lake Jake Patrick, 317-329-2281, jacob.patrick@rhin.com or John Kniesly, 317-402-8517, JKniesly@finsvcs.com  

12 Cindonway Fun Tournament — slalom Syracuse Don Bucher, 2905 E. Bucher Dr, Syracuse, IN 46567 dbucher@kconline.com 574-658-9305 
13 PineCrest /MC Trick Clinic Lafayette Brian Zimmer, 2412 E Northgate St, Indianapolis 46220 brianszimmer@yahoo.com 317-402-2248 
19 Sawmill Record 3 Rd. Slalom – C, E, L Columbus Scott Tynan, 13111 Wildflower Dr., Columbus, IN 47274 Stynan@tynaneq.com 812-372-1510 
19 Timberlake - 3 rd. Pick & Choose Mt. Vernon Jean Schmitt, 8001 Timberlake Dr., Mount Vernon, IN 47620 scschmittski@att.net 812 985 5904 
20 Grassroots @ Ski Klub of Indy Shelbyville Dave Jarrett, 6342 Badger Drive, Nineveh, IN, 46164 Davejarrett00@aol.com 317 933-2666 

23 / 24 PineCrest/MC Jr. Development Clinic Plainfield Carla Stornetta, 7719 Shady Hills Dr. , Indianapolis, IN 46278 purduecarla@indy.rr.com 317-370-1053 
23 / 24 Disabled Clinic at Bradford Woods Martinsville Jake Patrick, 317-329-2281, jacob.patrick@rhin.com or John Kniesly 317-402-8517, JKniesly@finsvcs.com  

25 Big Rig Jump Clinic Danville Brian Detty, 6658 Barberry Lane, Danville, IN 46122 briandetty@csciconsulting.com 317-431-9974 
26 / 27 Hawthorne Big Rig 3 Event Record. 3rd Danville Brian Detty, 6658 Barberry Lane, Danville, IN 46122 briandetty@csciconsulting.com 317-431-9974. 

30 /1 Disabled for Kids under 18 yrs. Lafayette Ami Gish, 765-427-2765, adhpta22@aol.com or Nikki Shaffer, 317-258-4457, nikkimiller32@yahoo.com  

          JULY  

3 Hawthorne Mid Summer Record,3rd, 3ev Danville Brian Detty, 6658 Barberry Lane, Danville, IN 46122 BLDetty@McCombPella.com 317-431-9974 
11 Wisdom Lake Wet & Wild/Grassroots Greensburg Dwayne Keillor, kdeillor@netzone.com 812-614-2200 

17 / 18 2010 Angola Record, 3 event  - N, C, E, L Angola Tom Danford, 6850 W. South Lake Gage Dr., Angola, IN  46703 tom@danfordcpa.com 260- 833-1100 
24 / 25 61th Indiana State Championship Mt. Vernon Jean Schmitt, 8001 Timberlake Dr., Mount Vernon, IN 47620 scschmittski@att.net 812 985 5904 
           AUGUST         
31 - 2 Midwest Regionals Wilmington, IL See www.awsamidwest.com     
11 - 15 3 EVENT Nationals Wilmington, IL See www.usawaterski.org     

15 Ski Klub Back to School/Grassroots Shelbyville Dave Jarrett, 6342 Badger Dr., Nineveh, IN 46164 Davejarrett00@aol.com 317-933-2666 
21 Champion Lake – 3 ev.3 rd. P & C McCordsville Debbie Ruddick, 5693 W. 700 North, McCordsville, IN 46055 debbieruddick@yahoo.com 317-335-3794 

21 /22 Purdue Alumni Tournament Mt. Vernon Jean Schmitt 8001 Timberlake Drive Mt. Vernon In 47620 scschmittski@att.net 812 985 5904 
28 Silent Shores  3 rd. Sl. & Trick - C,E Thorntown Patty Patterson / 5732 N 900 W. Thorntown, IN. 46071. MKPat335@aol.com  

          SEPTEMBER         
4 /5 Cindonway 2 Rd. Slalom, Trick, & Jump Syracuse Don Bucher, 2905 E. Bucher Dr, Syracuse, IN 46567 dbucher@kconline.com 574-658-9305 
11 Timberlake - 3 rd. Pick & Choose Mt. Vernon Jean Schmitt, 8001 Timberlake Dr., Mount Vernon, IN 47620 scschmittski@att.net 812 985 5904 
12 Silent Shores  3 rd. Sl. & Trick - C,E Thorntown Patty Patterson / 5732 N 900 W. Thorntown, IN. 46071. MKPat335@aol.com  

18 Sawmill Fall Record Slalom – 3rd C, E, L Columbus Scott Tynan, 13111 Wildflower Dr., Columbus, IN 47274 Stynan@tynaneq.com 812-372-1510 
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